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Welcome to our worship of the living God on this Ninth Sunday after Pentecost!  Today’s the 
first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as 
the Bread of Life.  Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish.  The 
story reminds us that what we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it’s not nearly 
enough to meet all the needs we see around us.  But it’s not the adequacy of our supplies or 
our skills that finally makes the difference: it’s the power of Jesus working in the littlest and 
least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are 
satisfied. 

 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 

ENTRANCE HYMN:   “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”   
                         ELW 533 

 

> 

Pentecost +9 
July 25, 2021 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS: 

Blest are You, O Lord, our God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit! 

Your steadfast love for us is everlasting;  
Your faithfulness endures from generation to generation! 

Yet even though You love us so, we’ve strayed from Your grace and mercy  
and wandered into wastelands of sin.   

We don’t trust in Your abundance, and we deny Your presence in our lives; 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. 

We’ve put our own security and success over the blessing of Your whole creation.  

We’re afraid of difference and don’t welcome others as You’ve welcomed us. 

Again and again, we’ve tried to claim freedom on our own terms, 

but have only bound ourselves more tightly in chains of slavery to sin: 

Silence for personal reflection and confession 

For the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us!  

By Your grace, forgive us; through Your love, renew us;  
and in Your Spirit, lead us, that we may serve You in newness of life.  Amen. 

Hear the Good News, brothers and sisters: God loves you with passion, and always will! 
Almighty God has mercy on you, forgives you all your sins through our + Lord Jesus Christ,  
strengthens you in all goodness, and by the power of the Spirit keeps you in eternal life. 
So rejoice in God’s love— you’re forgiven and free!     

Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

                       ELW 843  > 
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Used with permission under One License music license number 731531-A 

 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the + love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.     And also with you. 

Then let’s pray:  Gracious God, You’ve placed within the hearts of all Your children  
a longing for Your word and a hunger for Your truth.  
Grant that we may know Your Son to be the true bread of heaven  
and share this bread with the world around us through Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.    
                         Amen. 
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WORD AND PRAYER 
 

See ELW 515 for the tune 

Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once You broke the loaves beside the sea. 
Beyond the sacred page, I seek You, Lord; my spirit waits for You, O Living Word! 

 
 

FIRST READING:     2 Kings 4.42-44          NLT  

One day a man from Baal-shalishah brought the man of God a sack of fresh grain and 
twenty loaves of barley bread made from the first grain of his harvest.  Elisha said, “Give it 
to the people so they can eat.”   

43 “What?” his servant exclaimed.  “Feed a hundred people with only this?” 

But Elisha repeated, “Give it to the people so they can eat, for this is what the LORD says: 
‘Everyone will eat, and there’ll even be some left over!’”  44 And when they gave it to the 
people, there was plenty for all and some left over, just as the LORD had promised. 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

SECOND READING:    Ephesians 3.14-21          NLT 

The apostle writes: 14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, 
15 the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth.  16 I pray that from His glorious, 
unlimited resources He’ll empower you with inner strength through His Spirit.  17 Then 
Christ will make His home in your hearts as you trust in Him.  Your roots will grow down 
into God’s love and keep you strong.  18 And may you have the power to understand, as all 
God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love is.  19 May you 
experience the love of Christ, though it’s too great to understand fully.  Then you’ll be 
made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 

20 Now all glory to God, who’s able, through His mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.  21 Glory to Him in the Church and 
in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!  Amen. 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL:    John 6.1-21            NLT 

See ELW 172 for the tune. 

Halle, halle, hallelujah!  Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Halle, halle, hallelujah!  Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

The Holy Gospel according to St John, the sixth chapter.    Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of 
Tiberias.  2 A huge crowd kept following Him wherever He went, because they saw His 
miraculous signs as He healed the sick.  3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with His 
disciples around Him.  4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.)  5 Jesus 
soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for Him.  Turning to Philip, He asked, 
“Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” 6 (He was testing Philip, for He already 
knew what He was going to do.) 

7 Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed 
them!” 

8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up.  9 “There’s a young boy here with five 
barley loaves and two fish.  But what good is that with this huge crowd?” 

10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said.  So they all sat down on the grassy slopes.  (The 
men alone numbered about 5000.)  11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and 
distributed them to the people.  Afterward He did the same with the fish.  And they all ate 
as much as they wanted.  12 After everyone was full, Jesus told His disciples, “Now gather 
the leftovers so that nothing’s wasted.”  13 So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve 
baskets with scraps left by the people who’d eaten from the five barley loaves. 

