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Today we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Christ Jesus is both Glorified King 
and Humiliated Servant.  We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow 
Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God.  We wave palms in celebration as Christ 
comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as His path leads to death on the 
cross.  Through it all, we’re invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s 
broken body and outpoured love.  We begin this Holy Week at the heart of the church year, 
anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC  

LITURGY OF THE PALMS: 

Blest is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!      Hosanna to the Son of David! 

The Lord is with you.               And also with you. 

Then let’s pray:   Lord God of our salvation, grant us Your mercy and aid,  
that we may joyfully contemplate those mighty acts  
by which You’ve given us life everlasting; through Your Son, Christ Jesus our Lord.   Amen. 

 

A reading from the gospel according to St Matthew:     As Jesus and the disciples 
approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives.  Jesus 
sent two of them on ahead.  2 “Go into the village over there,” He said.  “As soon as you 
enter it, you’ll see a donkey tied there, with its colt beside it.  Untie them and bring them to 
Me.  3 If anyone asks what you’re doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he’ll 
immediately let you take them.”  4 This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said, 5 “Tell 
the people of Jerusalem, ‘Look, your King’s coming to you!  He’s humble, riding on a 
donkey— riding on a donkey’s colt.’”  6 The two disciples did as Jesus commanded.  7 They 
brought the donkey and the colt to Him and threw their garments over the colt, and He sat 
on it.  8 Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of Him, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  9 Jesus was in the center of the 
procession, and the people all around Him were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David!  
Blessings on the One who comes in the name of the LORD!  Praise God in highest heaven!”  
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10 The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as He entered.  “Who is this?” they asked.  
11 And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”    
 [Matthew 21.1-11 NLT] 

 

HYMN:     “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”         ELW 344 

See page 17 of this bulletin for the music. 

REFRAIN: 

All glory, laud, and honor to You, Redeemer King, 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
You are the king of Israel and David's royal Son, 
Now in the Lord's name coming, our King and Blessed One.  

refrain 

The company of angels is praising You on high; 
Creation and all mortals in chorus make reply. 

refrain 

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before You went. 
 Our praise and prayer and anthems before You we present. 

refrain 

To You, before Your Passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 
To You, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  

refrain 

Their praises You accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 
Great Author of all goodness, O good and gracious King. 

refrain 

 

BLESSING: 

The Lord is with you.               And also with you. 

Let’s give thanks to the Lord our God.   It’s right to give Him thanks and praise! 

 
We praise and thank You, O God, for the great acts of love  
by which You’ve redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph,  
and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings  
by those who scattered their garments and palm branches in His path.   
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Now bless Your people as we welcome Him into our homes and our hearts,  
and grant that we may always hail Christ Jesus as our Lord and King  
and follow Him with perfect confidence;  
for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       Amen. 
 
Blest is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!    Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 

WORD AND PRAYER 

ANTHEM:     “Holy God, Holy and Glorious”       -- Susan Briehl 

 
Holy God, holy and glorious, glory most sublime, 

You come as one among us, into human time, and we behold Your glory… 
 

Holy God, holy and powerful, power without peer, 
You bend to us in weakness— emptied, You draw near— and we behold Your power… 

 
Holy God, holy and beautiful, beauty unsurpassed, 

You are despised, rejected; scorned, You hold us fast, and we behold Your beauty… 
 

Holy God, holy and only wise, wisdom of great price, 
You choose the way of folly— God the Crucified! — and we behold Your wisdom… 

 
Holy God, Holy and Living One, life that never ends, 

You show Your love by dying, dying for Your friends, and we behold Your living…   
We behold Your living… 

 
God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the Passion of Your Son,  
You offer Your infinite life to the world.  Unite us as one around the cross of Christ;  
heal our divisions, reconcile those who are estranged, console those who suffer,  
and embrace us all in Your loving arms,  
that all that’s bound by death may be raised up to new life  
through Your Son, Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING:     Philippians 2:5-11           
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St Paul writes:  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though He 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being 
found in human form, 8He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross!  9Therefore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him the name 
that’s above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

This is the Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God! 

