
April 2021 

Pastor’s Corner by Pr Dave Heckler 

A while back, I read the book Surprised by Hope by bishop and New Testament scholar N.T. Wright, 
who argues that “if God intends to renew the whole creation and this renewal has already begun in Jesus’ 
resurrection, then the Church can’t just focus on ‘saving souls’, but must anticipate the eventual renewal 
by working for God’s Kingdom in the wider world, bringing healing and hope in the present life”.  (And 
yes, if you pay attention to my sermons, you know I agree with his thesis…) 

 
But the title “Surprised by Hope” is also an apt description of where many of us find ourselves right now in Easter Season 
2021.  A year ago, in this “Pastor’s Corner”, I tried to prepare us for the long journey ahead of us because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  It’s been a long, hard, challenging year— but as I write this, three highly effective Covid-19 vaccines are available 
in America, 100 million Americans have already received at least one dose of the vaccine (including many of you), and we’re 
seeing “light at the end of the tunnel” that doesn’t seem to be an oncoming freight train.  On top of that, spring is finally arriv-
ing, bringing us longer and warmer days, signs of new life all around us, and the possibility of at least being able to gather for 
some in-person events outside, and later inside as well.  (Our Council has even begun to whisper “Pentecost” as a possible 
“return” date.  That’s still a whisper, but it may be the earliest feasible opportunity we’ve had in a long time…)  With all of 
this promise of new life dawning upon us, we’re not just itchy to come together and sing cascading waterfalls of Alleluias— 
we’re ready to explode with them… 
 
And every medical specialist worth a dime is urging us to be patient, to go slowly, to keep wearing our masks and maintaining 
safe distancing and washing our hands even after we’re fully vaccinated, and to return to some semblance of “normalcy” cau-
tiously lest our exuberance jeopardize the lives of our not-yet-vaccinated, still-vulnerable neighbors.  Such caution puts church 
leaders on an even hotter seat these days…   
 
But if the Easter season tells us anything, it’s that taking our time to transition is not only wise, but totally Biblical and totally 
Christlike… 

 

Join us for LIVE services every Sunday morning at 9:00 am on Facebook!  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/live 

 
If you do not have a facebook account; that is okay, you may still view the live services.  If you do not have 
facebook, and you go to the live facebook site, you will see this: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can try to click on the video you want to watch while ignoring the box above, the video should pop up in 
a new screen and you should be able to watch.  BUT, if facebook does not allow you to, continue with the fol-
lowing instructions: 
 
On the right hand side of the screen scroll down to the bottom and 
this box should pop up instead of the one above: 
 
At the bottom you will see NOT NOW   
Click on Not Now then scroll up to  
The video.  You will be able to watch.  You  
may also watch older videos you may have missed. 
When you click on the video you want, it should pop up in  
a new tab. 
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The gospels’ post-resurrection timeline varies quite a bit from gospel to gospel, but the writer of the Book of Acts sug-
gests that the risen Jesus appeared to His disciples off and on for forty days before His ascension, not only to prove to 
them that He was really risen and alive, but to teach them more about the Reign of God and commission them for the 
ministry that lay ahead of them.  The forty days were reminiscent of the forty years the newly-liberated Israelites spent 
in their “wilderness school” and the forty days Jesus Himself was tempted in the wilderness following His baptism.  
And the whole idea of those forty days was “You’re entering a whole new world, people— the emergence of God’s 
new creation in the midst of the old.  It’s not a ‘return to normal’; the old is gone, the new is here!  Even if you continue 
to live out some of the old familiar rhythms of life, they’ll have to make room for and incorporate the new ways of liv-
ing you discovered in the wilderness.  So don’t rush headlong into things.  Take your time; pray; reflect; [re]build your 
community infrastructure so it can bring a new reality into a changed world.  Ponder the lessons you’ve learned in the 
wilderness, as well as the fault lines the desert’s challenges have unveiled to you, and prepare to do something with 
them.  (Oh, and recognize that you’ve picked up some new folks along the journey.  They’re part of your family now, 
too.  Find ways to get them and keep them on board.)”       
 
