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Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of 
the Torah on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover.  Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us.  In Acts, the Spirit arrives in rushing wind 
and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people.  Paul reminds us that though we each have 
different capacities, we’re unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts.  Jesus breathes 
the Holy Spirit on His disciples, empowering them to forgive sin.  We celebrate that we too are 
given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  “ Spirit of Gentleness”      ELW 396 

See page 16-17 of this bulletin for the music. 

REFRAIN: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free; 

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, You called to the deep, 
Then You coaxed up the mountains from the valley of sleep; 
And over the eons, You called to each thing: 
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”         refrain 

 
You swept through the desert, You stung with the sand, 
And You goaded Your people with a law and a land; 
And when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
Then You spoke through Your prophets to open their eyes.       refrain 

 
You sang in a stable, You cried from a hill. 
Then You whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
And down in the city You called once again 
When you spoke to Your people on the rush of the wind.        refrain 

Pentecost 
May 31, 2020  +   9:00 AM 



2 

 

You call from tomorrow; You break ancient schemes; 
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams. 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes; 
With bold new decisions Your people arise.            refrain 

 
 

INVOCATION OF THE SPIRIT: 

Blest are You, O Lord our God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit! 

And blest is Your Reign, now and forever! 

Come, Holy Spirit; shine forth from heaven with Your glorious light. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

Come, Friend of the poor; come, generous Spirit; come, Light of our hearts. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

Perfect Comforter, Wonderful Refreshment, You make peace dwell in our souls.   
In our labor, You offer rest; in temptation, strength; in our sadness, consolation. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

Most kindly, warming Light, enter the inmost depth of our souls,  
for we wait faithfully for You.   
Without Your presence we have nothing worthy, nothing pure. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

Wash away our sin; send rain upon the dry ground of our hearts; heal our wounded souls.   
With Your warmth soften our stubbornness,  
rekindle our apathetic hearts, direct our wandering feet. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

Shower Your gifts upon all who put their trust in You and receive You in faith.   
Grant that we may grow in You and persevere to the end, and give us lasting joy. 

Alleluia!  Come, Holy Spirit, fill us with new life! 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   “Praise the Spirit in Creation”     
                

We’ll sing this to the tune of “Angels from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275 

Praise the Spirit in creation, Breath of God, life’s origin: 
Spirit, moving on the waters, quickening worlds to life within, 

Source of breath to all things breathing, Life in whom all lives begin. 
> 
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Praise the Spirit, close companion of our inmost thoughts and ways, 
Who, in showing us God’s wonders, is for us the pow’r to gaze, 

And God’s will, to those who listen, by a still small voice conveys. 
 

Praise the Spirit, who enlightened priests and prophets with the Word, 
Holy Truth behind the wisdoms which as yet knew not our Lord, 

By whose love and pow’r, in Jesus, God by us was seen and heard. 
 

Tell of how th’ ascended Jesus armed a people for His own, 
How a hundred men and women turned the known world upside down, 

To its dark and furthest corners by the Wind of Heaven blown. 
 

Pray we then, O Lord the Spirit, on our lives descend in might; 
Let Your flame break out within us, fire our hearts and clear our sight, 

Till, white-hot in Your possession, we too set the world alight! 
 
 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!            Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the + love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.    And also with you. 

 

Then let’s pray:  Almighty and ever-living God,  
You fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending the gift of Your Holy Spirit.   
Look upon Your people gathered in prayer, open to receive the Spirit's flame.   
May Your Spirit come to rest in our hearts and heal our divisions of word and tongue,  
that with one voice and one song we may praise Your Name in joy and thanksgiving 
through Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 
 

WORD AND PRAYER 

Before our readings, we’ll sing it this Easter canticle three times through: 

 

Behold, behold— I make all things new, beginning with you and starting from today. 
Behold, behold— I make all things new; My promise is true, for I am Christ the Way! 
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FIRST READING:     Acts 2.1-21           NLT 

