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Welcome to our worship of the Lord Jesus Christ!  On this final Sunday of the liturgical year, our 
gospel reading is Jesus’ great story of judgment.  In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ 
by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged.  The prophet Ezekiel testifies 
to the shepherding God who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.  Even 
amidst the domineering and destructive powers of this age, we gather around the Table to celebrate 
the Reign of Christ and His victory over death, acknowledging Christ as our true and merciful Ruler 
and anticipating His consummation of the ages not only through our worship, but also through our 
loving words and deeds. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN:    “Oh, Worship the King!”   ELW 842  

See page 14 of this bulletin for the music. 

Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above!  Oh, gratefully sing God’s power and love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

 
The earth with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, Your pow’r has founded of old; 

Established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite?  It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, in You do we trust, nor find You to fail; 

Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 

O measureless might, ineffable love, while angels delight to hymn You above, 
The humbler creation, though feeble their lays, with true adoration shall sing to Your praise. 
 

Christ the King 
November 22, 2020  +   9:00 AM 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS: 

We gather today just as God has gathered us together in our Baptism: 
in the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known; from You no secrets are hid.   
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy Name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth’s not in us.   
But if we confess our sins, God who’s faithful and just will forgive us our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
So let’s confess our sin against God and one another: 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we’re in bondage to sin and can’t free ourselves.   
We’ve sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we’ve done and by what we’ve left undone.   
We haven’t loved You with our whole heart;  
we haven’t loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways,  
to the glory of Your holy Name.  Amen. 

 

Hear the Good News, brothers and sisters: In the mercy of Almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for His sake, God + forgives you all your sins!   
To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become the children of God  
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND KYRIE: 

See page 15-17 of this bulletin for the music to this section. 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.           Lord, have mercy! 
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.      
                    Lord, have mercy! 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.       Lord, have mercy! 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord.              Lord, have mercy! 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord!          Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   “This is the Feast of Victory!” 

This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God! 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory are his! 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia! 

 
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever!  Amen! 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His Reign!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.    And also with you.  

Then let’s pray:  God of power and might,  
Your Son shows us the way of service, and in Him we inherit the riches of Your grace.  
Give us the wisdom to know what’s right and the strength to serve the world You’ve made,  
through Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 



4 

 

 

 

WORD AND PRAYER 

FIRST READING:     Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24            NLT  

The prophet Ezekiel proclaims: This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “I Myself will search 
and find My sheep.  12 I’ll be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock; I’ll find My sheep 
and rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on that dark and cloudy day.  
13 I’ll bring them back home to their own land of Israel from among the peoples and nations.  
I’ll feed them on the mountains of Israel and by the rivers and in all the places where people 
live.  14 Yes, I’ll give them good pastureland on the high hills of Israel.  There they’ll lie down 
in pleasant places and feed in the lush pastures of the hills.  15 I Myself will tend My sheep 
and give them a place to lie down in peace,” says the Sovereign Lord.  16 “I’ll search for My 
lost ones who strayed away, and I’ll bring them safely home again.  I’ll bandage the injured 
and strengthen the weak— but I’ll destroy those who are fat and powerful.  I’ll feed them, 
yes— feed them justice…”  20  I’ll surely judge between the fat sheep and the scrawny sheep.  
21 For you fat sheep pushed and butted and crowded My sick and hungry flock until you 
scattered them to distant lands.  22 So I’ll rescue My flock, and they’ll no longer be abused.  
I’ll judge between one animal of the flock and another.  23 And I’ll set over them one 
shepherd, My servant David.  He’ll feed them and be a shepherd to them.  24 And I, the Lord, 
will be their God, and My servant David will be a prince among My people.  I, the Lord, have 
spoken!” 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING:    Ephesians 1.15-23              NLT  

St Paul writes: Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
for God’s people everywhere, 16 I haven’t stopped thanking God for you.  I pray for you 
constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual 
wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God.  18 I pray that your 
hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope He’s given 
to those He called— His holy people who are His rich and glorious inheritance. 19 I also pray 
that you’ll understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe Him.  This 
is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the place of 
honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.  21 Now He’s far above any ruler or 
authority or power or leader or anything else— not only in this world, but also in the world 
to come.  22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made Him head over 
all things for the benefit of the Church.  23 And the Church is Christ’s body; it’s made full and 
complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with Himself. 
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This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Matthew 25.31-46          NLT 
See page 17 of this bulletin for the music to this section. 

