
February 2020 

This year, the first Sunday in February presents us with a minor co-

nundrum that’s a parable all in itself.  Specifically, the date is Febru-

ary 2— which depending on where you come from and what you con-

sider your priorities has various significance: [1] For many of us who 

are lifelong Pennsylvanians, especially if we’re of Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, it’s 

Groundhog Day, the day in which we look for Punxsatawney Phil’s shadow to see if 

we’re in for six additional weeks of winter or not.  One way or another, it’ll feature the 

presentation of a groundhog rudely awakened from its winter hibernation.  (I have mixed 

feelings about this; I love my Pennsylvania Dutch heritage, but as science, it’s a totally 

worthless ritual— we’ll still have six more weeks of winter regardless— and besides, my son 

Stephen actually ate a groundhog during his Order of the Arrow ordeal, so…)  [2] This year, February 2 also hap-

pens to be Super Bowl Sunday, when tens of millions of folks around the world will watch perhaps the biggest 

spectacle in American sports and its presentation of the Lombardi Trophy, and billions of dollars will change hands 

around that event…  And [3] for many Christians, it’s the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord; forty days after 

Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary brought the infant Jesus to the temple to dedicate Him to the Lord and the aged Sime-

on received Him as the Savior he’s literally waited his whole life to see— “the light to reveal [God] to the nations, 

and the glory of [God’s] people Israel.”  For this reason, in the Anglican/Episcopal tradition, it’s also celebrated as 

“Candlemas”, when all the candles used in worship throughout the year are blessed as symbols of Christ Jesus the 

Light of the world.  The coincidence of festivals begs the question, “So which Presentation means the most to you?” 

   

But I find there’s more that makes this date a fascinating parable.  You see, while we at St Paul’s are going to cele-

brate the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord, we’re going to be (temporarily) passing up three of the most power-

ful passages in all of Scripture that normally meet us on Epiphany 4: 

 

• There’s Micah 6.1-8, which ends with a statement that seems like the ultimate religious “no-brainer”: “With 

what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? …  [God] has told you, O mortal, what 

is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God?”  With “Love God with all your heart… love your neighbor as yourself,” it pretty much sums up the 

spiritual core of every religious ethic on the planet… 

 

• And then there’s Matthew 5.1-12, the passage we refer to as the Beatitudes.  Just as Moses delivered the Torah 

to God’s people from Mount Sinai, so Jesus delivers these declarations from the mountainside in Matthew’s 

gospel; and we wax lyrical about the beauty and power of these statements: “Blessed are the poor in spirit…

Blessed are those who mourn… Blessed are the meek… Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-

ness… Blessed are the merciful… Blessed are the pure in heart… Blessed are the peacemakers… Blessed are 

those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake…”  But whenever I read or hear these words, I can’t help but 

remember that some of my ancestors actually were persecuted and killed because they were determined to live 

out these Beatitudes; throughout the ages, those who’ve let these words change their lives and bidden them 

change their societies have generally been viewed by their neighbors as “losers” and treated accordingly.  (But 

then Simeon of old warned us this would be the case: “This child is destined to be the falling and rising of many 

in Israel, and to be a sign that’s spoken against”…) 

 

Pastor’s Corner . . . .By Pastor Dave Heckler 
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• Which brings us to the epistle reading for Epiphany 4, 1 Corinthians 1.18-31, where the apostle Paul 

lays it out pretty bluntly: “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing; but to us 

who are being saved, it’s the power of God…  We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God.  For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength”— and suddenly, our triumphalist streaks, pious fog machines, and sim-

plistic “everyone knows what’s right” assumptions crash headlong into the Tree of Life and Awesome 

Mystery called the cross...   

