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Welcome to our worship of the Lord Jesus Christ on this Third Sunday of Easter!  The gospel reading 
for this Sunday is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are 
the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday.  In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the 
disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of His suffering, death, and resurrection through the 
Scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC   

 
ENTRANCE HYMN:  “Thine is the Glory”           ELW 376 

See page 17 of this bulletin for the tune. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son!  Endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won! 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  

Kept the folded graveclothes where Thy body lay. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son!  Endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won! 

 
Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!   

Lovingly He greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let His church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
For the Lord now liveth— death hath lost its sting! 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son!  Endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won! 
 

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without Thee— aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conqu’rors through Thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. 

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son!  Endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won! 
 
 
 
 

Easter 3 
April 18, 2021  +   9:00 AM 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS:      

We gather today just as God has gathered us into His family in our Baptism: 
in the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.     Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known; from You no secrets are hid.   
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy Name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                 Amen. 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth’s not in us.   
But if we confess our sins, God who’s faithful and just will forgive us our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
So let’s confess our sin against God and one another: 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we’re in bondage to sin and can’t free ourselves.   
We’ve sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we’ve done and by what we’ve left undone.   
We haven’t loved You with our whole heart;  
we haven’t loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will  
and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy Name.  Amen. 
 

Listen to the Good News, brothers and sisters:  
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you,  
and for His sake, + God forgives you all your sins!   
To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become the children of God  
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:   “This is the Feast of Victory!”     

See page 18-19 of this bulletin for the tune. 

This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God! 

This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength and honor, blessing, and glory are His! 
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This is the feast of victory for our God!   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever!  Amen! 

This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His Reign!  Alleluia! 

This is the feast of victory for our God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

EASTER GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!         Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

And so the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the + love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.          And also with you. 

Then let’s pray:  Holy and righteous God, You’re the author of life,  
and You adopt us to be Your children.  
Fill us with Your words of life, that we may live as witnesses  
to the resurrection of Your Son, Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 

 
 

HOLY WORD 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD: 
Pr Dave will introduce this song to us;  

then we’ll sing it together once or twice to let the tune (and the promise) sink in… 

 
Behold, behold—I make all things new, beginning with you and starting from today. 
Behold, behold—I make all things new; My promise is true, for I am Christ the Way! 

 
 

FIRST READING:     Acts 3.12-19                 NLT  

After healing a lame man at the Temple, 12 Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the 
crowd.  “People of Israel,” he said, “what’s so surprising about this?  And why stare at us as 
though we’d made this man walk by our own power or godliness?  13 For it’s the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob— the God of all our ancestors— who’s brought glory to His 
servant Jesus by doing this.  This is the same Jesus whom you handed over and rejected 
before Pilate, despite Pilate’s decision to release Him.  14 You rejected the Holy and 
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Righteous One and instead demanded the release of a murderer.  15 You killed the Author 
of Life— but God raised Him from the dead!  And we’re witnesses of this fact!  16 Through 
faith in the name of Jesus, this man was healed— and you know how crippled he was 
before.  Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.   

17 “Friends, I realize that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was done in ignorance.  
18 But God was fulfilling what all the prophets had foretold about the Messiah— that He 
must suffer these things.  19 Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may 
be wiped away.  

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING:    1 John 3.1-7                 NIV  

St John writes:  See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God— and that’s what we are!  The reason the world doesn’t know us is 
that it didn’t know Him.  2 Dear friends, now we’re children of God, and what we’ll be 
hasn’t yet been made known.  But we know that when Christ appears, we’ll be like Him, for 
we’ll see Him as He is.  3 All who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He’s pure. 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  5 But you know that Christ 
appeared so that He might take away our sins— and in Him is no sin.  6 No one who lives in 
Him keeps on sinning.  No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him.  
7 Dear children, don’t let anyone lead you astray.  The one who does what’s right is 
righteous, just as Christ is righteous… 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    Luke 24.36b-48      NLT/NIV 

See page 20 of this bulletin for the music to this section. 

Alleluia!  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the 24th chapter.    Glory to You, O Lord! 

36 Just as the two disciples from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them 
as they were walking along the road, and how they’d recognized Him as He was breaking the 
bread, Jesus Himself was suddenly standing there among them.  “Peace be with you!” He 
said.   
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37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost.   
38 “Why are you frightened?” He asked.  “Why are your hearts filled with doubt?  39 Look at 
My hands.  Look at My feet.  You can see that it’s really Me.  Touch Me and make sure that 
I’m not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.”  40 As He spoke, He 
showed them His hands and His feet.  41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy 
and wonder.  Then He asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  42 They gave Him a 
piece of broiled fish, 43 and He ate it as they watched. 