Alleluia!  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the 25th chapter.   Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said to His disciples, 31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels 
with Him, then He’ll sit upon His glorious throne.  32 All the nations will be gathered in His 
presence, and He’ll separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  
33 He’ll place the sheep at His right hand and the goats at His left. 

34 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world!  35 For I was hungry, 
and you fed Me; I was thirsty, and you gave Me a drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me 
into your home; 36 I was naked, and you gave Me clothing; I was sick, and you cared for Me; 
I was in prison, and you visited Me.’  37 Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did 
we ever see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink, 38 or a 
stranger and show You hospitality, or naked and give You clothing?  39 When did we ever 
see You sick or in prison and visit you?’  40 And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when 
you did it to one of the least of these My brothers and sisters, you were doing it to Me!’ 

41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons!  42 For I was hungry, and you didn’t 
feed Me; I was thirsty, and you didn’t give Me a drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you didn’t 
invite Me into your home; I was naked, and you didn’t give Me clothing; I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t visit Me.’  44 Then they’ll reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see You 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help You?’  45 And He’ll 
answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these My brothers and 
sisters, you were refusing to help Me.’  46 And they’ll go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous will go into eternal life.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.           Praise to You, O Christ!  
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”   
                         ELW 855 

See p. 18 of this bulletin for the music. 

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne! 
Hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 

 
Crown Him the virgin's Son, the God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won which now His brow adorn; 
Fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of love— behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright. 

 
Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail!  For Thou hast died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity! 
 

 

NICENE CREED: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth— of all that is, seen and unseen.     

> 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father:  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
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begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
He became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man.   
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His Kingdom will have no end.      
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS AND SHARING OF PEACE:             
Let’s pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,  
and for all people according to their needs:  

Good and gracious God, we give You thanks and praise for sustaining Your people through 
another year of grace.  Continue to shepherd Your people with Your tender care.  By Your 
Holy Spirit, unleash Your immeasurable power through us who believe, clothing us in 
compassion and righteousness so that we might embody Christ faithfully in the world, alive 
in Him to bring healing to those around us and mend Your whole creation.  Train our ears 
and our hearts to hear Your cry in the needs of those around us; and bless the social 
ministries through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. 

As You cause rain to fall on the just and the unjust alike, guide us to use the resources of 
Your good creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for 
the earth.  Stir us up to restore that which has been harmed through our neglect, that Your 
whole creation may experience the foretastes of Your promised future. 

Bring peace to every community and every land where conflict rages, that Your Reign may 
be honored throughout the world.  Be with the strife-torn people of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan, Ethiopia and Eritrea, Taiwan and Hong Kong, Yemen and Saudi Arabia.  Heal the 
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sinful divisions we erect between us, and release us from systems of oppression, racism, 
and violence.  Restore our capacity to see Your image in those whose dignity we’ve so often 
belittled or stripped away, and make us all ministers of Your reconciling love. 

You’ve made all the peoples of the earth for Your glory, to serve You in freedom and in peace.  
Give the people of our land a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may 
use our liberty in accordance with Your gracious will.  Renew the ties of mutual regard 
which form our civic life.  Give us honest and able leaders, and enable us to work together 
to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness 
and justice with order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing 
talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity.   

Visit our homes this upcoming Thanksgiving holiday.  When we grieve our necessary 
separation from loved ones, embrace us with Your care.  Keep our gatherings safe, and even 
in our quieter celebrations, give us voices to offer thanks to You for Your perpetual 
blessings. 

In this time so besieged by hurricanes, fires, and viruses, we turn to You for refuge and help.  
Deliver us from our peril and give strength and skill to those who minister to the needy, that 
homes and lives may be restored and trauma give way to newness of life.  Equip us to feed 
the hungry, to provide clean water for the thirsty, to welcome the stranger, to clothe the 
naked, to care for the sick, to visit the prisoners.   Bring healing to the millions who are 
suffering from the coronavirus— all who are sick, dying, despairing, isolated, unemployed, 
and all exhausted medical workers.  Guide our researchers in developing a vaccine and our 
medical infrastructure in getting it out to everyone equitably and widely.  Strengthen those 
who face the challenges of recuperation, and pour out Your healing Holy Spirit on those who 
lives are bound by any kind of sickness, grief, captivity, or despair, especially those whom 
we name before You now…  Embrace them in Your healing love, deliver them from their 
distress, set them free from all that holds them bound, and renew them in strength and life, 
hope and joy.  