 

 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO ST MATTHEW: 
Matthew 26.14-27.66                 NLT/NIV 

Throughout the reading, we’ll be singing “My Song is Love Unknown”, ELW 343.   
See p. 18 of this bulletin for the music.  

 
My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 
He came from His blest throne salvation to bestow; 

The world that was His own would not its Savior know. 
But, oh, my Friend, my Friend indeed, who at my need His life did spend! 

 
14 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests 15 and asked, 
“How much will you pay me to betray Jesus to you?”  And they gave him thirty pieces of 
silver.  16 From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, “Where do You want us to prepare the Passover meal for You?” 

18 “As you go into the city,” He told them, “you’ll see a certain man.  Tell him, ‘The Teacher 
says: My time has come, and I’ll eat the Passover meal with My disciples at your house.’”  
19 So the disciples did as Jesus told them and prepared the Passover meal there. 

20 When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table with the Twelve.  21 While they were 
eating, He said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray Me.” 

22 Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one, Lord?” 
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23 He replied, “One of you who’s just eaten from this bowl with Me will betray Me.  24 For 
the Son of Man must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago— but how terrible it’ll be for 
the one who betrays Him!  It would be far better for that man if he’d never been born!” 

25 Judas, the one who’d betray him, also asked, “Rabbi, am I the one?” 

And Jesus told him, “You’ve said it.” 

26 As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it.  Then He broke it in pieces 
and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for this is My body.”  27 And He 
took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it.  He gave it to them and said, “Each of you 
drink from it, 28 for this is My blood, which confirms the covenant between God and His 
people.  It’s poured out to forgive the sins of many.  29 Mark my words— I won’t drink 
wine again until the day I drink it new with you in My Father’s Kingdom.” 

30 Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 

31 On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert Me.  For the Scriptures say, 
‘God will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’  32 But after I’ve 
been raised from the dead, I’ll go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you there.” 

33 Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts You, I’ll never desert You!” 

34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter— this very night, before the rooster crows, 
you’ll deny three times that you even know Me.” 

35 “No!” Peter insisted.  “Even if I have to die with You, I’ll never deny You!”  And all the 
other disciples vowed the same. 

36 Then Jesus went with them to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and He said, “Sit here 
while I go over there to pray.”  37 He took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, James and John, 
and He became anguished and distressed.  38 He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief 
to the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch with Me.” 

39 He went on a little farther and bowed with His face to the ground, praying, “My Father!  
If it’s possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from Me.  Yet I want Your will to be 
done, not Mine.” 

40 Then He returned to the disciples and found them asleep.  He said to Peter, “Couldn’t 
you watch with Me even one hour?  41 Keep watch and pray, so that you won’t give in to 
temptation.  For the spirit’s willing, but the body’s weak!” 

42 Then Jesus left them a second time and prayed, “My Father!  If this cup can’t be taken 
away unless I drink it, Your will be done.”  43 When He returned to them again, He found 
them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open. 
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44 So He went to pray a third time, saying the same things again.  45 Then He came to the 
disciples and said, “Go ahead and sleep.  Have your rest.  But look— the time has come. 
The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  46 Up, let’s be going!  Look, My 
betrayer is here!” 

47 And even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd of 
men armed with swords and clubs.  They’d been sent by the leading priests and elders of 
the people.  48 The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You’ll know which 
one to arrest when I greet Him with a kiss.”  49 So Judas came straight to Jesus.  “Greetings, 
Rabbi!” he exclaimed and gave Him the kiss. 

50 Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you’ve come for.” 

Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested Him.  51 But one of the men with Jesus pulled 
out his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear.  52 “Put away your 
sword,” Jesus told him.  “Those who use the sword will die by the sword.  53 Don’t you 
realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels to protect us, and He’d send 
them instantly?  54 But if I did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that describe what 
must happen now?” 