44 Then He said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about Me 
in the law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  45 Then He 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.  46 And He said, “Yes, it was written long 
ago that the Messiah would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day.  47 It 
was also written that repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name 
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  48 You’re witnesses of all these things.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.           Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “Christ is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!” 
See p. 21 of this bulletin for the music. 

Christ is risen!  Shout hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days!  
Christ is risen!  Hush in wonder— all creation is amazed. 

In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 

 
Christ is risen!  Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 

Walk with gladness in the morning.  See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend; 

Jesus is our strong companion— joy and peace shall never end. 
 

Christ is risen!  Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 

Tell its grim, demonic chorus, “Christ is risen!  Get you gone!” 
God the First and Last is with us.  Sing hosanna, ev’ry one! 
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HOLY BAPTISM 

INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION: 

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining 
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We’re born children of a fallen 
humanity; in the waters of Baptism, we’re reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal 
life.  By water and the Holy Spirit, we’re made members of the Church which is the body of 
Christ.  As we live with Christ and with His people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to 
the will of God. 

Olivia Hien Thu Beaumont, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,  
do you desire to be baptized?                 I do. 

Jason Jae Geun Beaumont, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,  
do you desire to be baptized?                 I do. 

People of God, it’s among us that God’s brought Olivia and Jason to this font of new birth 
and new life in Christ.  Will you, then, as brothers and sisters in Christ, faithfully care for 
them and help them in every way as God gives you opportunity, that as they live in the 
covenant of their Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may continue to grow 
in faith, testify to God’s grace, and lead godly lives until the day of Jesus Christ?       
                        We will. 

 

RENUNCIATION OF EVIL, CONFESSION OF FAITH: 

Then let’s together profess our faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we baptize:  Do you renounce the Devil and all the forces that 
defy God?                       I do. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?      I do. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?       I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
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He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
let’s bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love: 

Living and loving God, You’ve lavished such love upon us that we’re called children of 
God— and yet even amidst our Easter joy, we’re still filled with questions and wondering.  
Reveal Yourself to us anew each time we share in Your word and sacraments, and open 
our hearts and minds to Your presence among us, that we may see all Your wonderful 
works through the lens of Christ Jesus.  By the work of Your Holy Spirit, make us more and 
more like You in our mutual love and bold witness, that we proclaim and embody 
repentance and forgiveness in Jesus’ name to all nations.    

Creating God, like a master artist You’ve fashioned the universe out of Your love and 
delight.  Heal Your creation where it needs restoration; renew areas of Your creation 
where dormancy is giving way to warmth and new life; and make us faithful stewards of 
Your good gifts. 

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for Your righteousness, guidance, and strength.  
Fill our national, state, and local leaders with Your wisdom and loving kindness.  Usher in 
Your peace where lawlessness and disorder reign.  Send Your calming Spirit to ease 
tensions and to encourage ways of living beyond conflict and oppression, that all who live 
in fear or need may be sustained and blessed by the abundance of Your creation.   

Healing God, You hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress.  Show 
Your compassion to those who are sick, suffering, grieving, or struggling with brokenness 
of any kind.  Nurse them back to health and wholeness, and be close to the hearts of the 
lonely, that they may know Christ’s resurrection victory in their own experience.   We 
especially seek Your healing grace for our brothers and sisters… 
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God of all times and ages, those who’ve died in You now see You as You are.  We thank You 
for their lives among us.  Assure us of the peace You’ve promised, that we may join them in 
everlasting life. 

BAPTISMAL THANKSGIVING: 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father!  We give You thanks,  
for in the beginning Your Spirit moved over the waters and You created heaven and earth. 
By the gift of water, You nourish and sustain us with all living things.   
By the waters of the flood, You condemned the wicked  
and saved those whom You’d chosen, Noah and his family.   
You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,  
out of slavery into the freedom of the land of Your promise.   
In the waters of the Jordan, Your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.   
By the baptism of His own death and resurrection,  
Your beloved Son has set us free from our slavery to sin and death,  
opening the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life.   
He made water a sign of the Kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.   
In obedience to His command, we make disciples of all nations,  
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
 
Now pour out Your Holy Spirit,  
so that Jason and Olivia may be given new life in this Holy Baptism.   
Wash away their sin as they’re cleansed by this water,  
and bring them forth as heirs of Your glorious Kingdom.   
And to You be given praise and honor and glory through Your Son,  
Christ Jesus our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.     Amen. 
 

