November 2021

Pastor’s Corner
Welcome to the month of November! Even in the quirky context of the Church’s liturgical time,
November’s a month that’s doesn’t quite fit with either what precedes it or what follows it. For
months, we’ve been journeying through the Sundays after Pentecost, listening to the teachings of
Jesus and patiently following Him as He journeys to Jerusalem— but November’s Sundays point
our gaze toward the legacy and future of the saints and the Reign of Christ at the consummation of
the ages. Then beginning with the last Sunday in November, we begin a new liturgical year with
the season of Advent— which seems to pick up where the rest of the month left off, but quickly
tilts in our imaginations toward visions of Christmas. November places us in a strange (or better, “liminal”) boundary
land where time seems to come at us from both directions— and in which direction do we continue our journey?
If this sounds like the stuff of science fiction, let me explain. I suspect it’s our natural human inclination to long for “the
good old days”, to strive to maintain or resurrect “the way things have always been”, especially in those times when the
tides of history and human need challenge our comfortable status quo. The conservative movement that’s dominated
our society for most of my lifetime is a direct response to the human rights movements of the 1960s, and is just one example of this. Another example of this is what so much of the Church is experiencing right now, the “decline” of the
institutional Church in comparison to the Church’s “glory days” of 1950-1980 or so, and how we deal with this
“decline”. The irony of this inclination is that the truth of history usually testifies that “the good old days” were rarely
as “good” as they seem in our romanticized memories— and sometimes when those times were “good”, they were in
fact total anomalies rather than “the way things have always been". (Exhibit A of this: the Church’s “glory days” of
1950-1980 or so…)
The Feast of All Saints, and the legacy of the great saints of the Church in general, gives us an opportunity to ponder
this irony. We sing the praises of the great saints of old, and in our romanticized memories we acclaim the prophets and
saints of old as heroes of faith— but think about it: If they were such heroes, why were so many of them resisted and/or
killed by their contemporaries? They were resisted and/or killed because they challenged “the way things have always
been” and called “the good old days” “not good”, and did so in the name of God and God’s ideas of how people are supposed to thrive in community. They dared to hear the cries of those whom the status quo trampled underfoot, to challenge the present not on the basis of a more comfortable or romanticized past, but on the basis of God’s promised future— a future that called the present to repentance and transformation.
But November’s liturgical course presents us with another direction by which to interpret our present and chart our future: the reformation of Church and society in the light of God’s overarching vision for humanity and the “new creation”
that God intends for us to become and catalyze in Christ. In their visions of the obnoxious saints of old now held in
God’s embrace, in their visions of God’s Reign that’s not “of this world”, November’s readings gift us with “heaven to
earth, Christ to the people, gift of the future now flowing to me” [Herb Brokering]— not to lull us into some sort of eschatological sleep, but to drive us to the hard tasks of discipleship, to living in and living out the strange and gracious
ways of God in Christ that rattle both our society’s status quo and our own temptations to pious quietism and make us
catalysts of God’s new creation in the here and now.

Being such catalysts of God’s new creation as God’s people in 2021 and beyond won’t be easy for us. We won’t be
able to reclaim “the good old days” of the Church as we might wish. We’ll have to be scrappier and more insurgent in
our mission; we’ll need to adapt our structures and our interrelationships; we’ll need to make growth in discipleship less
the task of the “professionals” and the “institution” and more the task of the family and community; and we’ll need to
rediscover and reclaim as our own those aspects of Christ Jesus and the saints that made them most annoying to their
contemporaries rather than worrying about boosting our popularity or marketability. But the promise of God that November offers us gives us reassurance as we embark on that harder journey: that the Crucified and Risen Christ who is
Himself “heaven to earth” is also the Omega, the consummation of history and the Justice toward which the moral arc of
the universe bends. The future by which we dare to leverage the present is a future that’s sure and trustworthy, because
it’s already held in God’s keeping. So as we journey through this liminal November, let’s allow God’s gift of the future
to flow to and through us to give us new vision, to renew us in hope, and to catalyze both our transformation and our
community’s transformation ever more fully into the image of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Yours in Christ Jesus our risen Lord,

Pr. Dave
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Worship in November: “For All the Saints!”
November’s the time of year when the Church remembers all those who’ve entered
into the fullness of eternal life and begins looking forward to the consummation of
history in the return of Christ Jesus. Here at St Paul’s, we’re celebrating the time in
some neat ways:
Throughout the month of November, we’ll be using the classic LBW Setting 2 as our
base liturgy, singing “This is the Feast of Victory!” with gusto and chanting the Kyrie
and Proper Prefaces joyfully, rejoicing in the beauty of the Lord’s holiness. (And indeed, with only one “non-Communion” Sunday this month, we’ll be sharing the Feast of God’s victory
most bountifully!)