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place.  2 Suddenly, 
there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the 
house where they were sitting.  3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared 
and settled on each of them.  4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem.  6 When they 
heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own 
languages being spoken by the believers.   7 They were completely amazed.  “How can this 
be?” they exclaimed.  “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking 
in our own native languages!  9 Here we are— Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from 
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, 
Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs.  And we all hear these people speaking in our 
own languages about the wonderful things God has done!”  12 They stood there amazed 
and perplexed.  “What can this mean?” they asked each other.  13 But others in the crowd 
ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 

14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, 
“Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem!  Make no mistake 
about this.  15 These people aren’t drunk, as some of you are assuming.  Nine o’clock in the 
morning is much too early for that.  16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the 
prophet Joel:  

17  ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I’ll pour out My Spirit upon all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy;  
your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 

18  In those days I’ll pour out my Spirit even on my servants— men and women alike— 
     and they’ll prophesy. 
19  And I’ll cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below— 
     blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 
20  The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red 
     before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 
21  But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’[c] 

The Word of God, the Word of life.          Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NLT&search=Acts+2:1-21#fen-NLT-26936c
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PSALMODY:   “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life”      ELW 399 

See page 18 of this bulletin for the music. 

O Holy Spirit, Root of life, Creator, Cleanser of all things, 
Anoint our wounds, awaken us with lustrous movement of Your wings. 

 
Eternal Vigor, Saving One, You free us by Your living Word, 

Becoming flesh to wear our pain, and all creation is restored. 
 

O Holy Wisdom, soaring Pow’r, encompass us with wings unfurled, 
And carry us, encircling all above, below, and through the world. 

 
 

 

SECOND READING:    1 Corinthians 12.3-13              NLT 

St Paul writes:  3 I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will 
curse Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.  
5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord.  6 God works in different 
ways, but it’s the same God who does the work in all of us. 

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.  8 To one person the Spirit 
gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 
knowledge.  9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one 
Spirit gives the gift of healing.  10 The Spirit gives one person the power to perform 
miracles, and another the ability to prophesy, and someone else the ability to discern 
whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit.   Still another person is 
given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to 
interpret what’s being said.  11 It’s the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts, 
who alone decides which gift each person should have. 

12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body.  So it is 
with the body of Christ.  13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and 
some are free.  But we’ve all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we were all 
given one Spirit to drink. 

The Word of God, the Word of life.          Thanks be to God! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 20.19-23                NLT 

Sung to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King” LBW 527: 

 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels loud and clear!  Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  Alleluia!   Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St John, the 20th chapter.   Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

19 That Easter evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were 
afraid of the Jewish leaders.  Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them!  “Peace be 
with you!” He said.  20 As He spoke, He showed them the wounds in His hands and His side. 
They were filled with joy when they saw the Lord!   

21 Again He said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent Me, so I’m sending you.”  
22 Then He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, they are forgiven.  If you don’t forgive them, they’re not forgiven.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.          Praise to You, O Christ!  
 

Adoring praises now we bring, and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed!”  Alleluia! 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending!   Alleluia!   Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”  ELW 582 

See page 19 of this bulletin for the music. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling in the holiest realms of light; 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding o’er a world of gloom and night; 
Holy Spirit, ever raising those on earth to thrones on high; 
Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify! 
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Holy Spirit, ever living in the Church’s very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving through us in a ceaseless strife. 

Holy Spirit, ever forming in the Church the mind of Christ: 
You we praise with endless worship for Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

 
Holy Spirit, ever working through the Church’s ministry, 

Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, setting captive sinners free. 
Holy Spirit, ever binding age to age and soul to soul 

In communion never ending, You we worship and extol! 
 
 

NICENE CREED:                 

Together with resurrection’s children of every age, we confess our faith: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth— of all that is, seen and unseen.     
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father:  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
Through Him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man.   
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
He suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His Kingdom will have no end.      
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

Uplifted by the promise of healing and resurrection, 
we join God’s people in all times and places in prayer  
for the church, the world, and all who are in need: 
 
Spirit of unity, we give You thanks for calling and gathering us by Your grace into one 
great living body of Christ across our human divisions of nationality, race, and language, 
for sanctifying us through the Word, and for blessing us with a diversity of gifts and 
vocations.  Activate and utilize the myriad gifts present in Your Church, that in the sharing 
of our gifts in common endeavor, we may reveal Your love for all. 