55 Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with 
swords and clubs to arrest Me?  Why didn’t you arrest Me in the Temple?  I was there 
teaching every day.  56 But this is all happening to fulfill the words of the prophets as 
recorded in the Scriptures.”  At that point, all the disciples deserted him and fled… 

Sometimes we strew His way and His sweet praises sing, 
Resounding all the day hosannas to our king— 

Then “Crucify!” is all our breath, and for His death we thirst and cry! 
 

Why, what has my Lord done?  What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run; He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries!  Yet we at these ourselves displease, and ‘gainst Him rise. 
 

57 Then the people who’d arrested Jesus led Him to the home of Caiaphas, the high priest, 
where the teachers of religious law and the elders had gathered.  58 Meanwhile, Peter 
followed Him at a distance and came to the high priest’s courtyard.  He went in and sat 
with the guards and waited to see how it would all end. 

59 Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find witnesses 
who’d lie about Jesus, so they could put Him to death.  60 But even though they found many 
who agreed to give false witness, they couldn’t use anyone’s testimony.  Finally, two men 
came forward 61 who declared, “This man said, ‘I’m able to destroy the Temple of God and 
rebuild it in three days.’” 
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62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t You going to answer these 
charges?  What do You have to say for Yourself?”  63 But Jesus remained silent.  Then the 
high priest said to Him, “I demand in the name of the living God— tell us if You’re the 
Messiah, the Son of God!” 

64 Jesus replied, “You’ve said it.  And in the future you’ll see the Son of Man seated in the 
place of power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

65 Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Blasphemy!  Why do 
we need other witnesses?  You’ve all heard His blasphemy.  66 What’s your verdict?” 

“Guilty!” they shouted.  “He deserves to die!”  67 Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and 
beat Him with their fists.  And some slapped Him, 68 jeering, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!  
Who hit You that time?” 

69 Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.  A servant girl came over and said 
to him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.”  70 But Peter denied it in front of 
everyone.  “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

71 Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed him and said to those standing 
around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  72 Again Peter denied it, this time with an 
oath.  “I don’t even know the man,” he said. 

73 A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said, “You must be one 
of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.”  74 Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying— I 
don’t know the man!”  And immediately the rooster crowed.  75 Suddenly, Jesus’ words 
flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows, you’ll deny three times that you 
even know Me.”  And he went away, weeping bitterly. 

27.1 Very early in the morning the leading priests and the elders of the people met again to 
lay plans for putting Jesus to death.  2 Then they bound Him, led Him away, and took Him 
to Pilate, the Roman governor. 

3 When Judas, who’d betrayed Him, realized that Jesus had been condemned to die, he was 
filled with remorse.  So he took the thirty pieces of silver back to the leading priests and 
the elders. 4 “I’ve sinned,” he declared, “for I’ve betrayed an innocent man!”  “What do we 
care?” they retorted.  “That’s your problem.”  5 Then Judas threw the silver coins down in 
the Temple and went out and hanged himself.   

6 The leading priests picked up the coins.  “It wouldn’t be right to put this money in the 
Temple treasury,” they said, “since it was payment for murder.”  7 After some discussion, 
they finally decided to buy the potter’s field, and they made it into a cemetery for 
foreigners.  8 That’s why the field is still called the Field of Blood.  9 This fulfilled the 
prophecy of Jeremiah that says, “They took the thirty pieces of silver— the price at which 
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he was valued by the people of Israel— 10 and purchased the potter’s field, as the LORD 
directed.” 

11 Now Jesus was standing before Pilate, the Roman governor.  “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” the governor asked Him.  Jesus replied, “You’ve said it.”  12 But when the leading 
priests and the elders made their accusations against Him, Jesus remained silent.  13 “Don’t 
You hear all these charges they’re bringing against You?” Pilate demanded.  14 But Jesus 
made no response to any of the charges, much to the governor’s surprise. 