Even after His resurrection, Jesus took time with His disciples to prepare them for the brave new world God’s new crea-
tion was opening to them; and even now, this Easter season presents us with just such a “forty days” opportunity.  Let’s 
not waste it by feverishly trying to return to a “normal” that can only be achieved by living in denial and ignoring the 
lessons of our wilderness journey.  Let’s take this time to do what the disciples did— to pray, to reflect, to rebuild our 
community infrastructure, and to ponder the lessons we’ve learned in this wilderness time.  Let’s take this time to 
reimagine and renew our ministries rendered dormant by our year-long inability to gather in person, to involve more 
and newer people in our ministries, and to envision how we can continue to embrace a wider world in the beloved com-
munity into which God has brought us in the risen Christ.  For if we don’t rush, if we don’t get impatient, if we take the 
time, we’ll come to behold even more joyfully the new, renewed, and beloved community the Holy Spirit has been pre-
paring for us through Christ Jesus our crucified and risen Lord! 

Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Pr. Dave 

Pastor’s Corner Continued 

Baptismal Anniversaries! 

We rejoice to  celebrate people's 
biological birthdays all the time, 
and rightly.  But as   wonderful as 
receiving the gift of life in this 
world is,   receiving the gift of 
new and eternal life in Christ Je-
sus in our Baptism is even more 
wonderful (and best of all, it nev-

er grows old!).  Why shouldn't we  celebrate the anniver-
sary of our new birth in Christ even more gladly?   

             
Happy Baptismal Birthday!     

Robert Ball,  Rich & Jacob Baringer, Annastasia & 
Mervyn Brumbach, Mariana & Raymond Constable,  

Christopher Hallman, William Hansen, Stephen 
Heckler,   Kelly & Madison Reiss,   

Alexandra & John Schnabel, Jen Westervelt 

1 Peter 1:3 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has    
given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” 

Sharing God’s Love in Joyful Service! 
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DON’T FORGET TO … 
 
1.  Save your Redner’s receipts and place in the envelope on the 

Narthex Bulletin Board.   This is a simple way  to financially 
help St. Paul’s.  

2. Save your aluminum tabs from Soda Cans, Soup Cans, etc. and 
give to Todd Silvius for the Ronald McDonald House.    

3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the Electronic version of the 
newsletter by e-mailing us at stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 

 Remember Your 2021 Council  
Members in Your Prayers! 

 
Rhonda Diehl 
Peter Flood 

Pastor David Heckler 
Tracy Hallman 
Karen Roehner 

Patty Schumacher 
Kelly Shaak 
Bill Shaeffer 
Brett Shaw 

Richard Strouse 
Rose Sutkins 
Donna Wyatt 

 
Thank you Council for your  

willingness to serve! 
 
 
 

Thank you all for your service to the 
Lord and the congregation of St. 

Paul’s! 
 

Bulletin and Flower Sponsors Needed 
 

Fun, Out of the Ordinary Ideas, for Easter Egg Decorating 
 

Sprinkles:  Cover your hard boiled eggs with glue and roll in 
Sprinkles; allow to dry overnight. 
 
Polka Dots:  Use Puffy Paint and dot the egg one side at a time 
allowing each side to dry before painting another side. 
 
Striped:  Wrap rubber bands around the eggs, dip in the dye, 
once dried take off rubber bands to reveal white lines where the 
rubber bands had been. 
 
Temporary Tattoos:  Allow your children to tattoo their eggs us-
ing temporary tattoos. 
 
Splatter Eggs:  Lay Eggs on Newspaper; wet a paint brush with a 
acrylic paint and splatter the eggs; once dry then flip over and do 
the other side. 
 
Use a white crayon:  Draw pictures/shapes/lines on the egg with a 
white crayon.  Dip in the dye.  The white crayon will prevent the 
color from adhering the egg leaving the picture/shapes/lines be-
hind. 
 
Some ideas taken from: 
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/easter-ideas/ 
https://www.countryliving.com/diy-crafts/how-to/g1282/easter-
egg-decorating-ideas/ 
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Shopping more often at 
 Amazon due to COVID19?  If so, con-
tinue reading to raise some money for 

St. Paul’s! 
 