We praise You for all Your saints who’ve died in faith, especially this week for the 
hymnwriter Isaac Watts, who gave us words to praise the Reign of Christ.   At the end of all 
things, bring us together with all the saints into Your Reign of joy. 

For into Your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.          Amen. 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.          And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”        
See p. 19-21 for the music to this section. 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life, 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You’ve first given us:  
ourselves, our time, and our possessions— signs of Your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:                

The Lord is with you.                   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!                 We lift them to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       It is right to give Him thanks and praise! 

It’s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere  
give thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord!   
By the witness of Your saints, You show us the hope of our calling  
and strengthen us to run the race set before us,  
that we may revel in Your mercy and rejoice with You in glory.   
And so with the Church on earth and the whole company of heaven,  
we praise your Name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord!  Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Heav'n and earth are full of Your glory!  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!   Hosanna in the highest! 
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In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks,  
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, "Take and eat.   
This is My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me."   
Again after supper He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of Me."    
 
And so, remembering all that our Lord has done for us,  
believing the witness of His resurrection, awaiting His final appearing in glory,  
we share this foretaste of the feast to come.   
Now send Your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
as He comes to us in His holy Supper.   
Empower us by that same Spirit to love and forgive,  
that our lives may anticipate that day when You’ll make all things new.   
All this we pray with joy through our Lord Jesus Christ, who’s taught us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

CANTICLE:     “Lamb of God”  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace! 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION                 > 

Now we share God’s consecrated gifts among God’s consecrated people, knowing that our living 
Lord Jesus is fully present with us in His Supper, giving Himself to us in bread and wine and 
forgiving love.   When giving the bread to your neighbor, say “The body of Christ, given for 
you.”  When giving the wine/grape juice say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  Whatever’s 
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left over may be reverently eaten and drunk by everyone after our worship is over.  Once we’ve 
all shared in the body and blood of Christ, we continue in blessing and prayer: 

 

 

SENDING 

THANKSGIVING, PRAYER, AND BENEDICTION:   

May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.               Amen. 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise!   Tell everyone what He has done! 
Let everyone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His Name! 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
With shouts of thanksgiving!   Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
We give You thanks, Almighty God,  
that You’ve refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life;  
and we pray that in Your mercy You would strengthen us, through this gift,  
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.               Amen. 
 
Now go forth, strengthened with the power of God,  
the love of Christ Jesus, and the help of the Holy Spirit;  
and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:    “Jesus Shall Reign”      ELW 434 

See page 22 of this bulletin for the music. 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run; 
His Kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 
To Him shall endless prayer be made, and praises throng to crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
 

People and realms of ev'ry tongue dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on His name. 
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Blessings abound where'er He reigns!  The prisoners leap to lose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

Let ev'ry creature rise and bring peculiar honors to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen!  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                          We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?            Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God!   
 

“You Did It to Me” 

In one of the most powerful passages in the Gospels, Jesus while still on earth foretells this scene 
of the Last Judgment.  All the nations of the earth are drawn up before the Son of Man, He says, and 
the Son of Man will separate them from one another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats.  It’s the principle by which He separates them that split history in two.  Placing the souls of 
the righteous on His right hand, He says to them, “I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I 
was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me”— and when the righteous turn 
to Him and ask when they can ever have had the opportunity to do such things for Him, He answers 
them by saying, “As you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  And then 
the unrighteous, of course.  “I was hungry and you gave Me no food,” He says— thirsty, a stranger, 
naked and sick and in prison— and to their shuddering question “Lord, when?” He has a 
shuddering answer: “As you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to Me.” 

Thus for Jesus, the only distinction between men that ultimately matters seems to be not whether 
they’re churchgoers or non-churchgoers, communists or capitalists, Catholics or Protestants or 
Jews, but do they or do they not love— love not in the sense of an emotion so much as in the sense 
of an act of the will, the loving act of willing another's good even, if need arise, at the expense of 
their own.  “Hell is the suffering of being unable to love,” said old Father Zossima— or as John puts 
it in his first epistle, “Whoever doesn’t love remains in death.”  It’s no wonder that enthroned in 
the ivory diptych with His mother on her knees at His side, Jesus throws up his hands in dismay.   