15 Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release 
one prisoner to the crowd— anyone they wanted.  16 This year there was a notorious 
prisoner, a man named Jesus Barabbas. 17 As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s house 
that morning, he asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you— Jesus 
Barabbas, or Jesus who’s called the Messiah?”  18 (He knew very well that the religious 
leaders had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 

19 Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Leave that innocent man alone.  I suffered through a terrible nightmare about Him last 
night.” 

20 Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
to be released and for Jesus to be put to death.  21 So the governor asked again, “Which of 
these two do you want me to release to you?”  The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” 

22 Pilate responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who’s called the Messiah?” 

They shouted back, “Crucify Him!” 

23 “Why?” Pilate demanded.  “What crime has He committed?” 

But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify Him!” 

24 Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing.  So he sent 
for a bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I’m innocent of this 
man’s blood.  The responsibility is yours!” 

25 And all the people yelled back, “His blood’s on us and on our children!” 

26 So Pilate released Barabbas to them.  He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip, 
then turned Him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 

We cry out, we will have our dear Lord made away— 
A murderer to save, the Prince of Life to slay! 

Yet cheerful He to suff’ring goes, that He His foes from thence might free. 
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27 Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their headquarters and called out the 
entire regiment. 28 They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.  29 They wove thorn 
branches into a crown and put it on His head, and they placed a reed stick in His right 
hand as a scepter.  Then they knelt before Him in mockery and taunted, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 And they spit on Him and grabbed the stick and struck Him on the head with it.  
31 When they were finally tired of mocking Him, they took off the robe and put His own 
clothes on Him again.  Then they led Him away to be crucified. 

32 Along the way, they came across a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, and the 
soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross.  33 And they went out to a place called Golgotha 
(which means “Place of the Skull”).  34 The soldiers gave Jesus wine mixed with bitter gall, 
but when He’d tasted it, He refused to drink it.   

35 After they’d nailed Him to the cross, the soldiers gambled for His clothes by throwing 
dice.  36 Then they sat around and kept guard as He hung there.  37 A sign was fastened 
above Jesus’ head, announcing the charge against Him.  It read: “This is Jesus, the King of 
the Jews.”  38 Two revolutionaries were crucified with Him, one on His right and one on His 
left. 

39 The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery.  40 “Look at You 
now!” they yelled at Him.  “You said You were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it 
in three days.  Well then, if You’re the Son of God, save Yourself and come down from the 
cross!”  41 The leading priests, the teachers of religious law, and the elders also mocked 
Jesus.  42 “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but He can’t save Himself!  So He’s the King of 
Israel, is He?  Let Him come down from the cross right now, and we’ll believe in Him!  43 He 
trusted God, so let God rescue Him now if He wants Him!  For He said, ‘I’m the Son of 
God.’” 44 Even the revolutionaries who were crucified with Him ridiculed Him in the same 
way. 

45 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock.  46 At about three o’clock, 
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”  which means “My God, My 
God, why have You abandoned Me?”  47 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and 
thought He was calling for the prophet Elijah.  48 One of them ran and filled a sponge with 
sour wine, holding it up to Him on a reed stick so he could drink.  49 But the rest said, 
“Wait!  Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save Him.” 

50 Then Jesus shouted out again, and He released His spirit.  51 At that moment the curtain 
in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  The earth shook, 
rocks split apart, 52 and tombs opened.  The bodies of many godly men and women who 
had died were raised from the dead.  53 They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, 
went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and appeared to many people.  54 The Roman officer 
and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake and all that had 
happened.  They said, “This man truly was the Son of God!”   
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55 And many women who’d come from Galilee with Jesus to care for Him were watching 
from a distance.  56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James and 
Joseph), and the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 

57 As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who’d become a follower of 
Jesus, 58 went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  And Pilate issued an order to release it to 
him.  59 Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean linen cloth.  60 He 
placed it in his own new tomb, which had been carved out of the rock.  Then he rolled a 
great stone across the entrance and left.  61 Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
sitting across from the tomb and watching. 