BATH, ANOINTING, AND SIGNING WITH THE CROSS: 

Olivia Hien Thu /Jason Jae Geun,  
I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give You thanks for freeing Your sons and 
daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through this holy 
sacrament.  Now pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Jason and Olivia: the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the Spirit of joy in Your presence.                    Amen. 

Olivia Hien Thu /Jason Jae Geun, child of God,  
you’ve been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
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PRESENTATION OF CANDLE                

Jesus said, “I’m the light of the world.  Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.”  In the same way, Jesus says, “You’re the light of the world.  
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” 

WELCOME 

Through Holy Baptism God has made this new brother and sister  
members of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus,  
that we may proclaim the praise of God  
and bear His creative and redeeming Word to the world. 

We welcome you into the Lord's family and ours.   
We receive you as fellow members of the body of Christ,  
children of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the Kingdom of God.  
 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.        And also with you. 
 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”        
See p. 22-23 for the music to this section. 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life, 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
God of love, You call us beloved children and welcome us to Your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.   
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of Your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.             Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:                

The Lord is with you.                   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!                 We lift them to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.        It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

It’s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere  
give thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord,  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,  
with earth and sea and all their creatures,  
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your Name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord!  Lord God of pow’r and might, 
Heav'n and earth are full of Your glory!  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!   Hosanna in the highest! 
 

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks,  
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, "Take and eat.   
This is My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me."   
Again after supper He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me."    
 
And so, remembering all that our Lord has done for us,  
believing the witness of His resurrection, awaiting His final appearing in glory,  
we share this foretaste of the feast to come.   
Now send Your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
as He comes to us in His holy Supper.   
Empower us by that same Spirit to love and forgive,  
that our lives may anticipate that day when You’ll make all things new.   
All this we pray with joy through our Lord Jesus Christ, who’s taught us to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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CANTICLE:     “Lamb of God”  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace! 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Now we share God’s consecrated gifts among God’s consecrated people, knowing that our 
living Lord Jesus is fully present with us in His Supper, giving Himself to us in bread and wine 
and forgiving love.   When giving the bread to your neighbor, say “The body of Christ, given 
for you.”  When giving the wine/grape juice say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  
Whatever’s left over may be reverently eaten and drunk by everyone after our worship is over.  
Once we’ve all shared in the body and blood of Christ, we continue in blessing and prayer: 

 

 

 

SENDING 

THANKSGIVING, PRAYER, AND BENEDICTION:   

May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.   
                         Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise!   Tell everyone what He has done! 
Let everyone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His Name! 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
With shouts of thanksgiving!   Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal You’ve put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that Your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people through Christ Jesus our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!          Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Now may the God of life, who raised Christ Jesus from death,  
empower you by the Holy Spirit to walk in newness of life;  
and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen”   

                         RWS 191 

See page 24 in this bulletin for the tune. 

 
Rise, O Church, like Christ arisen, from this meal of love and grace; 

May we through such love envision whose we are, and whose, our praise. 
Alleluia, alleluia: God, the wonder of our days! 

 
Rise, transformed, and choose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole; 

Broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console. 
Alleluia, alleluia: Christ, our present, past, and goal. 

 
Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive; 

Present by God’s loving nurture, Spirited then let us live. 
Alleluia, alleluia: Spirit, grace by whom we live. 

 
Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath; 

Mercy be our destination from this day and unto death. 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Rise, O Church, a living faith! 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                           We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?             Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, serve in joy, and live out the new life of our risen Lord! 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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Embodied 

Every year during the Easter season, I see a spate of articles outlining literal versus figurative 
possibilities for the resurrection.  The articles show up in magazines, blogs, and social media 
feeds, and they wrestle with the same thorny questions each year: Did Jesus really return to 
bodily life after He was crucified, or was the resurrection a metaphor?  Was the tomb literally 
empty, or did the Gospel writers describe it that way to figuratively depict God’s victory over evil, 
the divine gift of spiritual and psychological enlivening, and the power of memory to keep our 
loved ones alive after they die?  Why is physical resurrection important to so many Christians?  
Does one have to believe in it to be faithful? 