Help support St. Paul’s every time you shop at Amazon by bookmarking 
this link and using it when you shop at Amazon:   http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047.  You will see an amazon log –in 
screen which states on the left .5% of all eligible purchases will be given 
to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Applebachsville. Sign in with your 
account/password and continue with your purchase and check out.  The 
total donation by Amazon for all   eligible purchases will be credited to 
the church’s bank account on a quarterly basis. Once you register St. 
Paul’s as your preferred charity, it  becomes a part of your Amazon ac-
count and all future purchases will automatically be credited to the 
church.  Any questions regarding this program can be directed to the 
Finance Committee or just use the  information tabs on the Amazon site. 
This last quarter, St. Paul’s made $44!!  Thank you!    

Like Us on Facebook (and Otherwise Online)! 

Did you know that St Paul’s maintains an active church website, as well as several Facebook pages?  
Check out our online presence at the following sites:  

Our church website:  www.stpaulsqtown.org 
Our email address:  stpaulsqtown@gmail.com  
Our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown  

Our Joyful Noise Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls 

For daily Morning and Evening Prayer: https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/ 

We are looking for a new congregational co-
ordinator for our Food Pantry efforts here at 
St Paul.  Many thanks to Denise Shaeffer for 
her fine work over the years!  If you’re inter-
ested, please contact Pr Dave.  

ATTENTION DIRECTORY UPDATES 
NEEDED!   
 
A new directory will be available in the 
spring.  Did you want a cell phone or e-mail 
address listed in the directory that was not 
included last in the last update?  Do you have 
a phone number/e-mail/address change the 
office is unaware of?  If so, please contact the church office by 
March 31st to reflect these changes in the directory.  Thank 
you!   

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

4/3  David Gullett  
4/7  Kelsey Shaak  
4/7  Austin Roeder  
4/9  Raymond Constable  
4/10  David Johnson III  
4/11  Fay Barndt  
4/12  Robin Lawrence  
4/13  Zane Silvius  
4/14  Jennifer Hallman  
4/15  Pr. Dave Heckler  
4/16  Christopher Roehner  
4/20  Ken Fly  
4/20  Norman Diehl  
4/22  Bill Shaeffer  
4/23  Greg Hassler  
4/23  Emily Bryan       
4/28  Larry Young  

On Going Finance Business: 
 
1.        Vanguard Account Balances:  As of February 28, 2021, balance was $136,483.10; January 31, 2021, 
the balance was $135,275. 
  
2.        Income statement: As of February 28, 2021, expenses exceeded income by ($2376.89) year to date. 
January 31, 2021, income exceeded expenses by $810.41. Envelopes were down while fuel bill was paid. 
  
3.   Cemetery: Account totals as of February 28, 2021, $90,162.25; January 31, 2021, $88,049.73. 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+symbol&view=detailv2&&&id=FA57A8655706AD47F02897910B1D07776926F5A7&selectedIndex=9&ccid=IPKL3Z0d&simid=608016697946277515&thid=JN.dL%2bJsNKhQ4mkOKhIF%2fo5nQ
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
mailto:stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
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 Thursday Morning Bible Study News 

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00 AM-
12:00 NN via Zoom or Free Conference Call!  (See article below for instructions.  
For Zoom, use meeting ID number 370 014 7169 and passcode 119805.)  We’re 
“Living with the Lectionary”, digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming 
week to discover the treasures that await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a 
biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study— so join in and invite your friends to 
join you! 

Synod Assembly April 24 

Our Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly is being held this year 
on April 24 online.  This year’s Assembly theme is “Serving an Un-
changing God in Changing Times”; the agenda features prayer and 
preaching, presentations by the bishop and other Synod officers, adoption 
of the 2022 budget, and important elections for Synod Vice President, 
Churchwide Assembly, Synod Council, and committees.   Along with Pr 

Dave, Brett Shaw and Rose Sutkins will be representing us at the assembly.   
 
In normal times, Synod Assembly is a time to catch up with friends and colleagues and experience the diversi-
ty of Synod ministries.  While we as a Synod can’t do that during the pandemic restrictions, we’ll adapt by 
offering interactive question and answer forums on some questions prior to the business meeting, creating a 
virtual Mission Center on our website with resources from our ministry partners, and planning for a festive 
worship, learning, and fellowship event later in the year.  The Assembly will be livestreamed for non-voting 
members and guests at ministrylink.org/about/synod-assembly-2021/ . 