62 The next day, on the Sabbath, the leading priests and Pharisees went to see Pilate.  
63 They told him, “Sir, we remember what that deceiver once said while He was still alive: 
‘After three days I’ll rise from the dead.’ 64 So we request that you seal the tomb until the 
third day.  This’ll prevent His disciples from coming and stealing His body and then telling 
everyone He was raised from the dead!  If that happens, we’ll be worse off than we were at 
first.”  65 Pilate replied, “Take guards and secure it the best you can.”  66 So they sealed the 
tomb and posted guards to protect it. 

In life, no house, no home my Lord on earth might have; 
In death, no friendly tomb but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  Heav’n was His home, but mine the tomb wherein He lay. 
 

Here might I stay and sing— no story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, never was grief like Thine! 

This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend! 
 

We observe a time of silence to meditate on the self-offering of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS AND SHARING OF THE PEACE: 
As we journey through this season of repentance and renewal,  
let’s turn to God who mercifully gives us new life: 

Everlasting God, in Your endless love for the human race You sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take our human nature upon Himself and to suffer death on the cross.  By 
Your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who confess Jesus as Lord and 
praise Him as Savior with their lives.  Grant that as we remember Christ’s Passion for 
our salvation, our faith, life, and ministry may be transformed by His self-giving love.  
Don’t let us be scandalized by the way of His cross, but empower us and embolden us 
to give ourselves freely and joyfully in service to those around us, living in Christ’s 
obedience of faith and love. 
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We pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that wherever Christ’s image is still 
disfigured by poverty, sickness, selfishness, violence, and greed, Your new creation 
may appear in justice, love, and peace. 

We pray for those who still suffer persecution for their faith, and for the families and 
friends of those who’ve suffered or died through acts of violence, that they may not 
lose heart or give in to hatred, but show forth the love of Christ even amidst their tears. 

We pray for those whose lives have been overturned by the coronavirus pandemic.  Be 
present to all who mourn their dead, all who’ve contracted the virus, those who are 
quarantined or stranded away from home, those who’ve lost employment, children 
who can’t assemble for school and parents with needs for childcare.  Bless physicians, 
nurses, and home health aides, hospitals and clinics, medical researchers, and the 
Center for Disease Control with Your strength, wisdom, and compassion, that they may 
not faint or lose heart in this time of crisis, but may continue to be instruments of Your 
healing love. 

Indeed, we pray for all those who are sick, grieving, or struggling with recovery, 
especially those we remember before You now… that embraced in the arms of Christ 
who shares their suffering, they may know in their own healing the foretastes of 
resurrection life. 

We pray for ourselves, who, though You love us with a death-defying love, still cling to 
the lifeless patterns of sin within us and give them free rein, that You’d forgive us our 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, and transform us ever more fully into Your image 
and love. 

And finally, we give You thanks that when we breathe our last, You raise us to eternal 
life.  With all Your witnesses in heaven and on earth, may we boldly confess the name 
of Christ Jesus our resurrection and our living hope. 

For into Your hands, merciful God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.           Amen. 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.        And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a (non-contact) sign of Christ’s peace.  

 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES: 
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We’ll sing this three times through.  See page 19 of this bulletin for the music. 

Take, oh, take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 
Set Your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

 
We lay ourselves before You, O God, as palms were cast before Jesus long ago.  

 We lay ourselves down in praise, thanksgiving, and joy.  
 Receive the willing sacrifice of our gifts, our lives, and our agendas,  
 that they may become a greater blessing in Your hands in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING: 

The Lord is with you!                 And also with you. 