 

It all makes for a perplexing and fascinating day at the heart of a perplexing and fascinating Epiphany sea-

son, doesn’t it?  While we’re getting all excited about lifting up woodland rodents, polished trophies, beau-

tiful candles, and the fulfillment of our lifelong dreams, God meets us in readings that make a train wreck of 

our usual religious assumptions and show us the nature, the self-sacrifice, the contradiction, and the saving 

power of the God who reveals His glory and power in the humble Crucified and Risen Lord Jesus.  Such 

readings bring us crashing back to earth— but that’s precisely where we find Christ Jesus, “God-in-flesh-

made-manifest”: right here on earth, among the poor, the humble and humiliated, the peacemakers, those 

who struggle and suffer for the sake of righteousness and mourn when it’s violated… among the “losers” of 

this world.  Sometimes in the midst of Epiphany’s glories when we’re all about lifting up our hands in 

praise, we need this reminder.  I’m glad God gives us this reminder this year…    

 

Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Pr Dave 

February Worship News:  
The Light of Christ Still Defies Darkness 

Throughout February, we continue to celebrate the season of Epiphany— a time 

when we consider the wonder of “God in flesh made manifest” in Christ Jesus, a 

wonder that truly turns the world upside down.  Here at St Paul’s, we’re celebrat-

ing the season in some neat ways: 

 

 During the Epiphany season, we’re using the very popular Holy Communion Setting 5 from the blue 

With One Voice hymnal as our base liturgy.  It’s a musically upbeat setting of our traditional Lutheran 

liturgy, centered on a bold setting of the angels’ Christmas song “Glory to God in the Highest!” 

 

 On February 2, we’ll be celebrating the Feast of the Presentation— not of Punxsatawney Phil 

(Groundhog Day) nor of the Lombardi Trophy (the Super Bowl), but of our Lord Jesus Christ in the tem-

ple that drives Simeon’s song: “Now, Lord, You let Your servant go in peace…”  This festival is also 

known in many traditions as “Candlemas”, including the blessing of candles used in worship. 

 

 On February 9, we’ll join with many churches across our nation in celebrating Scout Sunday here at St 

Paul’s with our newly-chartered Scouts BSA Troop 007.  Our Scouts will be helping with ushering, read-

ing, and providing refreshments afterwards, and John Hunsberger will be sharing a Moment of Faith with 

us.  

 

 And finally on February 23, we’ll celebrate the Transfiguration of Our Lord, where the “brightest 

and best of the stars of the morning” unmistakably reveals God’s glory on the mountaintop before His 

journey shifts decisively toward the cross for our salvation.  It’s both a last taste of Epiphany’s light and 

a foretaste of Easter’s victory and history’s consummation all rolled into one— don’t miss it!  
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 Cake Walk 
Sunday,  

February 9th 
During Fellowship Hour come walk, enjoy the 
LIVE music (provided by Phillip Diehl) and 

win a baked good! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored by the Social Ministry! 
                                                

 Any donation of a baked good – cake, cookies, etc. would 

be appreciated. See you there!  Questions?  

 See Social Ministry. 

 
 

St. Paul’s is proud to an-

nounce the inception of a sup-

port group for LGBTQ+ peo-

ple and the people who love 

them. The ELCA is supportive 

to all our siblings in Christ, 

regardless of gender or sexual 

identity, sexual orientation, 

and gender expression. 

Whether you're out, question-

ing, or you just have ques-

tions, it helps to talk to some-

one with experience. The first 

meeting date will be scheduled 

once interest is established. If 

you are interested in partici-

pating, if you have questions, 

or if you need someone to talk 

to, contact Peter Flood at 

psflood6@gmail.com  

Church Fellowship Event!   Games Night February 7  

On Friday, February 7, come out to our fellowship hall to enjoy 
Game Night, a night of fun for all ages!  Please sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall to let us know if you’ll be there!  The night be-
gins at 5:30 PM with pizza arriving at 6:00 PM (donation will be 
taken to cover the pizza).  Bring a snack to share, your own 
drinks, and a game or two.  We hope you can join us!  Questions?  See Kelly Shaak. 