November 7 is the Feast of All Saints, when we remember our brothers and sisters who’ve died over
the past year. We’ll light the Paschal Candle in remembrance of Jesus’ resurrection shared with them,
and light votive candles in their individual remembrance. (Please call in the names of loved ones you
want to remember on that day to Alicia at 215.536.5789 or stpaulsqtown@gmail.com by October 31.)
 By the way, November 7 marks the end of Daylight Savings Time— so before you go to bed November 6, make sure to make your clocks “fall back” one hour (if they don’t already do so automatically) so you can enjoy the extra hour of sleep before joining us for worship Sunday morning!



On November 14, we’ll be celebrating two things— Veterans Day and Harvest Home! We’ll be completing the harvest season display we’ve been assembling in the front of the sanctuary, bringing in food
to share with our neighbors through the Quakertown Food Pantry; and we’ll be remembering and rejoicing in those who serve our nation in the armed forces, remembering as well the 20 veterans who take
their own lives every day to end the pain of PTSD, moral injury, and deep woundedness of soul.



On November 21, we’ll celebrate Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church year, with a
service that ponders what sort of King we have in Jesus, and of what sort of Kingdom we’re citizens…



And then on November 28, we’ll begin a new Church year with Holy Communion and the First Sunday of Advent. It’s the beginning of the Year of Luke (aka “Year C”)

With the Delta variant of the coronavirus still raging in our region, we’re continuing our adapted worship
protocols to keep our most vulnerable members and visitors safe. That means we’re strongly encouraging everyone to observe safe distancing, the wearing of face masks (we have plenty of the disposable surgical face masks available for your use, and they’re much easier to breathe through and sing through than the
cloth masks), and limited physical contact. We're keeping our exterior and interior doors open to increase airflow and ventilation through the space for increased safety. We’re distributing Holy Communion
by “stations” rather than gathering everyone around the altar rail—but we’re not receiving the wine by
intinction (dipping the wafer into the wine), and we’re sticking with wafers for the time being rather than
loaves of bread. And we're continuing to "livestream" our services online, so our more distant and/or
infirm members can continue to share with us in worship, fellowship, and service. Go to
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown to join us online.
It’s a month full of special worship events— and certainly full of the presence, peace, and power of our
Lord Jesus Christ giving Himself to us and for us in Word and Sacrament. So mark your calendars, invite
your friends to join you, and come and share in an exciting month of worship here at St Paul’s!

Plans for Joyful Noise 9 on June 18, 2022 continue to move forward. Thanks to all who have
attended our planning meetings and have been thinking about how to have a successful event in
these crazy times. Our next meeting will be held on November 14 after worship. Please plan
on attending and being a part of this great way that St. Paul’s helps our neighbors in need!
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Baptismal Anniversaries!
We rejoice to celebrate people's biological birthdays all the time, and rightly. But as
wonderful as receiving the gift of life in this world is, receiving the gift of new and eternal life in Christ Jesus in our Baptism is even more wonderful (and best of all, it never
grows old!). Why shouldn't we celebrate the anniversary of our new birth in Christ even
more gladly?
Happy Baptismal Birthday!

Luca Barndt, Ray Constable, Laura Ulrich

Supporting our Ministry in 2022: Thank you for you faithfulness in 2021 to pull together to keep our ministry alive!
This is our adoptive family where we reach out to one another and find support. Among those who made a pledge in
2020, we are keeping up and even slightly ahead of giving. As for payments on pledges for the Lots of Love campaign
for the parking renovations, we have 2/3 fulfilled already! Those attending church in person or by live stream find the
same inspiring preaching and stirring music as pre-pandemic. So now please consider your pledge for 2022: help us
keep our worship alive, our church home in sound shape, and our ability to reach out vibrant. In the newsletter you will
find the Simply Giving form that allows you an easy way to keep current with your pledge. Or continue to mail or drop
off your envelope to the office. A letter will shortly arrive with a pledge card and Simply Giving form. Please plan to
return the pledge card (and Simply Giving form, if you choose to use that) by October 31, All Saints Eve and the 504th
anniversary of Martin Luther's proposal to debate paying indulgences (and other issues). God Bless Us All!