14 When the people saw Him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely He’s the 
Prophet we’ve been expecting!”  15 When Jesus saw that they were ready to force Him to be 
their king, He slipped away into the hills by Himself. 

16 That evening Jesus’ disciples went down to the shore to wait for Him.  17 But as darkness 
fell and Jesus still hadn’t come back, they got into the boat and headed across the lake 
toward Capernaum.  18 Soon a gale swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough.  
19 They’d rowed three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the water 
toward the boat.  They were terrified, 20 but He called out to them, “Don’t be afraid.  I’m 
here!”  21 Then they were eager to let Him in the boat— and immediately they arrived at 
their destination. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.           Praise to You, O Christ!  
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Bless Your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when You blest the bread by Galilee. 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All! 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:    “Loaves Were Broken”   ACS 966 

This hymn is from the ELCA’s newest hymnal supplement All Creation Sings.   
It’s set to the tune of Marty Haugen’s “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”, ELW 561 

 
> 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

Called into unity with God, with one another, and with the whole creation, 
let’s pray for the Church and the world we share together: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for Christ Jesus Your Son, who comes to us, striding over 
chaos and death, feeding us with Your abundance and making known to us 
the length and breadth, height and depth of Your mysteries, Your glory, and Your love for 
us.  Strengthen us all in love, faith, and service, and deepen our resolve to use what we 
have to serve those in need.  When we worry that we don’t have enough resources for 
ministry, assure us of Your abundance right here among us.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

We praise You for the beauty and abundance of Your good creation.  Send sunshine and 
rain as needed to nourish crops in every land; come to the aid of those enduring 
sweltering heat or devastating floodwaters; and teach us to produce and distribute food 
with generosity, justice, and equity.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You know every nation, every culture, and every people.  Teach us to work together for 
peace and to love each other even when we can’t fully understand each other.  Grant 
leaders and citizens in every land Your Spirit of wisdom, that they may discern what’s 
right and good for all and work together to bring forth Your justice for all people.  Cast out 
arrogance, selfishness, and corruption at every level of society, that those who lead may 
practice compassion and humility and ensure that all who hunger are fed.  Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

We confess the challenges we all face to live lives centered in You, lives that balance work 
and rest, labor and leisure, action and contemplation, thrift and extravagance.   Guide us 
by Your Spirit to encourage one another to discover the balance that enlivens us and helps 
us know Your joy, that we may find in the tasks of hospitality not simply duty fulfilled, but 
life and holy communion.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
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We thank You that You hear the cries of the hungry, the sick, the downcast, and those 
bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or underemployed, those 
unable to find affordable housing, and those without health insurance.  Work through us 
to provide for all who are in need, and satisfy the deep longings of all Your children, that 
all may rejoice to know their place at Your Table of grace.  Console those who grieve, 
strengthen those who struggle, and hear the cries of those who call to You for healing,  
especially…  Reveal to them Your healing presence with them, and renew them in strength 
and life, hope and joy.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We thank You for all those who’ve taught us and fed us in Christian faith and life through 
the years.  Hasten the day when we’ll all gather together around the everlasting feast of 
Your victory and joy, and help us to anticipate that holy communion in our own lives of 
discipleship.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For into Your hands, O Triune God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.               And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:                    
Sung to the tune of “Blessed Assurance” ELW 638 

Glory to You, God, for Yours is the earth, Yours the hosannas, the death and rebirth; 
Ours the rejoicing for Word given frame; ours the thanksgiving to Your holy Name! 
Glory to You, God, for all You have giv’n, blessings of earth and foretastes of heav’n; 

Ours be the telling of deeds greatly done; Yours be the glory, O God, Yours alone! 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD: 

Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher, 
Your magnificent creation springs forth from Your Word. 
All that has life and breath praises Your name. 
For Your Word that sustains the earth,          We thank You, O God! 
 
You sent us Jesus, Your Word, to renew the world. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, preached Your mercy, and called us to faith. 
For Your Word in our Lord Christ,           We praise You, O God! 
 
Nourish us with the Spirit of Your Word, 
that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits of redemption, 
and sharing Your strength and beauty with all the world. 
For Your Word in our lives,             We beg You, O God! 
 