Let’s give thanks to the Lord our God.   It’s right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give You all thanks and praise, O God,  
for You alone are good, and Your steadfast love endures forever!   
The creation of the world was Your doing, and it’s marvelous to our eyes.   
Your prophets told us of the One who’d teach Your ways and sustain us with Your word;  
and in the fullness of time, Your Son Christ Jesus, though one with You,  
gave up all He had, taking on human flesh and walking the path of obedience  
all the way to insult, betrayal and death, trusting only in Your vindication.   
Though He was rejected by those who’d cheered Him,  
You made Him the cornerstone of new life and raised Him to the highest place of honor.   
He’s opened the gates of Your righteousness and has become our salvation;  
so with shouts of joy we greet His appearing,  
proclaiming that Christ is Lord to Your glory forever.  
 
Now send us Your Spirit of truth, O God, and rekindle Your gifts within us: 
Renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love for the sake of a world in need. 
True to Your Word, O God, draw near to those who call on You: 
Lift up the weak and lowly; bring justice to those who are oppressed;  
and guide us in the ways of peace, for You alone are God; to You alone we sing our praise! 

 
And now gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Christ has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

PRAYER AND BENEDICTION: 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only Son to suffer death on the cross,  
and by His glorious resurrection You delivered us from the power of death.   
Join us anew this day to the saving death of Christ:  
make us die every day to sin, renew in us the living fountain of Your grace,  
and raise us up with Christ Jesus to live with Him in newness of life forever;  
for You’re merciful, and You love Your whole creation,  
and with all Your creatures we give You glory through Your Son, Christ Jesus,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.          Amen. 

 
Now may God our Creator keep you in His grace;  
may Christ Jesus lead you in His light; may the Holy Spirit give you peace;  
and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless You now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN:  “Go to Dark Gethsemane”     ELW 347  

See page 20 of this bulletin for the music. 

 
Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see.  Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 
Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete. 
”It is finished!” hear Him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 
Early hasten to the tomb, where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom.  Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is ris’n!  He meets our eyes!  Savior, teach us so to rise. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 
God has a plan.                        We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?            Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord.       Thanks be to God! 

 

SENDING MUSIC, FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

 

Are you confused yet?  After all, we heard today’s gospel reading at the beginning of the service, 
then listened to one of Paul’s writings (or borrowings— it was probably a well-known hymn he 
was quoting) as our gospel reading.  It’s as though the liturgy’s been turned upside down!   

Don’t think for a moment, though, that I’m going to apologize for this confusion.  I’m neither 
lamenting nor covering over this confusion— instead, I’m taking advantage of it!   Why?  Because 
what we celebrate today was the beginning of an incredibly confusing and emotionally 
wrenching week in the lives of the disciples.  And let’s be honest: it’s been a pretty confusing and 
emotionally wrenching season for our nation and world.  Why should we expect that it couldn’t 
be thus twenty centuries ago? 

Consider: Jesus’ triumphal entry wasn’t a first-century version of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade.  It was a meant as a statement.  Matthew’s clear about this: Jesus rode into town as a 
returning king.  Moreover, the crowds greeted Him as such.  The hosannas the people cry have 
both religious and political overtones.  The crowds hail Jesus as the Lord’s Messiah and expect 
Him to overthrow the Romans.  And the Romans take note—which explains in part why Jesus 
was crucified.  It wasn’t because He simply offended the religious authorities of the day; it was 
because Jesus proclaimed another Kingdom— the Kingdom of God— and called people to give 
their primary allegiance to this Kingdom.  In other words, Jesus was a threat to every single one 
of “the powers that be”.  And even the briefest of readings from the Passion narrative reminds us 
of the consequences of Jesus’ challenge to the powers that be... 
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Indeed, one of the tragedies of this day is that the people are half right.  Jesus did come as God’s 
Messiah.  But they misunderstood what that meant: not “regime change” by violence, but rather 
the love of God poured out upon the world in a way that blew to smithereens all the things in 
which we differentiate ourselves from others, the Love that forms a single humanity that knows 
itself (and all those around them) as God’s beloved people. 