“Scrub-a-Dub-Dub”! 

Would you be willing to help deep clean the sanctuary?  We’re looking 
for volunteers to help on Wednesday, Feb. 19 @ 10:00 AM.   Please bring 
a small bucket; all other cleaning items will be supplied.  Questions?  See 
Bill Baringer.  Your help is greatly appreciated; thank you!   

mailto:psflood6@gmail.com
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“Loaves and Fishes” in Quakertown 
 

On the first Thursday of each month @ 6:00 PM (doors open 5:30 PM) at the 

Yerger Building at Trinity Lutheran Church, Quakertown, our Quakertown 

Ministerium hosts a free community dinner known as “Loaves and Fishes”.  Dif-

ferent churches provide and serve the meal each month, but the meal’s always at 

Trinity.  For more information, contact Pr. Carolann Hopcke at 215.536.3193.  

 

Grandfamilies Group at St Paul’s 

 
Between the economic demands that both parents work outside the home 

and the scourges of addiction, domestic abuse, and other challenges, 

more and more grandparents find themselves becoming the primary care-

givers to their grandchildren, forming “grandfamilies” with unique chal-

lenges and joys.  To help grandfamilies meet those unique challenges, we’re starting a Grandfamilies Sup-

port Group for our Upper Bucks area.  Our next Grandfamilies Group Meeting will be on February 19 @ 

1:30 PM here at St Paul’s.  For the time being, we’ll try to meet once a month around this same time period 

as we establish ourselves more solidly.  If you’re interested in coming, please let Pr Dave know at 

570.470.0716 or prdaveheckler@gmail.com.  

St Paul’s Family & Friends Bowling February 9 

Come join your friends from St. Paul’s on Sunday, Feb. 9 at 2:00 

PM at Earl Bowl Lanes in Quakertown for our annual St Paul’s 

Family & Friends Bowling Event.  We’ll have pizza, drinks, and 

snacks; let Karen Roehner know if you can bring something to 

share.  Please RSVP to Karen by cell (267.718.8830) or e-mail 

(intoorganics@gmail.com) by Friday, Feb. 7 so she knows the number of lanes needed.  

The cost is $4.24 per game plus $2.50 for shoes.  Come on out and have a strikingly great 

time with us! 

Three More 2020 Bulletin and Flower Sponsors 
Needed.  

 
Bulletin ($20.00):  11/22, 12/6  and 
altar flowers ($42.00): 8/23 spon-
sors are needed for the upcoming 
year.  Flower sponsorships may be 
shared by two people to help allevi-
ate the expense.  If you’re interest-
ed, please contact Linda Hertzog 
at 610-395-1114. 

about:blank
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Shopping at Amazon.com 

raises money for St. Paul’s! 
 
Help support St. Paul’s every time you 

shop at Amazon by bookmarking this 

link and using it when you shop at Amazon:   http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047.  You will see an amazon log 

–in screen which states on the left .5% of all eligible purchases 

will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Applebachs-

ville. Sign in with your account/password and continue with 

your purchase and check out.  The total donation by Amazon 

for all   eligible purchases will be credited to the church’s bank 

account on a quarterly basis. Once you register St. Paul’s as 

your preferred charity, it  becomes a part of your Amazon ac-

count and all future purchases will automatically 

be credited to the church.  Any questions regard-

ing this program can be directed to the Finance 

Committee or just use the  information tabs on the 

Amazon site.    

Like Us on Facebook  

(and Otherwise Online)! 

Did you know that St Paul’s maintains 
an active church website, as well as 
several  Facebook  pages?  Check out 
our online presence at the following 

sites:  

 

 Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/St-
Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-

Applebachsville 

 Our WEBSITE:  www.stpaulsqtown.org 

 Our Joyful Noise Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls 

 Daily Bible readings and commemorations:

 www.satucket.com/lectionary 

 Daily Morning and Evening Prayer litur-

gies: https://

dailyoffice.wordpress.com/  

 Our e-mail address:  

stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries! 

