
April 2020 

Everyone’s been saying “We’re in uncharted territory”, and it’s a massive understatement… 
 
After all, when was the last time we Americans were truly under siege?  We’re dealing with a brand 
new type of coronavirus that’s rabidly contagious even as it lies fallow without symptoms in your 
system, endangering others more vulnerable even while you think you’re fine— and when it finally 

attacks them or you, it strikes with a vengeance, putting us on the brink of death for weeks if not killing us outright.  
There’s no place on the planet you can hide from it.  Even the world’s best healthcare and economic systems are being 
taxed beyond their capacities as they treat the sick and secure the most vulnerable.  And in the face of this viral siege, our 
most effective strategies for limiting and/or slowing down its spread have been washing our hands and surfaces regularly 
[almost obsessively often] and staying home.  “Social distancing” is the stock phrase we’re using, right up there with 
“sheltering in place”. 
 
But “sheltering in place” is much easier said than done.  Families that do pretty well relating to one another when their 
time together comes in manageable doses are emotionally stretched thin when they’re spending every waking moment 
together.  The absence of classroom and workplace structures leaves many feeling adrift.  Jobs may be suspended, but the 
bills those jobs help you pay aren’t being suspended.   
 
And then there’s our life in Christ— our life as the body of Christ gathered, empowered, and sent.  We haven’t been able 
to gather together in person for worship or Bible study or meetings for the last three weeks, and it’s not likely that we’ll 
be able to do so again until maybe June at the earliest.  Todd Silvius and I (and Alan Steiner at Christ Church) have been 
working hard to “live stream” our worship services online, and Alicia Byelich at St Paul’s and Barb Hartman at Christ 
Church have been working hard to keep connected with our folks who aren’t email/internet savvy— but it’s not quite the 
same as physically being together.  And we’re especially feeling that disconnectedness as we enter into Holy Week and 
Easter.  What’s Palm Sunday without the palms and the procession?  What’s Maundy Thursday without Holy Commun-
ion?  What’s Easter Day without the lilies, without the choirs and the many instruments— and without Holy Commun-
ion?  (And that may be our greatest hunger—our hunger for Holy Communion.  When we can’t share one bread, one cup 
together in one place, can we really have Holy Communion?  The ELCA’s bishops and teaching theologians have basi-
cally said no, that this pandemic forces us to fast from the Sacrament for the time being and to feast on the Word.  A few 
ELCA pastors have wrestled with finding ways to share “virtual Communion”, trying to make sure we’re really “all to-
gether” in sharing the bread and the cup— but again, this is uncharted territory theologically and liturgically, and it can 
easily become “the wild, wild West”…)   Especially in these precious seasons and celebrations, our physical separation 
from one another begins to feel really oppressive. 
 
So how might we navigate this strange time together without losing our minds or our souls?  Let me offer a few          
suggestions: 
 
• The Hebrew Scriptures give us two great images, two “mental models” for navigating this time: the Sabbath and the 

wilderness journey.  The Sabbath’s an intentional time set apart from the usual daily rhythms of work, school, and 
the like and dedicated to God, to family, and to the creation around us.  It’s a time to reaffirm that our worth isn’t 
rooted in what we do or make, but in simply being loved and treasured by God.  It’s a time to rest the body, yes, but 
even more so a time to rest the soul from its strivings— and to do so trusting that if the universe doesn’t fall apart 
when God rests, it certainly won’t fall apart if we do.  Indeed, the Sabbath gives both us and the creation around us 
time to heal.  Why not make this time of "social distancing" a Sabbath rest of sorts: a time to delve deeper into Scrip-
ture and prayer, to enjoy creation, to explore the potential of worship and devotional life together as family, and to 
attend to those deep spiritual and emotional needs that often get lost in the frenzy of other daily activities?  

 
And then there’s the wilderness journey...  For Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and then for the Israelites set free from 
slavery, the journey was at the heart of their identity.  God called them to the wilderness— indeed, God liberated 
them precisely to enter into the wilderness.  And for all these folks, the journey didn’t come with a roadmap or GPS 
or Google Maps.  They followed God’s call to the wilderness without knowing where they were headed.  Instead, 
they had to look for God’s direction each new day; they had to look for the pillar of cloud and fire or listen for God’s 
call anew.  And they had to learn to trust that God would provide them what they needed for each new day’s stage of 
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journey.  Their trust, their attentiveness to God’s leading, and their willingness to follow one day at a time was 
what helped them get through the journey and remain emotionally and spiritually nimble, ready to learn and 
grow.  Oh, and one more thing helped them— the knowledge that God Himself was pitching His tent with 
them along the way.  Even if they had to maintain some sort of “social distancing”, God didn’t, and God was-
n’t; God was in it with them for the long haul, and nothing was going to change that…     
 