The goal of this essay isn’t to answer these questions.  I understand how complicated they are, I 
respect the mystery surrounding them, and I grieve the divisiveness, judgmentalism, and trauma 
they’ve caused in so many Christian communities.  At the same time, I’m drawn to the 
commission Jesus gives His disciples at the end of our Gospel reading this week.  After taking 
pains to convince His friends that He’s not a ghost, after guiding their grief-stricken hearts from 
terror and disbelief to wonder and joy, He gives them a new vocation in five short words: “You’re 
witnesses of these things.” 

This essay is an attempt to bear witness.  Specifically, it’s my attempt to describe why I do 
believe— and cling with all my heart— to the literal, physical resurrection of Jesus, and why that 
belief is central to my faith… 

In our Gospel for this Third Sunday of Easter, Luke describes one of Jesus’ post-resurrection 
appearances to His disciples.  They’re sitting around talking (no doubt about Jesus’ death and the 
bizarre rumors circulating about His missing body) when He appears in their midst out of 
seemingly nowhere.  They respond with terror, as any of us would do if our deceased loved ones 
suddenly showed up in our living rooms.  To allay their fears, Jesus offers His friends the tactile 
testimony of His body: “Look at My hands and My feet; see that it’s I myself.  Touch Me and see— 
for a ghost doesn’t have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 

Luke doesn’t tell us whether the disciples take Jesus up on His offer.  I imagine the braver ones 
do— extending a trembling finger to poke Jesus’ skin, or leaning in to peer more closely at His 
scarred feet— while the more spooked and timid ones hold back. 

When hands and feet prove inadequate to convince the disciples of Jesus’ physical presence, He 
offers up His tongue, teeth, esophagus, stomach, and intestines, too: “Have you anything to eat?”  
The disciples hand Him a piece of broiled fish, and He takes and eats it in their presence— a 
simple act, but an act that shifts the story.  As Jesus chews and swallows, something becomes 
possible that was impossible before.  The disciples lose enough of their fear to draw close and 
actually listen to what He’s saying, and their receptivity allows Jesus to “open their minds to 
understand.”  By the end of the encounter, they’re no longer frightened human beings; they’re 
“witnesses of these things,” emboldened for life and ministry.  Simply by expressing physical 
hunger and accepting bodily nourishment, Jesus turns trauma into communion. 
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I love this story for the way it grounds divine revelation in the concrete and the ordinary.  It’s in 
the presence of skin and bones, taste buds and nerve endings that the disciples come to faith.  
Indeed, all of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances in the Gospels center on the physical.  Jesus 
doesn’t manifest as a disembodied voice that waxes eloquent on the philosophical implications of 
death and life.  He shows up with hands and feet, scars and wounds.  He receives the tearful 
embrace of Mary Magdalene, who doesn’t want to let Him go.  He makes footprints on the 
Emmaus road with two of His bewildered friends.  He tears into hunks of bread with His scarred 
hands.  He chews on a piece of tilapia.  He makes a campfire on the beach and cooks breakfast for 
His friends… 

For me, this embodied Jesus of Easter is the Jesus I recognize from the whole witness of the 
Gospels— and that recognition is both precious and essential.  The Jesus of Easter is the Jesus of 
the Incarnation: the Jesus who grows in a womb, enters the world through a birth canal, sleeps in 
a feeding trough, and nurses at Mary’s breast... the Jesus who scrapes His knees, roughhouses 
with His playmates, loses His parents during Passover, and goes through puberty in the 
backwaters of Nazareth... the Jesus who soaks in the waters of baptism, hungers for bread in the 
Judean wilderness, weeps at His friend’s grave, flings a whip around the Temple, appreciates 
scented oils on His feet and head, sweats blood in the garden of Gethsemane, and suffers 
asphyxiation on a Roman cross.  “It’s I Myself,” Jesus tells His wonderstruck disciples as they 
struggle to reorder all that they know about life and death, souls and bodies, in the aftermath of 
His astonishing appearance.  “It’s I Myself— Me, the One you know, the One you love, the One you 
trust.  Touch Me and see…” 

I know it might be unfashionable to “need” the resurrection.  Isn’t this the criticism so often 
leveled at Christians— that our faith is a crutch, an opiate, a refusal to face the harsher aspects of 
reality?  But here, too, I’ll bear witness and insist that I need Jesus’ bodily resurrection precisely 
because I, too, am embodied.  As the ancient Psalmists and prophets so beautifully describe it, my 
spiritual life is inseparable from my physical one: my heart melts like wax, my throat grows 
parched, my bones go out of joint, my tears cover my pillow, and my groans, sighs, and moans 
reach wordlessly for God.  Every experience I have of the holy is grounded in my body. 