13 

 

 

 

“As you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  Just as Jesus appeared at 
His birth as a helpless child that the world was free to care for or destroy, so now He appears in 
His resurrection as the pauper, the prisoner, the stranger: appears in every form of human need 
that the world is free to serve or to ignore… 

• Frederick Buechner, “The Faces of Jesus” 

 

In early 2013, Canadian sculptor Timothy Schmalz unveiled “Homeless Jesus,” a bronze sculpture 
depicting Jesus as a homeless person, sleeping on a park bench.  Schmalz installed the original 
sculpture at Regis College, University of Toronto, and since then, casts have been installed 
worldwide.  The sculpture is designed in such a way that Jesus is huddled beneath a blanket, His 
face and hands obscured.  Only the crucifixion wounds on His feet reveal His identity. 

A devout Catholic, Schmalz describes the sculpture as a “visual translation” of our Gospel reading 
for this week, in which Jesus identifies Himself with the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, 
the sick, and the prisoner, and then tells His followers: “Whatever you did to one of the least of 
these who are members of My family, you did it to Me.” 

Not surprisingly, reactions to the statue vary.  Some people find it offensive.  Others adore it.  Pope 
Francis has blessed it.  People sit and pray beside it.  In one city, a woman called the police within 
minutes of the sculpture’s installation, assuming that the figure beneath the blanket was a real 
homeless person… 

• Debie Thomas 
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Oh, Worship the King 
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Kyrie 
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This is the Feast of Victory! 
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Alleluia!   [Gospel Acclamation] 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord   [Sanctus] 

 

Lamb of God 

> 
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Thank the Lord and Sing His Praise 
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Jesus Shall Reign 

 
 
 



23 

 

 

 

A Timely Feast 

Christ the King Sunday is one of the more recent additions to the Western liturgical calendar.  Pope 
Pius XI instituted it in 1925, when, as Silas Henderson writes, “a world that had been ravaged by 
the First World War… had begun to bow down before the ‘lords’ of exploitative consumerism, 
nationalism, secularism, and new forms of injustice...  Pope Pius envisioned a dominion by a King 
of Peace who came to reconcile all things, who came not to be served but to serve.” 

A very quick historical survey of 1925 reveals the following events: Benito Mussolini dissolved the 
Italian parliament and became a dictator.  US president Calvin Coolidge proposed phasing out 
the inheritance tax.  In Munich, Adolf Hitler resurrected his political party and published his book 
Mein Kampf.  John T. Scopes was arrested for teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution in Tennessee.  
A strike for higher wages at a Japanese-owned cotton mill in Shanghai resulted in the mill’s 
management committing brutalities against strike supporters.  As many as 40,000 members of the 
KKK paraded in Washington, DC (the Klan had 5,000,000 members, making it the largest fraternal 
organization in the United States).  Immigration to the United States from Italy dropped by nearly 
90%, and immigration from Britain dropped by 53%; and the Spanish flu pandemic had ended just 
seven years prior. 

Pope Pius was combating the sin of idolatry by refocusing the ultimate concern of the Church on 
Jesus and His vexing ways of service, self-sacrifice, and subversive action.  The power and wealth 
of the Vatican notwithstanding (alas, the institutional church has always found a way to ignore its 
own privilege), he warned Christians against the trappings of empire and hoped that by identifying 
Christ as the opposite and celebrating Him as King, the Church and world might find their way to 
something more Christlike in character… 

The parallels we see between 1925 and 2020 are undeniable, right down to the arguments about 
the validity of science and the increase in white supremacist terror.   I agree with Pope Pius that 
it’s necessary to disentangle Jesus from the idols of our time, and in fact the idols of all times.   But 
I’m not convinced the language of empire and kings is the way to do it…  Matthew 25 calls us to an 
ethic of decentering ourselves and our overt and covert desires for enthronement in the interest 
of meeting those in need with relief, compassion, comfort, and dignity...   

• Libby Howe 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.            11/22 
Christ the King 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 
 
6:00 PM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Holy Communion online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

Confirmation Class via Zoom * 

Mon.          11/23 7:00 PM Congregational Budget Meeting via Zoom * 

Thur.         11/26  THANKSGIVING DAY 

Fri.             11/27 1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Al-Anon  
AA  [F] 

Sun.            11/29 
Advent 1 
(Year C) 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 
 
6:00 PM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Holy Communion online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