• Another way of getting through this time is something we can learn from the monastic communities.  In the 
monastery, days are structured by regular times of worship centered around Scripture and prayer— traditionally 
seven “hours” or “daily offices”, but in modern circles often compressed into three (Morning Prayer, Evening 
Prayer, and Compline/Night Prayer).  There are several resources available to help you develop these times and 
habits of prayer.  One is the good old-fashioned Lutheran Book of Worship , which has liturgies for the three 
chief daily offices and a daily lectionary as well (we’re in Year Two if you’re trying to keep with most other 
folks).  Another is dailyoffice@wordpress.com , an Episcopal resource for daily prayer; this site actually gath-
ers an online community for Morning Prayer at 7:00 and 9:00 AM that you can link into via Zoom.  A similar 
option can be found at www.oremus.org.  And if you don’t want the liturgy but you do want the daily lectionary 
(and some great short biographies of saints being commemorated on various days), go to www.satucket.com/
lectionary .  Getting into the habit of marking particular times of your day for these times of Scripture and pray-
er can give your “sheltering in place” some additional structure and help you “redeem the time”.   

• Thirdly, figure out a way to help your neighbors in need.  You won’t be exposing yourself to pestilence if you 
deliver some extra food to the Food Pantry (and they desperately need that food right now so they can continue 
to help others).  Call your neighbors and friends on the phone just to check in with them and see how they’re 
doing— and listen patiently when they need to talk.  If you’re not especially vulnerable, you can do a grocery 
run for someone who is (or show them how to get their groceries delivered).  If you can sew, our local 
healthcare facilities (and frankly, many of your neighbors as well) desperately need washable, reusable face 
masks and gowns; right now, I know of two folks making these face masks, but I’m willing to bet we have a 
small army of folks who are able to, and JoAnn’s fabrics (among others) sells kits for making these masks.  
(Even old jeans, shirts, and bras can be repurposed for this task.)  If “idle hands are the devil’s workshop”, 
crafting, serving hands are God’s brass knuckles…   

 
• Finally, don’t let yourself fall into whirlpools of fear and anxiety.   I know, this too is far easier said than 

done.  The information on this pandemic is changing by the hour, it seems, and the news is only going to get 
more dire over the next eight weeks as the wave of contagion runs its course; and it’ll be easy to feel like the 
world’s out of control and you’re doomed, and get yourself caught up in a whirlpool of increasing anxiety.  
Know this: if you do, it won’t be any help for those around you, and it won’t make your own ability to fend off 
and/or beat this virus any greater.  Instead, keep straight what you can control and what you can’t.  What you 
can control (e.g. washing your hands, keeping things reasonably sanitized, staying home as much as possible, 
living simply and frugally, keeping in touch with your neighbors, etc.), do— and what you can’t control, entrust 
to God’s loving keeping.  Love God, love your neighbors, and take care of yourself.  Don’t try to seize things 
that other people need more desperately, and when you have access to resources, take only what you need.   
 
And maybe most appropriately of all, let this past Lenten season and this upcoming Holy Week and Easter 
teach you.   We’re following Jesus’ story at a time when He knows He’s going to suffer and die, when He 
knows even His most trusted friends will betray or deny Him, and when being the Resurrection and the Life is 
easy to say when you’re not awash in the stench of Lazarus’ grave.  But precisely in this time, Jesus doesn’t try 
to secure Himself, defend Himself, justify Himself, or save Himself.  He trusts His heavenly Father to do all 
those things— indeed, to bring Him through death to life— and in the freedom born of that trust in that faithful 
God, He fearlessly serves and loves and feeds others and gives His life for us, and rises from death overflowing 
with forgiveness and a new lease on life.  Just so have the monks of every age prayed, “Teach me to live, that I 
may dread the grave as little as my bed; teach me to die, that so I may rise glorious at the awesome day.”  In 
this fearful and anxious time, those around you need to experience God’s non-anxious presence with them.  Let 
Jesus teach you how to live and how to die, entrust Yourself to Him anew each day, and you’ll find God’s non-
anxious presence taking flesh and blood in you for others— and together, we’ll make it through and come to 
the place of joyfully sharing the feast of victory for our God!  

Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord, Pr. Dave 

mailto:dailyoffice@wordpress.com
http://www.oremus.org
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary
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Shopping  more often at 
 Amazon due to COVID19?  

If so, continue reading to 
raise some money for St. 

Paul’s! 
 
Help support St. Paul’s every time you shop at Amazon by 
bookmarking this link and using it when you shop at Amazon:   
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047.  You will see an ama-
zon log –in screen which states on the left .5% of all eligible 
purchases will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Ap-
plebachsville. Sign in with your account/password and continue 
with your purchase and check out.  The total donation by Ama-
zon for all   eligible purchases will be credited to the church’s 
bank account on a quarterly basis. Once you register St. Paul’s 
as your preferred charity, it  becomes a part of your Amazon 
account and all future purchases will automatically be credited 
to the church.  Any questions regarding this program can be 
directed to the Finance Committee or just use the  information 
tabs on the Amazon site.    

Like Us on Facebook  

(and Otherwise Online)! 

Did you know that St Paul’s maintains 
an active church website, as well as 
several  Facebook  pages?  Check out 
our online presence at the following 

sites:  

 

 Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/St-
Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-

Applebachsville 

 Our WEBSITE:  www.stpaulsqtown.org 
 Our Joyful Noise Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls 
 Daily Bible readings and commemorations:

 www.satucket.com/lectionary 
 Daily Morning and Evening Prayer litur-

gies: https://
dailyoffice.wordpress.com/  

 Our e-mail address:  
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries! 

We rejoice to  celebrate people's 
biological birthdays all the time, 
and rightly.  But as   wonderful 
as receiving the gift of life in this 
world is,   receiving the gift of 
new and eternal life in Christ Je-
sus in our Baptism is even more 

wonderful (and best of all, it never grows old!).  Why 
shouldn't we  celebrate the anniversary of our new birth 
in Christ even more gladly?   

             
Happy Baptismal Birthday!     

 Robert Ball,  Rich & Jacob Baringer, Annastasia & 
Mervyn Brumbach, Mariana & Raymond Constable,  

Christopher Hallman, William Hansen, Stephen 
Heckler,   Kelly & Madison Reiss,   

Alexandra & John Schnabel, Jen Westervelt 

 

Thursday morning Bible Study continues!  Join us Thursday mornings from 10:00 am—noon.  You 
may join with Zoom and/or Free Conference Call.  If you’d like to join in using Zoom, go to us04web.zoom.us/
join on your computer and then type in 3700147169, and you'll be in.  Zoom works well from a smart phone as 
well as from a computer-- and if you allow it to do so, we'll be able to see your face as well as hear your 
voice.  (If you have a lethal case of "bed head" or some other reason not to engage the video, you have that 
choice as well...)  If you’re using your phone to access Zoom, dial 929.205.6099 or 301.715.8592.   After you 
dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 3700147169#.   If you don't want to use Zoom, you can 
also use Free Conference Call [FCC]; just dial 857.232.0157 on your phone, enter conference code 144261, 
and you’re in...  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+symbol&view=detailv2&&&id=FA57A8655706AD47F02897910B1D07776926F5A7&selectedIndex=9&ccid=IPKL3Z0d&simid=608016697946277515&thid=JN.dL%2bJsNKhQ4mkOKhIF%2fo5nQ
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-Applebachsville
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
http://us04web.zoom.us/join
http://us04web.zoom.us/join
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ATTENTION COUNTING TEAMS:  The first Sunday we return to church we will start 
with Counting Team #4 

DON’T FORGET TO … 
 
1.  Save your Redner’s receipts and 

place in the envelope on the Nar-
thex Bulletin Board.   This is a 
simple way  to financially help St. 
Paul’s.  

2. Save your aluminum tabs from 
Soda Cans, Soup Cans, etc. and 
give to Todd Silvius for the Ronald 
McDonald House.    

3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the 
Electronic version of the newsletter 
by e-mailing us at 
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 

4. Pick up your special card, or go to 
Customer Service at Grocery Out-
let, to use at check-out so St. Paul’s 
receives 5% of your total order. 

Synod Assembly  
 
 Our 2019 Synod Assembly will be held on May 1-2 in Franconia.  