And so I need a Savior with a body like mine— a body that adores, worships, and celebrates, but 
also a body that fails, ages, aches, breaks, and dies... a body that carries wounds and scars, visible 
and invisible, fresh and faded… a body that’s profoundly and often terrifyingly vulnerable to 
forces beyond my ability to mitigate or control… a body that is, for the most part, defenseless 
against injury, violence, illness, injustice, and cruelty… a body that might die (as Jesus Himself 
died) too soon, out of season, away from loved ones, in random, inexplicable, cruelly traumatic 
circumstances too frightening to contemplate.  I need a God who resurrects bodies, a God who 
honors and even revels in physicality, who sees the danger and damage so often enacted against 
human flesh, and yet declares with absolute authority and credibility that our endings here and 
now are not The End.  For me, the physical resurrection of Jesus is God's definitive offering of 
both compassion and justice: all that’s been taken, broken, mistreated, wronged, and forgotten, 
will be restored. 
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As many of you already know from reading my previous essays, I have two children who’ve spent 
the past many years struggling with physical and psychological illnesses.  My prayers for their 
healing here, now, in this life, will never stop.  But for me, the resurrection of Jesus is the promise 
I cling to as a mother, the guarantee that even if my son spends the rest of his days on earth in 
debilitating pain, even if my daughter’s anxiety and depression don’t abate in this lifetime, there’s 
hope for their healing.  There’s deep, vast, immeasurable, and indescribable hope— 
eschatological hope, hope beyond hope.  My children’s stories— the stories of their precious, 
divine-image-bearing, struggling bodies— won’t end here.  As our epistle reading this week so 
eloquently puts it, “Beloved, we’re God’s children now; what we’ll be hasn’t yet been revealed.  
What we do know is this: when He’s revealed, we’ll be like Him, for we’ll see Him as He is.” 

“You’re witnesses of these things.”   Again, I know that when we speak of resurrection, we’re 
speaking about a profound mystery.  Not for one moment do I claim to understand, or to have a 
theological monopoly on interpreting the empty tomb.  The only posture any of us can honestly 
assume in the face of such a remarkable story is a posture of humility.  And so I write only about 
what I’ve come to believe and love, based on my own yearnings, hopes, and prayers.  For me, the 
story of Easter is a story of embodiment, through and through.  It’s a story of hands and feet, 
scars and hungers, skin and bone.  “Touch Me and see” is the invitation I live for; and somehow, 
against all odds, I believe it’s an invitation that’s trustworthy, an invitation that endures for all of 
us, for all bodies, for all time… 

• Debie Thomas 

 

 

 

 
 



16 

 

Seeing is Believing 

“They’ll know we are Christians by our love,” the old camp song goes— but one wonders!  At 
times, the various “flavors” of Christianity seem to have little to do with one another, with little 
love lost between them.  To an outsider, it must be hard to see what we have in common, as if the 
name itself were about all that binds us— sort of like calling both a toy poodle and a Great Dane 
dogs! 

The readings for this day won’t let us rest in some academic definition of faith or identity.  For 
one thing, the label “Christian” itself has little relevance in these New Testament texts.  No one’s 
worried about nailing down the precise meaning of salvation or atonement.  What’s clear, 
however, is that the community that follows Jesus is charged with giving testimony to His saving 
work— and that work’s intended to be visible in the world!  The occasion for Peter’s sermon in 
Acts isn’t a worship service, but simply the necessary response to crowds who wonder at the 
miraculous healing of a man lame from birth that they’ve just witnessed with their own eyes. 

1 John admonishes us to see what love the Father has given us.  How’s that love to be visible if 
not in the life of a community gathered around the Good News?  In the gospel reading, Jesus 
Himself says, “Look at Me; touch Me”, and eats in the disciples’ presence. 