Spirit of friendship, as Elizabeth of old welcomed Mary to her home and they together 
rejoiced in God’s miracles of redemption taking shape in their own bodies, give us a spirit 
of welcome to those whom we meet in the community and the world around us.  Surprise 
us daily with unexpected grace, that we may rejoice in every blessing You send. 

Spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our atmosphere, You 
breathe energy into all things.  Heal Your whole creation with Your breath of life, and 
cleanse our atmosphere of the imbalances that trap heat and pollution, that all may 
breathe freely of Your abundant gifts. 

Spirit of righteousness, wherever we as a people are divided, unite us; wherever we’re 
prideful, humble us.  Still the storms of injustice, terror, greed, warfare, and violence in 
every heart, every family, every community, and every land; and give each of us a heart for 
justice and empathy, that Your peace may prevail everywhere. 

Spirit of healing, bless nurses, doctors, midwives, therapists, chaplains, counselors, and 
hospice workers as they care for those in need, and lay Your hand of healing on all whose 
lives are broken in any way.  Comfort them in their suffering, ease their distress, carry 
their burdens, and embrace them in Your loving arms, that they may rise to newness of 
life.  We especially seek Your healing grace for our brothers and sisters…   

Spirit of peace and strength, as we face new uncertainties around the coronavirus that 
plagues us, protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or 
in isolation.  Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to those whose work caring for others 
puts them at great risk.  Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with 
compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. 

Other prayers may be added here. 

Spirit of hope, as You’ve led Your saints in all times and places, stir in us the desire to 
follow their example, leading us to death to new life in You.   
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For into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!          Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
The peace of the Lord is with you always.               And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   

Sung to “All Creatures of Our God and King” LBW 527 

Eternal is the gift He brings!  Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!” 

Now still He comes to give us life, and by His presence stills all strife: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”   Alleluia!   Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
You we praise and glorify, You we worship and adore!   
You formed the earth from chaos; You encircled the globe with air;  
You created fire for warmth and light; You nourish the lands with water.   
You molded us in Your image,  
and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas,  
You blessed the Israelites and cherished them as Your own.   
You delivered them from slavery, challenged them through prophets,  
led them home from exile.   
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And then, so that we also, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in Your Spirit,  
You called to us through the life and death of Jesus Your Son,  
who gave His life for us all the way to the cross, that we might have eternal life in Him.  
 
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks,  
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat.   
This is My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.”   
Again after supper He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying “This cup is the new covenant in My blood shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.”   
And so together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died!  Christ is risen!  Christ will come again! 

We remember Your Son, the firstborn of Your new creation.   
We remember His life lived for others,  
and His death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await His final appearing, when, with the world made perfect through Your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Now pour out upon us Your Holy Spirit,  
whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in Your arms all who rejoice in the holy communion of the body of Christ. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree,  
sharing Your bounty with the world.  

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit! 

Receive our prayers and petitions and thanksgiving  
as Jesus received the cries of the needy, and fill us with Your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to You in love,  
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb.  
For with all Your saints of every time and place,  
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,  
we praise You through our Savior Jesus Christ, through whom we rejoice to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever!   Amen. 
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O Holy Spirit, enter in, and in our hearts Your work begin, and make our hearts Your dwelling. 
Sun of the soul, O Light divine, around and in us brightly shine, Your strength in us upwelling. 
In Your radiance life from heaven now is given overflowing, gift of gifts beyond all knowing. 

 
Left to ourselves, we surely stray; oh, lead us on the narrow way, with wisest counsel guide us; 

And give us steadfastness, that we may follow You forever free, no matter who derides us. 
Gently heal those hearts now broken; give some token You are near us, 

Whom we trust to light and cheer us. 
 

O mighty Rock, O Source of life; let Your good Word in doubt and strife be strongly in us burning, 
That we be faithful unto death and live in love and holy faith, from You true wisdom learning. 

Lord, Your mercy on us shower; by Your power Christ confessing, 
We will cherish all Your blessing. 

 
 

SENDING 
 

CANTICLE:   “Blessing, Honor, Glory to the Lamb!”   ELW 433 

See page 20 of this bulletin for the music. 

Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb!  Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb! 
Death could not hold Him down, for He is risen!   
Seated upon the throne, He is the Lamb of God!  

 
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb!  Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb! 

Death could not hold Him down, for He is risen!   
Seated upon the throne, He is the Lamb of God!  

 
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb!  Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb of God! 

 
Almighty God, You give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection.   
Give us also the joys of life in Your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, 
through Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION:                      

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!        Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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And now may the God of Life, who raised Christ Jesus from death,  
empower you by the Holy Spirit to walk in newness of life;  
and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

SENDING HYMN:   “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”   
                         ELW 400 

See page 21 of this bulletin for the music. 

God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on Pentecost descend! 
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; past these walls Your people send! 

Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear the cross, 
There with Christ to bear the cross! 

 
God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks Your purpose, purge! 

Through Your Church, Christ’s living Body, let Your flaming Spirit surge! 
Where deceit conceals injustice, kindle us to speak Your truth, 

Kindle us to speak Your truth! 
 

God of earthquake, God of thunder, shake us loose from lethargy! 
Break the chains of sin asunder; for earth’s healing set us free! 

Crumble walls that still divide us; make us one in Christ our Lord, 
Make us one in Christ our Lord! 

 
God of passion, God unsleeping, stir in us love’s restlessness! 

Where the people cry in anguish, may we share Your heart’s distress. 
Rouse us from content with evil; claim us for Your Kingdom’s work, 

Claim us for Your Kingdom’s work! 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                      We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?                   Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, serve in joy, and live out the new life of our risen Lord! 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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I’ll Pour Out My Spirit 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.”  This is the opening 
sentence of our reading from the book of Acts, and I have to confess, it makes me sad— for in a 
literal sense, many of us can’t relate to what the sentence describes.  Because of COVID-19, it’s 
just not prudent for us to be “together in one place.”  We’re confined to our homes; we can’t 
gather for prayer and fellowship, and we don’t know when we’ll share bread and wine again 
around a common table.  It feels difficult to contemplate togetherness, much less celebrate a 
great feast day like Pentecost, in this context…   

But in another sense, we are in one place— a hard place, a hollow place, a place of vulnerability 
and grief.  We’re together in our uncertainty, together in our loss, together in our hopes and 
fears.  Across all sorts of distances (geographical, cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic), we’re 
bound together as one people, one humanity, one planet, facing a common threat that knows no 
borders.  Like the disciples in our Gospel reading for this week, we’re huddled together behind 
locked doors, waiting for Jesus to come among us and say, “Peace be with you!”  We’re waiting for 
Him to breathe on us, waiting for Him to speak the words we need so desperately: “Receive the 
Holy Spirit.”   

Pentecost (from the Greek pentekostos, meaning “fiftieth”) was a Jewish festival celebrating the 
spring harvest and the revelation of the law at Mount Sinai.  In the New Testament Pentecost 
story Luke tells, the Holy Spirit descended on 120 believers in Jerusalem on the fiftieth day after 
Jesus’s resurrection.  The Spirit empowered them to testify to God’s saving work, emboldened the 
apostle Peter to preach to a bewildered crowd of Jewish skeptics, and drew three thousand 
converts from around the known world in one day.  For many Christians, Pentecost marks the 
birthday of the Church. 

The story Luke describes is a fantastical one, full of details that challenge the imagination: 
tongues of fire, rushing wind, bold preaching, mass Baptism.  But at its heart, the Pentecost 
story’s not about spectacle and drama; it’s about the Holy Spirit showing up and transforming 
ordinary, imperfect, frightened people into the Body of Christ.  It’s about God disrupting and 
disorienting our humdrum ways of engaging the sacred, so that something new and holy can be 
born within and among us.  It’s about the Spirit carrying us out of suspicion, tribalism, and fear 
into a radical new way of engaging God and our neighbor. 