The other tragedy of the day is that the religious and political authorities are also half right.  Jesus 
was a threat— and for that matter, He still is!  Jesus threatens our penchant to define ourselves 
over and against others.  He threatens the way in which we seek to establish our future by 
hoarding wealth and power and unleashing them both in violent and destructive ways.  He 
threatens our habit of drawing lines and making rules about who’s acceptable and who’s not.  He 
threatens all these things and more.  But they’re so wrong in thinking that they can eliminate this 
threat by violence.  Jesus’ resurrection (which in Matthew is accompanied by the shaking of the 
very foundations of the earth) affirms that God’s love is stronger than hate and God’s love is 
stronger than death.  And eventually all will yield to the mercy and majesty of God… 

But notice what Jesus does this day.  Jesus comes to Jerusalem, even though He knows He’ll die 
as a result!  More than that, Jesus enters fully into the confusion and chaos of our days as fully as 
He did the tumult in His own.  And He continues to threaten our reliance on anything— our 
wealth, position, political identity, limitation, good works, relationships, life tragedies— 
anything other than God’s mercy.   

And folks, that is a threat, because we’ve all come at times to seek our identity and secure our 
future on things other than “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”— maybe most 
especially when we’ve sought to find our identity and secure our future through our alliance with 
God the Conqueror.  Many Christians gleefully look forward to “the rumble” between the 
conquering Messiah and all those “other” folks who don’t fit into our notions of what people 
ought to be; they’re eager for Jesus to show up on the great white horse instead of a donkey and 
wield a two-edged sword rather than take up a cross.  We tend to want Jesus to take over the 
throne of our kingdoms and trump the world’s destructive power with His own apocalyptically 
greater power— to make things right by divine force of arms and allow our ways of doing things 
to advance on steroids… 

But Jesus refuses to do so.  He rides into our Jerusalems on a donkey and advances a Kingdom 
that shames our own ways of doing things— and this is a blessing, because none of these other 
ways and reliances are up to the job.  No matter what we trust in, we’ll be disappointed, as only 
God’s Word can declare us as not just acceptable but as blessed and beloved.  Jesus’ journey to 
the cross shows us just how far He’s willing to go to demonstrate that to us.  And once you hear 
that message of grace, mercy, and love, then whether you name it Palm Sunday, Passion Sunday, 
or just the Sixth Sunday in Lent, there’s suddenly good reason to shout our “Hosannas” with all 
the joy we can muster… 

• David Lose 
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He is alone in prayer in the garden, knowing the cost. 
His followers care, but flesh is frail and they fail 
to fend off sleep as Jesus endures His mortal fear 
with faithfulness.  This night will bring betrayal, 
abandonment, suffering, and ultimately, a cross. 
But He will not turn from obeying the will of God. 

He is alone in facing trial for blaspheming God. 
The religious rulers are determined at any cost 

to be rid of this nuisance Jesus. But though they cross 
words, set their traps for Him, they almost fail. 
Judas’ earlier duplicity is matched by betrayal 

of truth; and the rest of Jesus’ followers have fled in fear. 

He is alone in front of Pilate, but showing no fear. 
Is He King of the Jews?  Is He somehow from God? 
Pilate doesn’t know, doesn’t really care.  Betrayal 
of justice doesn’t bother Him much; the only cost 
He worries about is the empire’s peace.  Fail 
and he’d pay the price; so send this King to the cross, 

it’s an easy call.  Kill the pest, quiet the Jews.  The cross 
is just another tool when you rule by fear, 

after all, so why be worried about truth?  (This fails, 
somehow, to ease his mind; but he holds the power of God, 

of life and death, so death it will be, at Jesus’ cost.) 
And Pilate’s lethal injustice is the final betrayal. 

Jesus is alone, crowned with the thorns of betrayals. 
He is mocked and whipped and abused, and the cross 
is placed on His shoulders, and the high cost 
of love mounts the hill of the Skull.  Fear 
only forgetting love’s suffering; forget not the grief of God, 
as the sky grows dark as if the sun itself has failed. 