  
 

February 26th at 7:00 pm was St. Paul's first ever 
VIRTUAL craft night.  Craft night however ended 
up turning into CHAT night!  Sue Young, Patty 
Schumacher, Pr. Dave and Kelly Shaak had a 
blast chatting the night away during their zoom 
session which included very little crafting and 
much "gabbing".  As Pr. Dave calls it "A teacher 
gab session".  Despite few crafts being done the 
goal of fellowship was accomplished and every-
one left thankful they joined and caught up with 
one another!  Thank you to Kelly Shaak for      
organizing this gab session! 
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Join Us During Social  
Distancing on Zoom! 
 
• If you’d like to participate 

in any of our activities tak-
ing place over Zoom, go to 
zoom.us, click “Join a Meet-
ing” at the top right of the 
page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it asks for a pass-
word, use 119805 and you should be in.  

• If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will 
work: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, 
you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 
3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in. (What's more, 
with your smart phone or computer, you can engage video 
as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—something 
that's precious right now!)  

• You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 
857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re 
in.  

• Since Pr. Dave is now back at Christ Church in Trumbau-
ersville on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM (they resumed 
in-person worship on October 4), our Sunday morning 
Fellowship Hour is now being hosted on Zoom by Patty 
Schumacher— and we’d love for you to attend!  To do so, 
follow the instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting 
ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm. 

 
Supporting Our Ministries  
 
Thank you for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s during this time of safe 
distancing.  While we haven’t been able to meet in person during this time, our staff continues to 
work hard, our bills, salaries, and repairs still need to be paid, and we continue to reach out to our 
community to make disciples and touch people’s lives with the love of Christ.  Your support, through 

your tithes and offerings, continues to be needed during this time. 
 
And now you can financially support our ministries in several ways:  [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, 
you’re already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit card.  Whatever way you choose, your contribu-
tions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the good things God’s doing through us. 

COMMUNION BREAD RECIPE 

Sift dry ingredients together three times (this is important): 
3 cups flour (2 c. whole wheat, 1 c. white if possible) 
1¼ tsp. baking powder 
1¼ tsp. salt 
 
Stir in 4 tsp. [olive] oil.  Set aside. 
 
Divide dough into four balls and flatten each ball into a ¼-in. thick disk.  With a knife, score a cross onto the top of each loaf (or 
score it like a pizza might be cut). 
Lay the loaves on a baking sheet.  Bake at 350° F for 10 mins.  Remove from oven and brush the tops of the loaves with [olive] 
oil.  Then bake them for an additional 5 minutes.  Then pull them out and let them cool.  After sharing the bread in Holy Commun-
ion, after the service is over, reverently eat the rest of the loaf together. 

Mix wet ingredients together until dissolved: 
¾ cup + 2 Tbsp. very hot water (180+° F) 
3 Tbsp. honey 
3 Tbsp. molasses 
Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients and mix well.  Dough 
should be slightly sticky.  Don’t knead the dough. 

Monthly Special: 

“Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) is the 
nation's first hospital devoted exclusively to the care 
of children. Since our start in 1855, CHOP has been 
the birthplace for countless breakthroughs and dra-
matic firsts in pediatric medicine. Built on a founda-
tion of delivering safe, high-quality, family-centered 
care, the Hospital has fostered medical discoveries 
and innovations that have improved pediatric 
healthcare and saved countless children’s lives. To-
day, families facing complex conditions come to 
CHOP from all over the world, and our compassion-
ate care and innovation has repeatedly earned us a 
spot on the U.S. News & World Report's Honor Roll 
of the nation's best children's hospitals.”   
         Taken from https://www.chop.edu/about-us 
 

Each month St. Paul’s selects community organiza-
tions to support.  If you would like to make a dona-
tion in combination with others from St. Paul’s to 
CHOP please send a check with Monthly Special 
written in the memo line to be included.  Thank you. 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
https://www.chop.edu/about-us/us-news-world-report
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Consider signing up for Simply Giving during this time of COVID19.  An automatic tithe to help you 
with regular giving.  Fill out the form below, mail, scan, or e-mail it to the church office to sign up.  A 
safe and convenient way to continue supporting the ministries here at St. Paul’s.  Thank you! 
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Holy Week and Easter:   
The Feast of Victory for Our God! 