Congregational Budget Meeting
Nov. 21
On November 21 after worship, we’ll
hold our annual Congregational Budget Meeting to review and approve our
2021 ministry budget. (Copies of the
budget will be available by Nov. 14 for
your review prior to the meeting.) If
you’d like to attend from afar, go to zoom.us, click “Join a
Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 370 014
7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should
be in. If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will
work to access Zoom: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After
you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in
370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in. (What's more, with
your smart phone or computer, you can engage video as well as
audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious
right now!) We’ll email copies of the budget in advance, as
well as have it viewable on screen during the meeting.
Turn back your clocks before
bed Saturday, Nov. 6th;
daylight saving time ends on
November 7th.
Bulletin Sponsors Needed

DON’T FORGET TO …

Monthly Special:
Taken from Habitat for Humanity’s website https://
www.habitatbucks.org/
“Habitat for Humanity of

Bucks County is part of a
global, nonprofit housing organization operated on
Christian principles that seeks to put God’s love into
action by building homes, communities, and hope.
Habitat for Humanity of Bucks County is dedicated to
eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide through constructing, rehabilitating, and preserving homes; by advocating for fair and just housing
policies; and by providing training and access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions. Habitat for Humanity was founded on the conviction that every man, woman, and child should have
a simple, durable place to live in dignity and safety,
and that decent shelter in decent communities should
be a matter of conscience and action for all.”
If you’d like to contribute to our monthly special simply
send a check to the church with Habitat for Humanity
listed in the memo if you’d like to support this ministry
to our community.

1. Save your Redner’s receipts and place in the envelope on the Narthex Bulletin Board. This is a
simple way to financially help St. Paul’s.
2. Save your aluminum tabs from Soda Cans, Soup
Cans, etc. and give to Todd Silvius for the Ronald
McDonald House.
3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the Electronic version of the newsletter by e-mailing us at
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com.
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We are looking for a new congregational coordinator
for our Food Pantry efforts here at St Paul. Many thanks
to Denise Shaeffer for her fine work over the years! If
you’re interested, please contact Pr Dave.

Faith Formation
Resources Online
During this time when we’re
unable to gather together yet
for traditional Sunday School
classes, there are still plenty of
ways to explore God’s love
together as a family—and
some excellent (and free) resources to help with this task!
One great place to look is at
www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/vibrant-faith-home.html .
If you go to www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/families-with
-children.html, you’ll find a host of short (5-10 minutes)
activities designed for children; they include Bible Stories, Conversations, Learning about Faith, Prayer, Ritual
& Tradition, and Serving Others. They’re in PDF files
with a simple formatting to make it easy to use and
download. You have permission to use these activities
in a print or digital format. These activities were created
between 2012 and 2015 as part of the Vibrant Faith
@Home project and were originally designed for the
four seasons of the year. Many of the activities can be
experienced year-round, so be sure to review the activities for use at other times of the year. Some of the activities may contain links to videos or websites, so please
check the links before using the activity. Check them
out!

Order from Amazon? Benefit’s St.
Paul’s!
Help support St. Paul’s every time you
shop at Amazon by bookmarking this
link and using it when you shop at Amazon: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047. You will see
an amazon log –in screen which states on the left .5% of all
eligible purchases will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran
Church of Applebachsville. Sign in with your account/
password and continue with your purchase and check out. The
total donation by Amazon for all eligible purchases will be
credited to the church’s bank account on a quarterly basis.
Once you register St. Paul’s as your preferred charity, it becomes a part of your Amazon account and all future purchases
will automatically be credited to the church. Any questions
regarding this program can be directed to the Finance Committee or just use the information tabs on the Amazon site.
This last quarter, St. Paul’s made $35.48! Every penny
helps thank you!