We rejoice to  celebrate people's 

biological birthdays all the time, 

and rightly.  But as   wonderful 

as receiving the gift of life in this 

world is,   receiving the gift of 

new and eternal life in Christ Je-

sus in our Baptism is even more 

wonderful (and best of all, it never grows old!).  Why 

shouldn't we  celebrate the anniversary of our new birth 

in Christ even more gladly?   
             

Happy Baptismal Birthday!     

 

Stefanie Bauman, Jessica Hallman, Amara Johnson 

 

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 

10:00 AM-12:00 NN in the parish house.  (During February, weather 

permitting, our Bible study dates will be Feb. 6, 20, and 27.)  We’re 

“Living with the Lectionary”, digging into the Scripture readings for the 

upcoming week to discover the treasures that await us come Sunday.   

You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study— 

so come on out in the broad daylight and invite your friends to join you! 

 

Winter is HERE!   

In the event of church  

cancellation due to 

 inclement weather you will be  

notified via the   emergency 

phone chain.  You may also call 

the church, the cancellation will 

be posted on the  

answering  

machine.   

Stay safe this winter! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+symbol&view=detailv2&&&id=FA57A8655706AD47F02897910B1D07776926F5A7&selectedIndex=9&ccid=IPKL3Z0d&simid=608016697946277515&thid=JN.dL%2bJsNKhQ4mkOKhIF%2fo5nQ
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
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Volunteer Schedule for February 2020 

Date Bulletin 
Collator 

Nursery Flower 
Delivery 

Acolyte/ 
Crucifer 

Communion  
Assistant 

2 Phillip and Doris Diehl Erik Hansen Bill and Sascha  
Baringer 

Austin Hunsberger Austin Hunsberger 

9 Winnie Knapp LouAnn Barndt David Johnson Family Ethan Bauman ——————- 

16 Kelly Shaak Rhonda Diehl Laura Ulirch Linda Hertzog/Stefanie 
Bauman 

Bob Westervelt 

23 Aundie Hamlin Aundie Hamlin Brett and Marie Shaw Linda Hertzog/Stefanie 
Bauman 

——————————— 

Counting Teams: 

2/2:      Team 2 

2/9:      Team 3 

2/16:    Team 4 

2/23:    Team 5 

3/1:      Team 1 

3/8:      Team 2 

3/15:    Team 3 

3/22:    Team 4 

3/29:    Team 5  

Altar Guild:  Volunteers Needed, Marie Shaw 

Ushers:  Brett Shaw; Feb. 9th Scout Troop 007 

Food Pantry Volunteers:   Team # 2:  

 

DON’T FORGET TO … 
1.  Save your Redner’s receipts and 

place in the envelope on the Narthex 

Bulletin Board.   This is a simple way  

to financially help St. Paul’s.  

2. Save your aluminum tabs from Soda 

Cans, Soup Cans, etc. and give to 

Todd Silvius for the Ronald McDon-

ald House.    

3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the 

Electronic version of the newsletter 

by e-mailing us at 

stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 

4. Pick up your special card, or go to 

Customer Service at Grocery Outlet, 

to use at check-out so St. Paul’s re-

ceives 5% of your total order. 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

Jacob Baringer 2/3 

Victoria Hassler  2/4 

Caden Keeler  2/4 

Mary Martin   2/6 

Mary Johnson  2/7 

Lauren Gibson  2/8 

Robert Ball  2/9 

Debra Constable 2/13 

Janet Miller  2/16 

Marie Shaw  2/16 

Donna Martin 2/22 

Josephine Scott 2/24 

Dia Johnson—Smith 2/25 
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Finance Committee Updates 

 

1. Vanguard Funds: Balance $123,185.76. Note that $14,300 was moved into the church's operating ac-

count to pay for the paving project. 