Luke tells us that the disciples were “filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”  “At this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each…” 

Those of us who speak more than one language might be the best equipped to grasp the import of 
this miraculous moment.  Those of us who are bilingual (or better yet, well versed in many 
languages) understand implicitly that a language equals far more than the sum of its grammar, 
vocabulary, and syntax.  Languages carry the full weight of their respective cultures, histories, 
psychologies, and spiritualities.  To speak one language as opposed to another is to orient oneself 
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differently in the world— to see differently, hear differently, process and punctuate reality 
differently.  To speak across barriers of race, ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, or politics is to 
challenge stereotype and risk ridicule.  To attempt one language as opposed to another is to 
make oneself a learner, a servant, a supplicant.  It’s a brave and disorienting act...  

Has there ever been a time when we’ve needed such brave, border-crossing acts more acutely 
than we do right now?  As the world grows more and more tribal; as nations, cities, and even 
faith communities turn on each other out of suspicion and selfishness; as we’re forced by the 
pandemic to physically separate from those around us, can it be that God desires to pour out the 
Holy Spirit on us, so that we might learn new and life-giving ways of being the Church, being the 
Body, being Love incarnate for a frightened and imperiled world?  What languages do we need to 
speak right now that we’ve never spoken before?  Where does the fire need to fall, to burn away 
all that hinders us from being bearers of Good News in this dark time?   

When the disciples and their friends began to speak in foreign languages, the crowds gathered 
outside their meeting place understood them.  And this— the fact of their comprehension— 
was what confused them.  They weren’t confused by the message itself; the message came 
through with perfect clarity in their respective languages.  What the crowds found baffling was 
that God would condescend to speak to them in their own mother tongues— that God would 
welcome them so intimately, with words and expressions hearkening back to their birthplaces, 
their childhoods, their beloved cities, countries, and cultures of origin, as if to say, “This Spirit-
drenched place, this fledging Church, this new Body of Christ, is yours.  You don’t have to feel like 
outsiders here; we speak your language, too.  Come in.  Come in and feel at home.” 

As Christians, we place great stock in language, in words.  Like our Jewish and Muslim brothers 
and sisters, we’re “People of the Book”.  We love the creation stories of Genesis, in which God 
births the very cosmos into existence by speaking: “And God said...”  “In the beginning was the 
Word,” we read in John’s dazzling poem about the Incarnate Christ.  On Sunday mornings, we 
profess our faith in the languages of liturgy, creed, prayer, and music.  In short, we believe that 
language has power.  Words make worlds— and unmake them, too. 

What I love about the words and languages unleashed at Pentecost is that their articulation 
required surrender and humility on both sides.  Those who spoke had to brave languages far 
beyond their comfort zones.  They had to risk vulnerability in the face of difference and do so 
with no guarantee of welcome.  They had to trust that no matter how awkward, inadequate, or 
silly they felt, the words bubbling up inside of them— new words, strange words, scary words— 
were nevertheless essential words, precisely ordained for the time and place they occupied. 

Meanwhile, the crowds who listened had to take risks as well.  They had to suspend disbelief, 
drop their cherished defenses, and opt for wonder instead of contempt.  They had to widen their 
inner circles, and welcome strangers with accents into their midst. 

Not all of them managed it; some sneered because they couldn’t bear to be bewildered, to have 
their neat categories of belonging and exclusion explode in their faces.  Instead, like their 
ancestors at Babel, who scattered at the first sign of difference, they retreated into the well-worn 
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narrative of denial: “Nothing new’s happening here.  This isn’t God.  These are blubbering idiots 
who’ve had too much to drink.”  But even in that atmosphere of suspicion and cynicism, some 
people spoke, and some people listened, and into those astonishing exchanges, God breathed 
fresh life.    

Something happens when we speak each other’s languages.  We experience the limits of our own 
words and perspectives.  We learn curiosity.  We discover that God’s “great deeds” are far too 
nuanced for a single tongue, a single fluency. 

I hope that we find this Pentecost story compelling, because it’s a story for this time, this 
moment.  As we continue to face the coronavirus pandemic as people of faith, we’ll be tempted to 
grow complacent, or to despair, or to turn in on ourselves and forget that we’re part of a much 
larger whole.  We live in a world where words have become toxic, where the languages of so 
many cherished “isms” threaten to divide and destroy us.  The troubles of our day are global, 
civilizational, catastrophic.  If we don’t learn the art of speaking across the borders that currently 
separate us, we’ll burn ourselves down to ash. 