Like Us on Facebook (and Otherwise Online)!
Did you know that St Paul’s maintains an active church website, as well as several Facebook pages? Check out our online presence at the following sites:
Our church website:
Our email address:
Our Facebook page:

www.stpaulsqtown.org
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown

Our Joyful Noise Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
For daily Morning and Evening Prayer: https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/

Simply Giving is a SAFE, SECURE and easy way to tithe to the church on a regular basis. You may give
via our website a one time tithe OR sign up using a paper form through the church office. Using a paper
form you may specify an amount deducted weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on a date of your
choosing. If this is something that interests you, please contact the church office for more
information at 215-536-5789 or e-mail Alicia at stpaulsqtown@gmail.com with any questions or to request an application. Thank you for your continued financial gifts which enable
the church to continue to spread the gospel, worship, learn together, and share God’s love in
Joyful Service!
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Mask Sale!
Thanks to the generosity of Patty Schumacher and her skilled mask
masking abilities, and all those at St. Paul’s who purchased masks
from her, the bell covers needed for the St. Paull’s Players have been
financially covered. Patty has decided to continue selling her masks
donating the proceeds to the current painting project taking place
both inside and outside at St. Paul’s.
Masks can be found in the fellowship hall for $10/each. Each mask
is made with 2 layers of 100% cotton and 1 layer of iron on interfacing (for the design). The elastic at the ears can be replaced with ribbons or shoe laces so the mask can be tied around the head if preferred. Thank you Patty for this donation!

BC Grandfamilies Support Group: Nov. 5, 19 6:30 PM—8:39 PM
Lenape Valley Church 321 W. Butler Ave., New Britain, PA (turn onto Lite Road for
parking)
Run by grandparents for grandparents and other relatives raising the children of loved ones. Build support,
discuss topics related to challenges, celebrate successes, broaden knowledge, educate others through lived
experience and resources offered, we serve beyond Bucks County.
*Dinner/Refreshments Provided for All; Childcare offered for children who are potty-trained through age
12
Registration Required: Wed. Prior to Friday meeting. BCGrandFamilies@gmail.com

On Going Finance Business:
1. Vanguard Account Balances: As of September 30, 2021, balance is $131,335.32 due to
slight market losses during the month; August 31, 2021, balance was $134,473.36. Bob indicated
that cash is sufficient for current bills.
2. Income statement: As of September 30, 2021, expenses exceeded income by ($13,003.33);
August 31, 2021, expenses exceeded income by ($11,883.30); July 31st, expenses exceeded income
by ($10,460.23) year to date. Note that bill for maple tree removal of $2500 will arrive shortly.

Thursday Morning Bible Study News

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00-12:00 NN via Zoom
or Free Conference call. We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that await us come Sunday. You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot
out of this study— invite your friends and join us on zoom!
To participate in Thursday Morning Bible Study or any of our other activities taking place over Zoom, go to
zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in. If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work:
929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in
3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in. (What's more, with your smart phone or computer, you can engage
video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's really precious right now!) You can also
use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in.
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Join Us During Social Distancing on Zoom!
 If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go

to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.

 If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom:

929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's
code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in. (What's more, with your smart phone or
computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious
right now!)

 You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and

you’re in.

 Even though our Sunday morning Fellowship Hour is beings held in person again after worship, Patty

Schumacher’s making sure you can still join in, even if you can’t join us in person! To do so, follow the
instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm.

 And if you want to check out the latest announcements, you can find “This Week at St Paul’s” on Google

Docs at
docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit#

Supporting Our Ministries
Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s! While we haven’t
been able to gather in person during the pandemic, our staff continues to work hard, our
bills, salaries, and repairs still need to be paid, and we continue to reach out to our community to make disciples and touch people’s lives with the love of Christ. Your tithes
and offerings are still much needed during this time; and with our current 2021 finances
in a $11,000 deficit right now, your offerings are especially needed.
You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] If you’re already
signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit
card. Whatever way you choose, your contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the good things God’s doing through us.

COMMUNION BREAD RECIPE
Sift dry ingredients together three times (this is important):
3 cups flour (2 c. whole wheat, 1 c. white if possible)
1¼ tsp. baking powder
1¼ tsp. salt
Stir in 4 tsp. [olive] oil. Set aside.

Mix wet ingredients together until dissolved:
¾ cup + 2 Tbsp. very hot water (180+° F)
3 Tbsp. honey
3 Tbsp. molasses
Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients and mix well. Dough
should be slightly sticky. Don’t knead the dough.