Do the women wonder if faith has failed 
as Jesus is laid in the tomb?  Is hope’s betrayal 

on Joseph’s mind, as he wraps this man from God 
in burial cloth?  The death of Christ on the cross 

for many meant grief, despair, and fear; 
only later would they understand what was worth the cost: 

that we are not alone in times of fear, nor when we fail— 
bearing the costs of our small and large betrayals— 

nor even in death: for Jesus, God’s Son, died for us on the cross… 
• Andrew King 
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All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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My Song is Love Unknown 
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Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.           4/5 
Palm + Passion 
Sunday 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Service of Word and Prayer,  
with Reading of Passion acc. to Matthew: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown  

Mon.         4/6 
Tues.        4/7 
Wed.         4/8 

 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week 
Readings and Litany posted on 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 

Thur.        4/9 
Maundy Thursday 

10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study [Zoom/FCC *] 
Maundy Thursday Service: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 

Fri.             4/10 
Good Friday 

7:00 PM Good Friday Tenebrae: 
www.facebook.com/christchurchucctrumbauersville 

Sun.           4/12 
Resurrection  
of Our Lord— 
Easter Day 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Easter Day Worship: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 

 
 If you’d like to participate in any of our activities taking place over Zoom, go to 

us04web.zoom.us/join on your computer and then type in 3700147169, and you'll be in.  
Zoom works well from a smart phone as well as from a computer.  If you’re using your phone, 
dial 929.205.6099 or 301.715.8592.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and 
you'll type in 3700147169#.   You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 
857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Bill & 
Fay Barndt Sr., Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Trump and his cabinet, Don 
& Karen Ludovici, Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bea Becknell, Niara Butler, Bill 
Stever, Carole Eddings, Bob Knapp, Vicki Lasley, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob 
Westervelt, Carol Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Brenda Davis, 
Devin Morrison, Walt & Ryan, Bobby Lane, Evelyn Moyer, Alan West, Donald Bilger, Scott, 
Adam & Amanda, Alicia Byelich, Aly Brown, Jamie Hallman, Connie Slotter, Michelle, J.R., Pat 
Stever, everyone struggling with COVID-19 and its containment. 

• Families and friends of Bill Umstead, John Deily, James Diefenderfer, Linda Wakely, Joe 
Poltzer. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/christchurchucctrumbauersville
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Connie Slotter in memory of her husband, 
Stan Slotter, whose earthly birthday is April 15.  “Wishing him a happy heavenly birthday, I love 
and miss you!” 

The palms are sponsored by Kelly & Bob Shaak in honor of Kelsey's 24th birthday on April 7.    

Many of you have expressed appreciation for our livestreamed worship services posted on our 
Facebook page [www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown] and website [www.stpaulsqtown.org].  We’re 
glad to offer this ministry and are planning to continue it long after the coronavirus pandemic is 
over— indeed, we’re already working on the logistics to make it happen!  Why not help us spread 
the word about this worship ministry (and for that matter, our online Bible studies and other 
activities)?  If you’re on Facebook or other social media, “like” our Facebook page so your friends 
can discover us.  If you access Haycock NextDoor or other local networks, spread the word about 
these services there as well.  We’re touching people’s lives from local to Latvia— let’s keep the 
momentum going! 

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this 
in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the 
good things God’s doing through us. 

Quakertown Food Pantry News: Please keep your generous donations for the Food Pantry 
coming— the need for that food is even more acute in this time of “social distancing” and 
economic struggle.  If you’d like updated information on our service at the Food Pantry, please 
contact Denise Shaeffer @ 215.536.7580.  Thanks! 

St. Paul’s is proud to announce the inception of a support group for LGBTQ+ people and the 
people who love them.  The ELCA is supportive to all our siblings in Christ, regardless of gender 
or sexual identity, sexual orientation, and gender expression.  Whether you're “out”, questioning, 
or you just have questions, it helps to talk to someone with experience.  The first meeting date 
will be scheduled once interest is established.  If you’re interested in participating, if you have 
questions, or if you need someone to talk to, contact Peter Flood at psflood6@gmail.com. 
 
 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/