We live in an increasingly visual culture, where the biblical and Reformation admonishments to 
listen feel hollow to many who base their lives on the evidence of what they see.  In these days of 
Easter, celebrating the most astonishing of all the tenets of our faith, we’re called not only to 
listen and believe, but to see… 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 2006, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress.   Used by permission. 
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Thine is the Glory  
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This is the Feast of Victory! 
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Alleluia!   [Gospel Acclamation] 
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Christ is Risen!  Shout Hosanna! 

 
Used with Permission under CCLI music license number 2280004. 
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord   [Sanctus] 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

Thank the Lord and Sing His Praise 
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Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.            4/18 
Easter 3 

9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Holy Communion online, including Holy Baptism: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/live 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

Mon.          4/19 7:00 PM Congregation Council via Zoom/FCC * 

Tues.         4/20 5:30 PM Worship and Music Team via Zoom/FCC * 

Thur.         4/22 
Earth Day 

10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study via Zoom/FCC * 
Scouts BSA Troop 007 [F]  

Fri.             4/23 
 

1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Al-Anon  [F] 
AA  [F] 

Sat.            4/24    8:30 AM Synod Assembly via Zoom 

Sun.           4/25 
Easter 4 

9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 
6:00 PM 

Service of Word and Prayer online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/live 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

Confirmation Class via Zoom * 

 If you’d like to participate in these activities taking place over Pr Dave’s Zoom platform, go to 
zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it 
asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in 
numbers will work: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's 
code, and you'll type in 3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, with your 
smart phone or computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—
something that's precious right now!)   You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 
857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Fay Barndt, 
Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Biden and his cabinet, Don & Karen Ludovici, 
Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bob Knapp, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob 
Westervelt, Carol Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Walt & Ryan, Bobby 
Lane, Alan & Kathy West, Connie Slotter, Doug Fay, Karen Berger, Gary Kratz, Jim, Pr Susan Lynch, 
Jan Riley, Sam Sovacol, Karen Blitch, Mattie Bleam, Samantha Martin, Jeannie Rothsching, Tammy 
Zepiora, Kevin Schrantz, Beth, Norm Diehl Sr., Roger & Tanner Banks, Amy Miller, Erika, Linda 
Knowlton, Owen & Siobhan, Aly Brown, Matt Aber, Ray, Kelly, Ozzi and his parents, John 
Hunsberger, Emily Hassler, Bill Baringer, Russell Stier, Nancy Schnabel, Mike Ruth, Jennifer 
Hallman, the Peterson family, Steve and Dan Jacobs, the Hebbel family, Karen Capella, Gary & 
Sherry; victims of flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires; everyone struggling with 
COVID-19 and its containment. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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• Families and friends of Bill Stever, Bill Barndt Sr., Robert Webb, Karl Gross, Bill Blain, Carole 
Eddings, George Dutton, Jamie Wright, Eric McGovern, Pat Knowlton, Mickey Shaak, Lynn, Pr Bill 
Vanderslice, Pr John Cochran. 

This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Rhonda Diehl to the glory of God and in 
honor of her dad's 76th birthday on April 20. 

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this 
in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the 
good things God’s doing through us. 

Come join us this Thursday, April 22 from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN via Zoom or Free Conference call 
for our Thursday Morning Bible Study.  (See the previous page for information on accessing 
these platforms.)  We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover 
the treasures that await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out 
of this study— so come join us and invite your friends as well!   

Our Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly is being held online this Saturday, April 24.  
This year’s Assembly theme is “Serving an Unchanging God in Changing Times”; the agenda 
features prayer and preaching, presentations by the bishop and other Synod officers, adoption of 
the 2022 budget, and important elections for Synod Vice President, Churchwide Assembly, Synod 
Council, and committees.   Along with Pr Dave, Brett Shaw and Rose Sutkins will be representing 
us at the assembly.   

Next Sunday, April 25, we’re sharing with folks throughout our Southeast Penn Synod’s Upper 
Bucks Conference in a special service put together by the rostered leaders of our Upper Bucks 
Conference.  (And yes, we at St Paul’s will be well represented!)  Enjoy! 

Bakers Needed: Do you like to bake?  Sue Young is coordinating bakers to supply treats to help 
support the AA “Let Go and Let God” group meeting each Friday at St. Paul’s.  She’s hoping to add 
a couple more bakers to those who already participate in this ministry.  If you’re interested, 
please contact Sue Young at 610.982.5541 or sueyoung751@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
mailto:sueyoung751@gmail.com