Divide dough into four balls and flatten each ball into a ¼-in.
thick disk. With a knife, score a cross onto the top of each loaf (or score it like a pizza might be cut).
Lay the loaves on a baking sheet. Bake at 350° F for 10 mins. Remove from oven and brush the tops of the loaves with [olive]
oil. Then bake them for an additional 5 minutes. Then pull them out and let them cool. After sharing the bread in Holy Communion, after the service is over, reverently eat the rest of the loaf together.
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AHUB Upper Bucks Code Blue News
The Upper Bucks Code Blue sheltering ministry of Advocates for the Homeless of Upper
Bucks (AHUB) provides emergency shelter for homeless people when nighttime
temperatures and/or wind chills reach dangerous levels— in our case, 26 degrees or
below— from Nov. 15 through Apr. 15. Last winter, we provided such shelter for
22 different guests over 68 nights; and we anticipate that this winter, we’ll be sheltering even more of our neighbors in need at the Masonic Lodge building in downtown Quakertown. We’ve worked hard to adapt our sheltering space and safety protocols to make it COVID-19 safe for guests and volunteers alike, with plenty of personal protective equipment and sanitization supplies.
But this ministry requires volunteers sharing their time, organizational skills, relational skills, and of
course, food and supplies to make this shelter available for folks in need. We especially need men willing to serve in overnight shifts (either 8:15 PM-2:00 AM or 2:00-7:00 AM). If you’re interested in helping with the ministry of AHUB, please see Pr Dave.

Congregational Budget Meeting Nov. 21
On November 21 after worship, we’ll hold our annual Congregational Budget Meeting to review and
approve our 2021 ministry budget. (Copies of the budget will be available by Nov. 14 for your review
prior to the meeting.) If you’d like to attend from afar, go to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top
right of the page, use meeting ID 370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should
be in. If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom: 929.205.6099 or
312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then
119805 and you’re in. (What's more, with your smart phone or computer, you can engage video as well as
audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious right now!) We’ll email copies of the
budget in advance, as well as have it viewable on screen during the meeting.
The Mitten Tree Returns on November 7th! You will find this mitten decorated tree in the Narthex.
Simply take off a mitten with whatever dollar amount you wish to donate and give the donation to anyone on the Social Ministry Team or label an envelope and place in the offering plate for Social Ministry. This year, all donations will benefit Scout Troop 007 which meets at St. Paul’s.
Operation Christmas Child: Saint Paul's Social Ministry will again participate in the Operation Christmas Child program, sponsored by Samaritan's Purse. Please put this life changing activity on your radar screen and begin praying
for God's blessing as our church body fills wrapped shoe boxes with assorted items that reach children around the
world with gifts and the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Pre-wrapped, Operation Christmas Child boxes will
be available for pick-up beginning Sunday, October 3rd.
The last time we participated in this love project, 2019 (postponed because of COVID in 2020), we were able to complete over 100 gift
-filled packages. Based on our somewhat diminished attendance during the current pandemic, we have set a more realistic goal for
2021 of 50 completed boxes for delivery. Our hope and expectation, however, based on the generosity that we so often witness from
our St. Paul's family of believers, is that we will far surpass that goal, believing that what we do "in Jesus' name" is already blessed
beyond measure. If you're not able to manage the shopping that goes along with filling a box, perhaps you can sponsor the $9.00
shipping cost to send a pre-filled box. Either way, we're expecting great results from our efforts!
The final day to complete and turn in gift boxes is set for Sunday, November 14th at St. Paul's. Boxes will then be taken to East
Swamp Church, one of the epicenters for drop-off for National Collection week, November 15th through November 22nd.
For more information, or if you have questions, please contact Cecelia Casey (610/346-7383) or Pat Stever (610/847-2162).
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11/1 Henry DePue
11/1 Melanie Johnson
11/2 Alyssa Barndt
11/3 Sarah Hunsberger
11/3 Jessica Morgan
11/4 John Hunsberger
11/13 Dean Sauerwald
11/14 Linda Hertzog
11/14 Rhonda Diehl

11/15
11/17
11/19
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/26
11/29
11/29

Peter Flood
Joe Brown
Gordon Bryan
Winnie Knapp
Mervyn Brumbach
Joshua Roehner
Aubrey Diehl
Stefanie Bauman
Shane Ruth

Lutheran Disaster Response-Eastern PA is mobilizing disaster recovery teams to help families devastated
by recent Bucks County flooding and tornadoes. Your
gift today means that Lutheran Disaster Response can
connect survivors to resources they need to recover.
You can m
. If you’d like to
volunteer to help with cleanup and rebuilding, contact
Julia Menzo at jmenzo@libertylutheran.org.

Jake, Mary Beth and Jake Baringer, member’s at St. Paul’s, will be participating in the Brass Choir!
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