It’s no small thing that the Holy Spirit loosened tongues to break down barriers on the birthday 
of the Church.  In the face of difference, God compelled His people to engage.  In the face of fear, 
Jesus breathed forth peace.  Out of the heart of deep difference, God birthed the Church.  So 
happy birthday, sisters and brothers.  Receive the Holy Spirit.  Together, may we grow into all 
that Christ longs to pour into us, His Body. 

 Debie Thomas 
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Spirit of Gentleness 
Refrain: 
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O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 
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Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 
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Blessing, Honor, Glory to the Lamb 
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God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.           5/31 
The Day of 
Pentecost 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Service of Word, Prayer, and Thanksgiving: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom/FCC * 

Wed.          6/3 6:30 PM Mutual Ministry via Zoom  

Thur.         6/4 10:00 AM Bible Study via Zoom/FCC *  

Sun.            6/7 
The Holy Trinity 
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Service of Word, Prayer, and Thanksgiving: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom * 

 If you’d like to participate in any of our activities taking place over Zoom, go to zoom.us, 
click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it asks 
for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in 
numbers will work: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the 
host's code, and you'll type in 3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, 
with your smart phone or computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and 
hear you—something that's precious right now!)   You can also use Free Conference Call 
[FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Bill & 
Fay Barndt Sr., Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Trump and his cabinet, Don 
& Karen Ludovici, Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bea Becknell, Niara Butler, 
Carole Eddings, Bob Knapp, Vicki Lasley, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob Westervelt, Carol 
Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Devin Morrison, Walt & Ryan, 
Bobby Lane, Evelyn Moyer, Alan West, Donald Bilger, Scott, Adam & Amanda, Aly Brown, 
Connie Slotter, Michelle, J.R., Lou, Jack, Cheryl Ball, Laura Ulrich, Doug Fay, Jimelle, everyone 
struggling with COVID-19 and its containment. 

• Families and friends of Bill Umstead, John Deily, James Diefenderfer, Linda Wakely, Joe 
Poltzer, Bill Stever, Tommy Neuman, Jack Maccarone, Scott Rittoper, Gino Bertorelli. 

 
This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Scott and Stefanie Bauman in honor of 
Ethan's 18th birthday on May 30, Bill and Sascha's 56th wedding anniversary on May 30th, and 
Ethan's 2020 high school graduation.   

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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We recognize that this time of pandemic and quarantine is very stressful for many of you.  It’s 
really easy to sink into depression, loneliness, and even despair.  If you find yourself in this 
valley, please reach out!  Contact Pr Dave at 570.470.0716 or prdaveheckler@gmail.com; or call 
Penn Foundation at 215.257.6551.  Thanks!  

Congratulations to our graduates from high school and college: 

• From Quakertown, Anna Brumbach, Ethan Bauman, and Dean Sauerwald; 
• From Palisades, Jamie Hallman; 
• From Emmaus, Molly Lawrence; 
• From Southern Lehigh, Maya Hamlin; 
• From Hamburg and Reading Area Community College, Trevor Davis; 
• From California Coast University (marketing), Whitney Davis; 
• From the University of Georgia with her Masters in Social Work, Jennifer Hallman. 

May God bless them in their ongoing learning and serving, that they and those they serve may 
together behold the wonders of God’s grace anew each day! 

Many of you have expressed appreciation for our livestreamed worship services posted on our 
Facebook page [www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown] and website [www.stpaulsqtown.org].  We’re 
glad to offer this ministry and are planning to continue it long after the coronavirus pandemic is 
over. Why not help us spread the word about this worship ministry (and for that matter, our 
online Bible studies and other activities)?  If you’re on Facebook or other social media, “like” our 
Facebook page so your friends can discover us.  We’re touching people’s lives from local to 
Latvia— let’s keep the momentum going! 

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this 
in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the 
good things God’s doing through us. 

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00-12:00 NN via Zoom 
or Free Conference call.  (See the previous page for information on accessing these platforms.)  
We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that 
await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study— so 
come join us and invite your friends as well!   