2. Cemetery Balance $91,506.14 

3. A Dell 7070 OptiPlex with Windows 10  Pro, 16 GB internal RAM, 256 GB solid state hard drive, and 

built-in virus protection was purchased to replace the church's 5-year-old computer. 

“Storied Suppers” Feb. 19 

Throughout the ages, people have gathered around tables filled with food to 

eat, to share stories, to encourage one another, and to discover anew how 

their lives fit into the greater Story that shapes their identity and gives pur-

pose and meaning to their lives.  Our weekly gatherings around God’s Word 

and sacraments are a grand outgrowth of such meals.  But in today’s busy 

and hectic world, sometimes we long for something simpler… 

 

On February 19 @ 6:00 PM, you’re invited to come on out to St Paul’s fellowship hall for “Storied 

Supper”.  (Some people call it “Dinner Church”.)  We’ll gather together to share a simple meal, to hear 

and tell stories, to tell and reflect upon a story from the Scriptures that shapes our own, to pray for one an-

other, and to share together the simple meal that makes us together the body of Christ.  Don’t worry about 

getting dressed up or about whether you’ll know the liturgy— just come as you are and bring some food to 

share if you’d like.  If you’re interested, contact Pr Dave. 

We’re Still Taking Our Worship “on the Road”!  

During the next few months, Pr Dave and Todd and others from St Paul’s will be 

taking our worship services “on the road”, leading worship at several area nursing 

homes:   

 

Feb. 16, 2:30 PM     Phoebe Richland 

Mar. 15, 2:00 PM     Independence Court  

Apr. 26, 2:30 PM     Lutheran Community at Telford 

May 17, 2:30 PM     Phoebe Richland 

(And in addiction, Pr. Dave leads worship on the second, fourth, and fifth Friday morning of each month at 

the Gardens at Pine Run in Doylestown…) 

Faith-Based LGBTQIA+ Cultural Competency Training  

The Montgomery County LGBT Business Council and Boehm’s UCC, Blue Bell are 

co-sponsoring Faith-Based LGBTQIA+ Cultural Competency Training on Satur-

day morning, May 9, 9:00 AM-12:00 NN at Boehm’s UCC, with lunch following the 

meeting.  The facilitator will be Todd Snovel, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 

Commission on LGBTQ Affairs.  A $5.00 donation is requested from each participant 

to cover the cost of materials and refreshments.  Register on Eventbrite at http://bit.ly/

interfaith lgbtqtraining. 
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LOTS OF LOVE Campaign 

We need to rebuild and resurface the parking lot and 

driveway that is on the south side of the church. The cur-

rent driveway is crumbling through use and weather. Most 

importantly, the side lot is used for handicapped parking. 

Unfortunately, it does not comply with building code: The 

current slope is too steep for continued use for handicapped parking and the markings are too 

narrow. 

 The side lot is the only feasible entry for those facing challenges in walking. This entrance ena-

bles accessibility to everyone. 

 Rebuilding and resurfacing the driveway and lot will cost $14,300. Improvements are scheduled 

to be undertaken in the Spring of 2020. Payment for the project has been allocated from the 

churchs investment funds. 

 In order to offset the cost of the improvements, the Congregation approved holding a capital 

campaign. We are calling this the LOTS OF LOVE Campaign, 

consisting of a 3-year pledge period for congregants and fund-

raising. The campaign will commence March 2020 (Social 

Ministry started fundraising through the Christmas Cookie Sale 

in December 2019). Campaign proceeds will replace the funds 

taken from the church’s investments. 

 A form for making a pledge will be available in the pews and 

also sent to your home. Please prayerfully consider what you 

can donate toward LOTS OF LOVE so that all are welcome to 

 

Join Us, here at St. Paul’s, 

Wednesday February 26th, 

 at 7:00 PM for  

Worship on  

Ash Wednesday! 



St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

837 Old Bethlehem Road 

Quakertown, PA 18951 
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE IN JOYFUL SERVICE! 