Confirmation Class via Zoom * 

 If you’d like to participate in these activities taking place over Zoom, go to zoom.us, click “Join a 
Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it asks for a password, use 
119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work: 
929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 
3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart phone or computer, you 
can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—something that's precious right now!)   
You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and 
you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Fay Barndt, 
Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Trump and his cabinet, Don & Karen Ludovici, 
Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Carole Eddings, Bob Knapp, Ray Constable, Walter 
Rausch, Bob Westervelt, Carol Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Walt & Ryan, 
Bobby Lane, Alan West, Aly Brown, Connie Slotter, Cheryl Ball, Doug Fay, Karen Berger, Gary Kratz, 
Jim, Pr Susan Lynch, Pr Wanda Schwandt, Barb Fehnel, Sheena Lakjer, Larry Noblit, Stan Johnson, Jan 
Riley, Sam Sovacol, Karen Blitch, Mattie Bleam, Samantha Martin, Jeannie Rothsching, Donna Wyatt, 
Marie Shaw, Kevin Schrantz, Robert Ball; victims of flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires; 
everyone struggling with COVID-19 and its containment.            > 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK  [contd.]   

• Families and friends of Bill Umstead, John Deily, James Diefenderfer, Linda Wakely, Joe Poltzer, Bill 
Stever, Tommy Neuman, Jack Maccarone, Scott Rittoper, Gino Bertorelli, George Cute, George Floyd, 
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Rayshard Brooks, Elijah McClain, Bill Pentecost, Bill Barndt Sr., 
Charles Brous, Bill Hudreck, Robert Webb, Dotsy Guetter, Bob Mattea, Nathan Sovacol, Karl Gross, Kara 
L, Bill Blain, Walter Wallace. 

This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Karen Ludovici in loving memory of her 
mother Mary Reichner  and father Don Cook. 

Today the Church as a whole celebrates the Reign of Christ— but Nov. 22, 2020 marks the 50th 
anniversary of Lutheran women being ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament in the 
United States, 40 years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals 
being able to serve freely in ordained ministry.  We give thanks to God for the women and LGBTQIA+ 
individuals who’ve gone before and blazed a trail for many to hear the Gospel proclaimed by new 
voices, and look with hope to the future knowing the gifts and service they’ve brought to our church 
and our world as pastors. 

After a long time of being unable to worship indoors because of the coronavirus pandemic, we had 
hoped to resume in-person worship at St Paul’s beginning today— but because a new and powerful 
surge of the COVID-19 pandemic has befallen us recently, we’ve decided to postpone returning to in-
person worship for the time being until it’s safer for us to gather.   (Our Council will review this 
decision periodically and adjust our response appropriately.)  We’ll continue to livestream our 
worship via Facebook Live and host our fellowship hour via Zoom, so hang in there with us.    

Tomorrow evening, Nov. 23 at 7:00 PM (yes, that’s a Monday night), we’ll hold our annual 
Congregational Budget Meeting via Zoom to review and approve our 2021 ministry budget.  Again, 
to attend the meeting, go to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your 
phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.  After you 
dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in.  
We’ve emailed copies of the budget in advance, and we’ll have it viewable on screen during the Zoom 
meeting. 

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this in 
several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] You 
can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the good 
things God’s doing through us. 

 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
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Our November “Monthly Special” offerings will go to support Habitat for Humanity of Bucks County.  
Habitat for Humanity works to eliminate substandard housing locally and worldwide through 
building, rehabilitating, and preserving homes; advocating for fair and just housing policies; and 
providing training and access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions.  Please 
give generously! 

Because of various continuing education events Pr Dave need to attend this month (and of course 
Thanksgiving Day), our Thursday Morning Bible Study will be on hold this month.  We’ll be back in 
action in December!  

The Upper Bucks Code Blue sheltering ministry of Advocates for the Homeless of Upper Bucks 
(AHUB) provides emergency shelter for homeless people when nighttime temperatures and/or wind 
chills reach dangerous levels (26 degrees or below) from Nov. 15-Apr. 15.   We’ve adapted our 
sheltering space and safety protocols at the Quakertown Masonic Lodge to make it COVID-19 safe for 
guests and volunteers alike, with plenty of personal protective equipment and sanitization supplies—
but we desperately need overnight volunteers!  If you can help, please see Pr Dave.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our Social Ministry Team won’t be putting out the Christmas Card 
box this year. 

A thank-you note from Patricia Stever:  “A great big hug and thanks to my church family!  Your cards 
and prayer meant a lot to me!”  

2021 Flower and Bulletin Sponsors Needed: Linda Hertzog has been making phone calls but missed 
many of you by phone.   If you’d like to select a special date to sponsor either bulletins or flowers, 
please contact Linda Hertzog at 610.395.1114.  

 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 