This time of “sheltering in place” is a great opportunity to develop times and habits of prayer.  The 
Lutheran Book of Worship and the Book of Common Prayer have liturgies for morning, evening, and 
night prayer and daily readings as well (we’re in Year Two for the readings).  Online, 
dailyoffice@wordpress.com features daily Morning and Evening Prayer as well as a late night service.  
And for the daily lectionary (and short biographies of saints), go to www.satucket.com/lectionary.  
These times of Scripture and prayer can help you “redeem the time”.   

mailto:prdaveheckler@gmail.com
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
mailto:dailyoffice@wordpress.com
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary
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Summertime’s also a great time to rediscover and readopt the “Faith 5”, and perfect for 
incorporating into your dinner or bedtime routine for five to fifteen minutes a night.  The five 
steps of the “Faith 5” are: [1] Share the highs and lows of your day; [2] read a Bible verse or 
story together; [3] talk about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows; [4] pray 
for one another, giving thanks for highs and praying for lows; and [5] bless one another.  (For 
more information on these practices, check out www.faith5.org.)    

Attention, everyone who’s missing Sunday School:  Augsburg Fortress’ Sparkhouse is excited to 
announce Free Family Sunday School, a free 8-week lesson series available online.  Each episode 
presents a lesson based on lectionary readings that families of all kinds can watch together.  A 
new lesson will be posted every Tuesday for the following Sunday.  Lessons will continue 
through June 7, 2020.  Just go to  www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/ and 
you’re in!  Enjoy! 

Quakertown Food Pantry News: Effective May 4, the Food Pantry’s hours are Mondays and 
Fridays from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM and Tuesdays from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Monetary donations are 
welcome at Quakertown Food Pantry, PO Box 278, Quakertown, PA 18951.  Food donations 
are also being accepted on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM and on normal shift days.  
Everyone must wear masks and gloves when dropping off food items.  For updated information 
on our service at the Food Pantry, please contact Denise Shaeffer @ 215.536.7580.  Thanks! 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Telford is coordinating a project for parents and their newborn 
babies that live in our communities, gathering items that’ll be compiled into baby layette sets 
and made available for pickup.  Mitzvah Circle will be donating diapers.  Here are some of the 
items we’re looking for: rattles, receiving blankets, hats, baby washcloths, “onesies”, baby 
shampoo, hooded bath towels, booties/socks, nail clipper/file sets, burp clothes, sleepers/footed 
pajamas, pacifiers, outfits, teething rings, pacifier clips, bibs, gentle laundry detergent.  If you’d 
like to collect items for the layettes, you can drop them off at either Marie Shaw's home (643 
Deerwood Lane, Quakertown— phone 215.536.8812) or Jean Noblit's home (1268 Roudenbush 
Road, Quakertown— phone 215.536.3178).  Thanks! 

On behalf of St Paul’s, Winnie and Bob Knapp are selling cords of split ash wood to the 
community for $150.00 with all proceeds going to the Quakertown Food Pantry.  If interested, 
people should call Bob Knapp at 484.707.6749.  The wood must be picked up from their home. 

 
 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 

../../AppData/Local/Temp/www.faith5.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wearesparkhouse.org%2Fpromos%2Ffamily-sunday-school%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3nE_s2DAbz8Kfc0rtuU3IrIVJeUX90ivIcbXUYyhLXcyiWOcdLVTWmnHA&h=AT0PSX1-DlUOfuwEd_1FK4_dml3lGWVzkFYbdvujy1ZIJOZVjJd7BAc2W7ui8JmvuHZj838z2PmChekHfxU-XAupS1fjQa8UdF9ZeiArWHRXoZVhPVE9Tx4jhup1P3YnBg&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1dwSjWorCTw1oZP1vRkEnZ7L_Sm5vmMWzgeq1NO2U1sKuaHP26nOGZXy1DP7zg4Qirc70Hb8WFPfzLKvGnDCqTwpAiBFzsUlTH3LBsqJxXTOtnDJ0DtDW4menUssnVa_-JvN3QUA73YwLNR4e2LSztM13nNBp_h22i9qGQLGq7NHWDPclqYIDqiD8eiEtA6rHy8MsS3pFeJrSNMflP3I8M_gFicCfLuakDgApAFxWZUnI0Zn1LDwPoi4IxE0x_4VNoxw