Accept our thanksgivings and receive our prayer 
for the sake of Your living Word, Christ Jesus our Savior, who’s taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION: 

And now may God strengthen you in your inner being; 
may Christ Jesus dwell in your hearts through faith; 
may the Holy Spirit plant your roots deeply in the abundant richness of God’s love; 
and almighty God, Creator, + Redeemer, and Reconciler of all, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

SENDING HYMN:    “The Church of Christ in Every Age”  
                         ELW 729 
                           >  
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Used with permission under One License music license number 731531-A 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 
God has a plan.                          We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?            Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God!   
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The Miracle of Gathering 

Early last winter, my nextdoor neighbor and I happened to step onto our back patios at the same 
time.  I was taking out recycling, and she was tending to her plants.  We pulled our masks over 
our faces and chatted for a moment by the fence.  We bemoaned the long, terrible isolation of 
quarantine.  We noted the fact that neither of our families would get to see our loved ones over 
the holidays.  We wondered when we’d ever have friends inside our homes again… when we’d 
gather at restaurants, or sit around our own dinner tables with people outside our immediate 
“pods.”…   

And then we paused and looked at each other hopefully.  Was there any way our two families 
could share a meal safely?  Wouldn’t it be so fun, so wonderful, so life-giving if we could? 

After much discussion, we decided to do it.  We chose a night and agreed on all the rules.  We’d 
open the gate between our patios, and sit outside, distanced, at two tables, wearing masks 
whenever we weren’t actively eating.  Each family would bring their own plates and cups and 
cutlery.  We wouldn’t share serving utensils.  But we’d still be together, plan a menu, share food 
and wine, talk, laugh, eat, drink, and gather. 

When I look back now on the long, fear-filled winter of 2020, that November meal shines out like 
a beacon.  I remember with such fondness the effort our two families put in to make the evening 
festive; the way we scrubbed down our patio furniture and pulled out our fancy linens and 
dishes; the candles we lit and the wine we opened; the favorite dishes we prepared for each 
other, and the way we lingered at our tables late into the evening, long after the sun went down 
and the night grew cold... 

This week, our lectionary reading centers around a shared meal.  Specifically, it centers around 
Jesus’ multiplication of loaves and fish to feed a crowd of five thousand.  This is the only Jesus 
story that appears six times across the four gospels.  Clearly, the event meant a lot to the early 
Church— but I wonder if it might mean a lot to us this year, too, after the long isolation we’ve just 
endured. 
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I know that there are any number of conversations or even debates to be had about what exactly 
happened with that crowd and that little boy’s lunch two thousand years ago.  Did Jesus really 
break the laws of science as we know them, and multiply those loaves and fish?  Or was the 
actual miracle the opening of hearts and the channeling of generosity, such that five thousand 
people decided, as a result of their encounter with Jesus, to share their precious food with each 
other?  We can’t know.  For my part, I’m fine with believing that Jesus did something 
supernatural that human beings can’t explain.  If the God who created the cosmos and 
resurrected the Christ caused the content of one child’s lunchbox to become a feast for 
thousands, I can live with that. 

But what strikes me about the story this year is something slightly different than the miracle of 
the food itself.  It’s the miracle of gathering: 

As John describes the scene, Jesus crosses the Sea of Galilee and takes His disciples up a 
mountain.  Immediately He notices a large crowd following them— a crowd filled with hope, 
need, want, and hunger.  Now here’s the interesting part: Jesus’ first thought when He sees the 
throngs of people approaching is, “How might we create conditions where they can remain 
together and have their needs met in community?  How can we gather them and help them to 
receive nourishment in relationship to one another?” 

We know from the other Gospel accounts that the disciples don’t share this wavelength with 
Jesus.  In Mark’s version, they object to their Teacher’s desire, and say, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour’s now very late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country 
and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.”  In other words, the disciples’ instinct is to 
scatter the people, to send them off to fend for themselves, to resist the work, the burden, and 
the responsibility of meeting their needs in community… 

Maybe, after the past year, we’re in an especially good position to appreciate Jesus’ vision.  We, 
too, have been scattered.  We’ve known the loneliness of the empty table, the unused guest room, 
the locked-up church building, the fast from Eucharist.  We’ve discovered anew how sacred and 
life-giving it is to gather, and how much we ache when we’re denied the means to do so.  We’ve 
experienced in urgent ways how much our humanity depends on proximity, on eating together 
and finding nourishment together.  I wish I knew the original source of this wonderful phrase, 
but I’ve heard it said more than once that “Christianity is the eatingest religion in the world.”   