Registration materials and costs are already posted on the synod’s 
website (www.minstrylink.org).  Far more than being a series of tedi-
ous business meetings, our synod assemblies feature dynamic 
speakers, vibrant worship with many styles of music and leadership, 
informative displays by organizations and ministries across our syn-
od, and plenty of lively fellowship.  Once again, we can have a third 
“youth/young adult” delegate, and we can also include plenty of visi-

tors (and since the Assembly is within easy com-
muting distance from our home, it’s especially 
easy for us to visit).  Along with Pr Dave, Brett 
Shaw and Rose Sutkins will be representing us 
as delegates.  This year’s theme will be “Acuity: 
Seeing Mission Possibilities”. 

 

Faith-Based LGBTQIA+ Cultural Competency Training  

The Montgomery County LGBT Business Council and Boehm’s UCC, Blue Bell are co
-sponsoring Faith-Based LGBTQIA+ Cultural Competency Training on Saturday 
morning, May 9, 9:00 AM-12:00 NN at Boehm’s UCC, with lunch following the meet-
ing.  The facilitator will be Todd Snovel, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Com-
mission on LGBTQ Affairs.  A $5.00 donation is requested from each participant to 
cover the cost of materials and refreshments.  Register on Eventbrite at http://bit.ly/
interfaith lgbtqtraining. 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

4/3  David Gullett  
4/7  Kelsey Shaak  
4/7  Austin Roeder  
4/9  Raymond Constable  
4/10  David Johnson III  
4/11  Fay Barndt  
4/12  Robin Lawrence  
4/13 Zane Silvius  
4/14  Jennifer Hallman  
4/15  Pr. Dave Heckler  
4/16  Christopher Roehner  
4/20   Ken Fly  
4/20  Norman Diehl  
4/22  Bill Shaeffer  
4/23  Greg Hassler  
4/23  Emily Bryan       
4/28  Larry Young  

http://www.minstrylink.org
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AUTHORIZATION FORM   Name of the organization:  

 

  FOR OFFICE USE ONLY ENVELOPE/DONOR # DATE   

  
  
Effective date of authorization:  _____/_____/_____ 
  

  

  
Type of authorization: New authorization Change donation amount Change donation date 

  

  
  Change banking information Discontinue electronic donation 

  
  

  

  Last Name First Name   

  Address   

  City State Zip   

  Email Address   

  

DATE OF FIRST DONATION: 

______/______/______ 

FREQUENCY OF DONATION: 

Weekly – Mondays 

Monthly on the 1st 

Monthly on the 15th 

FUNDS: 

General/Operating 

Other________________ 

  

Total 

  

AMOUNTS: 

$_____________ 

$_____________ 

  

$_____________   

  

C
H
E
C
K
I
N
G
 
/
 
S
A
V
I
N
G
S 

  
Please debit my donation from my (check one): 

Savings Account (contact your financial institution for Routing #) 

Checking Account (attach a voided check below) 
  

  

Routing Number: ___________________________________ 

Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3 

  

Account Number: ___________________________________ 

 

  

  

  
I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to my account.  I understand that this authority will remain in effect until I 
provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization. 
  
  
Authorized Signature:_______________________________________________________   Date:________________ 
  

  

Consider signing up for Simply Giving during this time of COVID19 to help continue your tithes 
and offerings.  Fill out the form below, mail, scan, or e-mail it to the church office to sign up.  A 
safe and convenient way to continue supporting the ministries here at St. Paul’s.  Thank you! 
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Finance April Updates: 

1.        Vanguard Account Balances: As of February 28, 2020, $122,066.63, down from January 31, 2020, 
$125,215.74. Note stock market decline in recent weeks. 

 2.        Stewardship: The Lots of Love campaign to offset the cost of renovations to the parking lot met its 
goal of $14,300. $14,500 were pledged. 

 3.     Cemetery: Account totals as of February 28, 2020, $86,308.23, down from January 31, 2020, 
$92,785.91. Note stock market decline in recent weeks. Property Committee is seeking bids for mowing and 
removal of 10 dead ash trees in cemetery. 

Holy Week Online Services 
While we cannot be together in person during Holy Week, we can still worship  
Together online.  (If you do not have access to the internet, and cannot join us        

virtually, please consider taking time during the times of worship to join us in spirit 
through prayer and reading of the scriptures) 

 
All Services may be viewed online at:   

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/ 
 

Palm Sunday:  9:00 AM Live on Facebook 
Maundy Thursday:  7:00 PM Live on Facebook 

Good Friday:  A pre-recorded service will be available on facebook 
Easter Sunday;  9:00 AM Live on Facebook 



St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road 
Quakertown, PA 18951 
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE IN JOYFUL SERVICE! 