“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” the classic spiritual asks us.  In the 
Great and Holy Week of the Church year, we answer “Yes” with humility and awe, 
following Christ along the way of the cross for our salvation and recognizing our own 
complicity in His death and our sharing in the saving benefits of His Passion through 
our baptismal union with Him.  Here’s how we’ll observe this Great and Holy Week: 
 
 March 28, 9:00 AM: We begin the most solemn week of the Church year with a powerful Palm 

Sunday Eucharist featuring both the Liturgy of the Palms and continuing with the reading of the Passion 
of our Lord according to Mark.  

 
 April 1, 7:00 PM:  On Maundy Thursday, we stand with Jesus at the brink, and see our sinful betrayals 

met by His self-giving love.  We confess our sins once more, and this time we hear the strong word of 
God’s forgiveness.  We hear the story of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet, and find in this humble act the 
shape of our life in Him.  We receive His Body and Blood, given and shed for us for the forgiveness of 
our sins.  We’ll livestream this service from St Paul’s on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
stpaulsqtown/live).  This powerful service closes in silent prayer, with the stripping of the altar foreshad-
owing the solemnity of Good Friday.   

 
 April 2, 12:00 PM: You’re invited to join our brothers and sisters throughout the Quakertown Min-

isterium in our annual Community Good Friday Service livestreamed from First United Church of 
Christ in Quakertown (Park and Fourth Streets).  This service will be an hour-long service featuring pas-
tors from across our Quakertown area.  To catch the service online, go to m.facebook.com/
FirstUCCQuakertown/  or youtube.com/channel/UCAWoN4X4atBhJKajjrDX64g .   

 April 2, 7:00 PM:In the darkness of Good Friday evening, we hear the reading of the Passion according 
to John, further dramatized by the dim of lights and the hope-filled adoration of our Crucified Lord— the 
secret of life eternal whispered and shouted against the darkness.  We’ll be posting the video of this ser-
vice from Christ UCC in Trumbauersville— go to www.facebook.com/christchurchucctrumbauersville . 

  
 April 4, 9:00 AM:  On this great Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day, our songs of re-

joicing fill the air with the fragrance of Easter lilies and the presence of the Risen Christ in Word and 
Sacrament as we celebrate the Feast of God’s victory in the Risen Christ.  This service will be 
livestreamed from St Paul’s, and will feature special music not only from several of our own musicians, 
but also musicians from across the nation coordinated by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  
Invite your friends to join you! 

 
 Then during the Easter season, we’ll be using the traditional LBW Holy Communion Setting 2 as our 

basic order of worship— but with the now-classic (and beloved) Easter canticle “This is the Feast of 
Victory!” borrowed from Setting 1.  Many of you know this setting by heart already, so feel free to sing 
it and pray it with the joyful abandon of those “born anew into a living hope”!  

 
 On April 11 and April 25, we’ll be sharing with folks throughout our Southeast Penn Synod in two spe-

cial services produced by our synodical and conference leaders.  The April 11 service has been prepared 
by Bishop Pat Davenport and the synod staff; the April 25 “Good Shepherd Sunday” service has been put 
together by the rostered leaders of our Upper Bucks Conference.   

 
 We haven’t been able to hold any Baptisms so far during the pandemic— but we’ll be rejoicing in sever-

al Baptisms during the Easter and early Pentecost seasons.  We’ll share in Olivia and Jason Beaumont’s 
Baptisms on April 18; others are being scheduled even as we speak… 

 

http://www.facebook.com/%20stpaulsqtown/live
http://www.facebook.com/%20stpaulsqtown/live
file:///C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Local/Temp/m.facebook.com/FirstUCCQuakertown/
file:///C:/Users/Owner/AppData/Local/Temp/m.facebook.com/FirstUCCQuakertown/
https://youtube.com/channel/UCAWoN4X4atBhJKajjrDX64g
http://www.facebook.com/christchurchucctrumbauersville
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