Consider how many of the Jesus stories we love center around meals, feasts, and dinner tables.  
The gospels are full of references to Jesus eating and drinking with others.  He multiplies wine in 
Cana to keep a party going longer; the religious leaders of His day accuse Him of gluttony because 
He practices table fellowship with sinners; He accepts the dinner invitation of Simon, a Pharisee, 
and invites Himself to the home of Zacchaeus, a hated tax collector.  His last act of love for His 
disciples before His death is to gather them around a table, and feed them bread, which He 
proclaims to be His own body… 
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When Jesus feeds the five thousand, He does more than fill their stomachs.  He encourages 
hungry, needy, weary people to sit down together, to notice and attend to each other, to take 
pleasure not only in the possibility of their own fullness, but in the fullness of the whole.  The 
point isn’t to hoard, scheme, conserve, or quantify.  The point is to enjoy abundance in 
community— to learn that in God’s Kingdom, there’s enough, not just for one, but for many.  
Again: not just enough for me, or for my family, or for my “pod,” “people,” or “tribe,” but enough 
for absolutely everyone, with more to spare. 

When Jesus feeds the multitudes in one place, at one time, He acknowledges that we’re physical 
and communal beings, with physical and communal needs.  We're not airy, disconnected spirits; 
we have bodies— both individual and collective— and those bodies themselves are gifts from 
God, gifts worthy of honor and care.  And whatever the miracle is, Jesus is able to perform it 
precisely because He takes these basic human needs so seriously.  When His disciples look at the 
crowds, they see only their own insufficiency, their own scant resources, and the impossibility of 
the situation.  But Jesus allows Himself to see genuine need, and He allows that need to hit Him 
squarely in His own gut.  In the face of the crowd’s deep hunger, despair and apathy aren’t 
options; someone has to act.  Someone has to feed; someone has to gather... 

Maybe it’s only when we get in touch with our own deepest needs— for nourishment, for 
companionship, for proximity, for intimacy— that we can extend a generous table to others.  
Maybe we need to be felled by our own hungers before we can turn abstract compassion into life-
saving action. 

“The crowds ate and were satisfied.”  Is this because they eat in the presence of Jesus?  What 
would that be like— to invite Him to our tables, to let Him watch and partake as we gather 
together, to welcome the incarnate Jesus into the intimate realm of our bodily hungers, our social 
hungers?  Where might such brave communion lead us? 

In the end, Jesus’ feeding miracles are His self-revelations.  He gives bread because He is Bread.  
He makes possible the gathering of the body so that we might become His body, the Church.  May 
our gatherings honor His generous legacy! 

▪ Debie Thomas 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.            7/25 
Pentecost +9 

9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Service of Word and Prayer inside and online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/live 
Fellowship Hour live and/or via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

Thur.         7/29 
 

10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study via Zoom/FCC * 
Scouts BSA Troop 007 [F]  

Fri.             7/30 
 

1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Al-Anon  [F] 
AA  [F] 

Sun.           8/1 
Pentecost +10 

9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Holy Communion inside and online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown/live 
Fellowship Hour live and/or via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 

 If you’d like to participate in these activities taking place over Pr Dave’s Zoom platform, go to 
zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it 
asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in 
numbers will work: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's 
code, and you'll type in 3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, with your 
smart phone or computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—
something that's precious right now!)   You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 
857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, Andrew Edmonds, Fay Barndt, Morgan, Ally, 
Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Biden and his cabinet, Don & Karen Ludovici, Barbara Graser, 
Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bob Knapp, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob Westervelt, Carol 
Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Walt & Ryan, Bobby Lane, Alan & Kathy 
West, Connie Slotter, Doug Fay, Karen Berger, Jim, Jan Riley, Sam Sovacol, Karen Blitch, Mattie 
Bleam, Samantha Martin, Jeannie Rothsching, Beth, Norm Diehl Sr., Roger & Tanner Banks, Amy 
Miller, Erika, Linda Knowlton, Owen & Siobhan, Aly Brown, Matt Aber, Ray, Kelly, Ozzi and his 
parents, Bill Baringer, Russell Stier, Nancy Schnabel, Mike Ruth, Jennifer Hallman, the Peterson 
family, Steve and Dan Jacobs, the Hebbel family, Karen Capella, Sherry Kratz, Karen Smoyer, 
Laura Nelson, Sara & her husband, Sam Smith, Karin Silvius, Karen Kaminski, Pamela Allen, Mary 
Lisa Kelly, Tammy Zepiora, Ed McCartan, Brett Shaw, Mark Bilger, Melissa Manhart, Ruth 
Ziedonis, Dave, Corinne Mininger, Cheri, David Johnson Sr., Natalie, Florence Zellers; victims of 
natural disasters; everyone struggling with COVID-19 and its containment. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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• Families and friends of Bill Stever, Bill Barndt Sr., Robert Webb, Karl Gross, Bill Blain, Carole 
Eddings, George Dutton, Jamie Wright, Eric McGovern, Pat Knowlton, Mickey Shaak, Linda 
Mittelberger, Pr Bill Vanderslice, Pr John Cochran, Dexter Latchmi-Persad, Gary Kratz, Bea 
Becknell. 

Serving in Worship Today: 
Usher:   Tracy Hallman     Altar Guild  Volunteers Needed 

Flower Delivery  Cecelia Casey      Communion  ------- 
Acolyte/Cru   Pr Dave Heckler     Bulletin   Winnie Knapp 

Counter   Bill Shaeffer      Reader   Andie Silvius 
 

This week’s flowers are sponsored by Cecelia Casey. 

Now that Pennsylvania's indoor COVID protocols have expired and most of our adults are fully 
vaccinated, we've returned to in-person worship in the sanctuary at St Paul's.  But since we're 
singing and using responsive litanies in our worship, we strongly encourage you to keep 
observing the COVID safety protocols of safe distancing, face masks if you're not fully vaccinated 
(we have disposable facemasks available in both vestibules), and limited physical contact.  We'll 
also keep our exterior and interior doors open to increase airflow and ventilation through the 
space for increased safety.  And we'll continue to "livestream" our services online, so our more 
distant and/or infirm members can continue to share with us in worship, fellowship, and service.  

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this 
in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  We’re running a significant deficit 
for the year so far— so we especially need your support right now… 

Come join us this Thursday, July 29 from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN via Zoom or Free Conference call 
for our Thursday Morning Bible Study.  (See the previous page for information on accessing 
these platforms.)  We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover 
the treasures that await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out 
of this study— so come join us and invite your friends as well!   

Our “Monthly Special” recipient for the month of July is Bucks County Opportunity Council, 
which works to reduce poverty and partner with the community to promote economic self-
sufficiency.  Their vision is to elevate the awareness of poverty, and to create and lead 
partnerships to make our community a "Bridges Out of Poverty" community.  Throughout July, 
drop off your spare change, or write a check with “Monthly Special” listed in the memo line, to 
“St. Paul’s” to support this community ministry.  For more information on the BCOC, check out 
their website at www.bcoc.org.   

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
http://www.bcoc.org/
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Our Scouts BSA Troop 007 here at St Paul's is having a Hoagie Sale!  These Italian or turkey 
hoagies are $6.00 each, and proceeds from the sale will help fund Troop 007’s first Troop Flag.  
All orders and money due by August 18; hoagie pickup will be on August 26 at 8:00 pm at the 
church.  You can order by going to Venmo @terra-schote; please comment that it's for Troop 007 
hoagie/flag fund (or other payment arrangements can be made).  Thank you in advance for your 
support! 

For his Eagle Scout project, Ayden Hendricks, one of our Scouts in Troop 007, is gathering fellow 
Scouts, friends, and family to clean tombstones in our church cemetery.  They’ll be washing and 
cleaning up the tombstones using soap, water, and a chemical called D2 to keep them nice and 
clean for a longer period of time.  His goal is to spend nearly two weeks finishing all the cleaning 
that needs to be done.  If you have any questions or comments about the cleaning of the 
tombstones, please contact the church at 215.536.5789 or stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 
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Calling all potential ministry volunteers!  As in-person indoor worship begins again, we need a 
variety of ministry helpers.  There are many ways to get involved.  Bulletin collators pick up the 
bulletins at their convenience on the weekend, fold them at home, and return them Sunday 
morning.  Crucifers/Acolytes carry the cross and light the candles.  Communion Assistants help 
distribute Communion.  Ushers direct people to their seats and answer questions/guide visitors.  
Readers read Scripture during the service.  Altar guild prepares the altar before service on Sundays 
and cleans up the altar after worship.  Nursery volunteers help both parents and children during the 
service.  If one of these ministry opportunities interests you, please reach out to the church office for 
more information.  Thank you! 

As church opens up and traffic in and out of the church and office increases, please make sure 
the doors are locked and fully secured if you’re the last person out of either building.  In 
order to keep everyone who enters these buildings as safe as possible, as well as the property 
protected from theft, please double check to make sure the buildings are secure upon leaving.  
Thanks! 

For the latest updates on our announcements, go to: 
docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit# 

 

 

 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit

