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Welcome to our worship of the Lord Jesus Christ!  On this Second Sunday after the Epiphany, we’re 
reminded that all God’s children have a calling in God’s world.  God calls not just pastors and 
deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel.  The story of Nathaniel’s calling plays with the 
idea of place; Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because He comes from Nazareth.  But where we 
come from isn’t important; it’s where (or rather whom) we come to.  Jesus refers to Jacob, who had 
a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and... the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17).  Jesus says that 
He himself is the bridge between heaven and earth, the place where Nathanael will meet God. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC  

 

GATHERING HYMN:    “Listen, God is Calling”    ELW 513 
See page 13 of this bulletin for the music. 

REFRAIN: 
Listen!  Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
Listen!  Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 

Offering forgiveness, comfort and joy. 
 
 
Jesus gave His mandate:    Share the Good News 
That He came to save us    And set us free.         Refrain 
 
Let none be forgotten     Throughout the world. 
In the triune Name of God    Go and baptize.         Refrain 
 
Help us to be faithful,     Standing steadfast, 
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Walking in Your precepts,    Led by Your Word.        Refrain 
 
 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS: 

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid.   
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy Name;  
through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth’s not in us.   
But if we confess our sins, God who’s faithful and just  
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   
So let’s confess our sins against God and our neighbor: 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession. 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we’re in bondage to sin and can’t free ourselves.   
We’ve sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we’ve done and by what we’ve left undone.   
We haven’t loved You with our whole heart;  
we haven’t loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will  
and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy Name.  Amen. 

Hear the Good News, my brothers and sisters:  
Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His only Son to die for us,  
and for His sake forgives us all our sins.   
Sp as a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority,  
I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:    “Glory to God!”        
See page 14-15 of this bulletin for the music. 

REFRAIN: 
Glory to God!  Glory to God!  Glory to God in the highest! 
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Glory to God!  Glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship You; we give You thanks; we praise You for Your glory! 

refrain 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father; Lord God, Lamb of God:  
You take away the sin of the world— have mercy on us! 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father— receive our prayer!  

refrain 

For You alone are the Holy One; You alone are the Lord; 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father!  Amen! 

 
Glory to God!  Glory to God!  Glory to God in the highest! 

Glory to God!  Glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 

 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.    And also with you. 
 
Then let’s pray:  We give You thanks, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful Redeemer,  
for the countless blessings and benefits You give.  
May we know You more clearly, love You more dearly, and follow You more nearly,  
day by day praising You, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

WORD AND PRAYER 

FIRST READING:     1 Samuel 3.1-20          NLT 

Now the boy Samuel served the Lord by assisting Eli the priest.  Now in those days messages 
from the Lord were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 

2 One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed.  3 The lamp of God hadn’t yet 
gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God.  4 Suddenly the 
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Lord called out, “Samuel!”  “Yes?” Samuel replied.  “What is it?”  5 He got up and ran to Eli.  
“Here I am!  Did you call me?”  “I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.”  So he did. 

6 Then the Lord called out again, “Samuel!”  Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am!  
Did you call me?”  “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said.  “Go back to bed.”  (7 Samuel didn’t yet 
know the Lord because he’d never had a message from the Lord before.)  

8 So the Lord called a third time, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli.  “Here I am!  
Did you call me?”  Then Eli realized it was the Lord who was calling the boy.  9 So he said to 
Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, Your servant 
is listening.’” So Samuel went back to bed. 

10 And the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel!  Samuel!”  And Samuel replied, “Speak, 
Your servant is listening.” 

11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “I’m about to do a shocking thing in Israel; 12 I’m going to 
carry out all my threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end.  13 I’ve warned him 
that judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his sons are blaspheming God and 
he hasn’t disciplined them.  14 So I’ve vowed that the sins of Eli and his sons will never be 
forgiven by sacrifices or offerings.” 

15 Samuel stayed in bed until morning, then got up and opened the doors of the Tabernacle 
as usual.  He was afraid to tell Eli what the Lord had said to him.  16 But Eli called out to him, 
“Samuel, my son!”  “Here I am,” Samuel replied.  17 “What did the Lord say to you?  Tell me 
everything.  And may God strike you and even kill you if you hide anything from me!”  18 So 
Samuel told Eli everything; he didn’t hold anything back.  “It’s the Lord’s will,” Eli replied.  
“Let Him do what He thinks best.” 

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him, and everything Samuel said proved to be 
reliable.  20 And all Israel, from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south, knew that Samuel 
was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord.  

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING:    1 Corinthians 6.12-20        NLT 

St Paul writes: 12 You say, “I’m allowed to do anything”— but not everything is good for 
you.  And even though “I’m allowed to do anything,” I mustn’t become a slave to anything.  
13 You say, “Food was made for the stomach, and the stomach for food.”  (This is true, though 
someday God will do away with both of them.)  But you can’t say that our bodies were made 
for sexual immorality.  They were made for the Lord, and the Lord cares about our bodies.  
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14 And God will raise us from the dead by His power, just as He raised our Lord from the 
dead. 

15 Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ?  Should a man take his 
body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute?  Never!  16 And don’t you realize that 
if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one body with her?  For the Scriptures say, 
“The two are united into one.”  17 But the person who’s joined to the Lord is one spirit with 
Him. 

18 Run from sexual sin!  No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does.  For sexual 
immorality is a sin against your own body.  19 Don’t you realize that your body’s the temple 
of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?  You don’t belong to 
yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price.  So you must honor God with your body. 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:    John 1.43-51            NLT 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St John, the first chapter.   Glory to You, O Lord! 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to him, “Come, follow 
Me.”  44 Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown.  45 Philip went to look for 
Nathanael and told him, “We’ve found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote about!  
His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 

46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael.  “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 

“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied. 

47 As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here’s a genuine son of Israel— a man of complete 
integrity!” 

48 “How do You know about me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.” 

49 Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, You’re the Son of God— the King of Israel!” 
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50 Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because I told you I’d seen you under the fig 
tree?  You’ll see greater things than this.”  51 Then He said, “I tell you the truth, you’ll all see 
heaven open and the angels of God going up and down on the Son of Man...” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.           Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”   
                         ELW 737 

See page 16 of this bulletin for the music. 

He comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; 
As though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 

A pulse of being stirred, a pulse of being stirred. 
 

He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart; 
Half-seen upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky 

Of night within the heart, of night within the heart. 
 

He comes to us in sound of seas, the ocean's fume and foam; 
Yet small and still upon the breeze, a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 

A voice to call us home, a voice to call us home. 
 

He comes in love as once He came by flesh and blood and birth; 
To bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving name 

For every child of earth, for every child of earth. 
 

He comes in truth when faith is grown; believed, obeyed, adored: 
The Christ in all the Scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, 

Our Savior and our Lord, our Savior and our Lord. 
 
 

APOSTLES CREED: 

Let’s confess our faith together in the words of our baptismal creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.   
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He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:               

And now let’s pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need: 
 
Gracious God, You long for us to know the joy of living relationship with You, and You come 
to meet us in people and ways that defy our limited imaginations, break through our 
presuppositions, and embrace us in grace that precedes whatever piety we may bring.  
Speak to Your listening Church here and throughout the world; open our eyes to see the 
good that comes to us from every land and every stranger; send us forth to eagerly point to 
the many ways in which You reveal Your life-giving presence; open our mouths to invite 
friends and neighbors to come and see You; and renew our zeal to love our neighbors as 
You love us.     

We pray for the well-being of the earth as we begin another year entrusted with its care.  
Heal the wounds our human carelessness has inflicted on creation and rouse us to see new 
ways to sustain its resources, harness its renewable energies, and participate in its life-
giving goodness.   

We long for peace among nations, peace within our own land, peace in our homes, and peace 
in our hearts.  Where war rages, still the storms of violence and hatred with forgiveness and 
peacemaking; where fear rules, raise up prophets like Martin Luther King Jr. to call Your 
people to the greater power of Your promises and Your vision for creation.  Stir up in us a 
passion for those who suffer from injustice and inequality; stir up our voices to cry out on 
their behalf until their vindication comes and righteousness prevails.  And in all our 
conflicts, help us to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for Your 
voice amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual respect. 

Have mercy on those are struggling with illness, grief, poverty, homelessness, addiction, or 
the shadow of death, especially our brothers and sisters…   In struggle and joy, weakness or 
strength, make us companions to those who are lonely or despairing, that they may be 
enabled to see You present with them through us.   Pour out upon them Your healing grace 
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and transform our love toward them with the vision of eyes that’ve shared their longing and 
have seen Your salvation, that they may be renewed in strength and life, hope and joy.   

We give You thanks for all our loved ones who’ve died and now live in the eternal light of 
Your presence.  Grant that we too may find assurance of the same resurrection by our 
Baptism into Christ’s death, and so serve You with courage and infectious joy.  

For into Your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.          Amen. 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.               And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and one another, let’s share with one another a sign of God’s peace. 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”        
See page 17-18 of this bulletin for the music for this section. 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You’ve first given us— 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: 

The Lord is with you.                  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts!                 We lift them to the Lord! 

Let’s give thanks to the Lord our God.   It’s right to give our thanks and praise! 
 
It’s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere  
give thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ Jesus our Lord!  
Sharing our life, He lived among us to reveal Your glory and love,  
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that our darkness should give way to His own brilliant light.   
And so with the Church on earth and the whole company of heaven,  
we praise Your Name and join their unending hymn: 

See page 15 of this bulletin for the music. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
Heav'n and earth are full of Your glory!  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!    
Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest! 

 
As the Pastor says these Words of Institution, take hold of first the bread, then the cup: 

 
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying,  
“Take and eat.  This is My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 
Again after supper He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying “This cup is the new covenant in My blood shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.   Do this for the remembrance of Me.”   

Remembering, therefore, His life and His death, His resurrection and His ascension,  
we await His coming in glory.   
Now pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us,  
that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with all Your people  
in the body of Your Son, Christ Jesus our Lord.   
For through Him, with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, now and forever!   Amen.   
 

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever!  Amen. 
 
 

CANTICLE:     “Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us! 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace! 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Now we share God’s consecrated gifts among God’s consecrated people, knowing that our living 
Lord Jesus is fully present with us in His Supper, giving Himself to us in bread and wine and 
forgiving love.   When giving the bread to your neighbor, say “The body of Christ, given for 
you.”  When giving the wine/grape juice say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”  Whatever’s 
left over may be reverently eaten and drunk by everyone after our worship is over.  Once we’ve 
all shared in the body and blood of Christ, we continue in blessing and prayer: 

 

SENDING 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER:                
May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in His grace.               Amen. 

See page 18 of this bulletin for the music. 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell everyone what God has done! 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy Name! 

Send us with Your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy  
With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia! 

 
Let’s pray:  Christ Jesus, at this table we’ve feasted on Your very life  
and are strengthened for our journey. 
Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit 
to proclaim Your Good News and serve others in Your name.          Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION:  
And now may God our Creator be with you and speak through you; 
may + Christ Jesus be one with you and raise you to life; 
may the Holy Spirit dwell within you and make you holy;  
and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:    “Here I Am, Lord”      ELW 574 

See p. 19 of this bulletin for the music. 

“I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry; 
All who dwell in deepest sin, My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear My light to them?  Whom shall I send?” 
 
REFRAIN: 

Here I am, Lord!  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if You lead me; I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 
 
 

“I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain; 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak My word to them.  Whom shall I send?” 

refrain 

“I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save! 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give My life to them.  Whom shall I send?” 

refrain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                          We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?            Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God!   
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The Transformative Act of Really Seeing People 

In my book A Bigger Table, I tell the story of the day I met a teenage girl named Tracy and her older 
brother Caleb while serving as a youth pastor in Charlotte.  It was the kickoff youth ministry event 
of the school season, and the first of my eventual eight-year tenure there at the church— my family 
and I having just arrived a couple of weeks earlier.   

That September Sunday afternoon, our massive converted-storefront student center was packed 
with middle and high schoolers, parents, and volunteers; playing games, bouncing around the 
room, and generally creating the kind of frenetic chaos that only teenagers can.  I remember ping-
ponging around the space; introducing myself to people, stopping to answer questions, and deftly 
working the room like a seasoned maître d’ during the dinner rush.   

In the middle of the dizzying bombast of the moment, I happened to catch a glimpse of Tracy and 
Caleb out of the corner of my eye.  They were standing at the edge of the room, physically distanced 
from the crowd and both looking rather uncomfortable.  I made my way over, introduced myself, 
and tried to engage them in some small talk, but got little response beyond a couple of forced 
smiles.  I attempted a few of my go-to cheesy “youth pastor” jokes to disarm them. Nothing.  I talked 
about some fun stuff we had planned and let them know that I looked forward to getting to know 
them over the coming year.  Barely a smile.  Sensing failure, I thanked them for coming and walked 
away, feeling a bit defeated and believing I’d made them feel more awkward than they appeared 
when I arrived… 

A few days later though, I received an email.  It was from Tracy.  She began by saying that I probably 
wouldn’t remember her (though I had), and she recounted her version of the conversation we’d 
had that Sunday.  She talked about the difficulties she’d had in the past, some mistakes she’d 
made— and the coldness and judgment she’d received from pastors and students in their last 
church.  These things had all left her feeling completely uncomfortable around religious people— 
and in fact, that Sunday she and her brother been forced by their parents to be there as a sort of 
punishment. 

Tracy said she wanted to thank me for the time I took to speak with her and her brother, and to let 
me know the difference it made: “I wanted to thank you.” she said.  “People usually don’t notice 
me, don’t care, or they just pretend not to see me.  You made me feel visible.” 

I’ve never forgotten those words: “You made me feel visible…” 

It’s amazing how easy it is to be a difference maker in the lives of people we cross paths with every 
day— and yet how regularly we blow it.  When we encounter people in this world, we come armed 
with our theology and our politics, with our preferences, prejudices, and plans; and we believe our 
most pressing need is to convert or convince or fix or save or change them— but it isn’t.  This isn’t 
what people most need.  More than anything, they need to feel visible— to know that they’re 
important and valuable and beautiful, that their presence here is noticed, that their stories matter, 
and that someone gives a damn.   
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Knowing this, our most urgent task, our most sacred calling, our most life-giving contribution, is 
to see people— really see them.  Try to step into their space and be a source of simple compassion 
and kindness without any other agenda.  Seeing people is transformative.  It allows them to exhale 
in our presence.  They can lay aside the need to prove themselves or justify their pasts or defend 
their positions— or be anything other than exactly who they are at a given moment.  And since 
we’re all fairly exhausted from pretending, this is a priceless gift we all could use... 

Tracy taught me a lesson that September Sunday that I hope I’ll never forget: Stop trying to fix or 
change or convince or renovate people— but never stop trying to see them.  Make them feel visible. 

• John Pavlovitz 

Listen, God is Calling 
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Glory to God! 
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He Comes to Us as One Unknown 

 
This media is licensed under the terms of Hope Publishing, CCLI License #2280004 

 

“He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, 
as of old, by the lakeside, He came to those who knew Him not.  

He speaks to us the same words: "Follow thou Me!" 
and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfill for our time. 

He commands.  And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple,  
He will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, 

the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship, 
and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is.” 

― Albert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus 

 

https://hymnary.org/license/1
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1349206
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Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
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Here I Am, Lord 

 

Used by Permission.  CCLI License #2280004 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.            1/17 
Epiphany 2 
 

9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 
6:00 PM 

Holy Communion online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 
Confirmation Class via Zoom * 

Tues.        1/18 
M.L. King Jr. Day 

7:00 PM Congregation Council meeting via Zoom/FCC * 

Thur.        1/21 
 

10:00 AM 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study via Zoom/FCC * 
Scouts BSA Troop 007 via Zoom * 

Fri.             1/22 
 

1:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Al-Anon 
AA 

Sun.            1/24 
Epiphany 3 
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
6:00 PM 

Service of Word and Prayer online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom:  
[use meeting ID 839 381 0896, passcode 90e8Dm] 
Confirmation Class via Zoom * 

 If you’d like to participate in these activities taking place over Zoom, go to zoom.us, click “Join a 
Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it asks for a password, use  
119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work: 
929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type 
in 3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart phone or computer, 
you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—something that's precious right 
now!)   You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 
144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Fay Barndt, 
Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Trump and his cabinet, Don & Karen Ludovici, 
Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bob Knapp, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob 
Westervelt, Carol Marks, Rosemary Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Walt & Ryan, Bobby 
Lane, Alan & Kathy West, Aly Brown, Connie Slotter, Doug Fay, Karen Berger, Gary Kratz, Jim, Pr 
Susan Lynch, Pr Wanda Schwandt, Barb Fehnel, Sheena Lakjer, Larry Noblit, Stan Johnson, Jan 
Riley, Sam Sovacol, Karen Blitch, Mattie Bleam, Samantha Martin, Jeannie Rothsching, Donna 
Wyatt, Marie Shaw, Tammy Zepiora, Kevin Schrantz, Robert Ball, Beth, Norm Diehl Sr., Annabelle 
Weller, Bill Shaeffer, Adrienne Shaeffer and Misha, the Hallman family, Bob & Phyllis Labs; victims 
of flooding, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires; everyone struggling with COVID-19 and its 
containment.                        > 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK  [contd.]   

• Families and friends of Bill Stever, Bill Barndt Sr., Robert Webb, Karl Gross, Kara L, Jane, Bill Blain, 
Carole Eddings, George Dutton, Jamie Wright. 

This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Marie Shaw in honor of Brett and Gwen's 
birthdays on January 21. 

We’d hoped to resume in-person worship at St Paul’s by now— but because a new and powerful 
surge of the COVID-19 pandemic has befallen us recently, we’re postponing returning to in-
person indoor worship until it’s safer for us to gather.   We’ll continue to livestream our worship 
via Facebook Live and host our fellowship hour via Zoom, so hang in there with us.    

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this in 
several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the good 
things God’s doing through us. 

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN via 
Zoom or Free Conference call.  (See the previous page for information on accessing these 
platforms.)  We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the 
treasures that await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of 
this study— so come join us and invite your friends as well!   

Our 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 31 @ 10:30 AM via Zoom 
(probably Pr. Dave’s Zoom platform—see above for the connection information).  All voting 
members and friends of St Paul’s are encouraged to attend.  We’ll be reviewing our life together 
from this past year, considering some upcoming ministry priorities, and electing several new and 
returning Council members.  Copies of the 2020 Annual Report will be emailed or “snail-mailed” 
to you by January 17 for you to review.  Mark your calendars and come join us! 

Come join our Synod’s Anti-Racism Team for a book discussion series on Debbie Irving’s Waking 
Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race.  These discussions will take place on Monday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM via Zoom.  Topics include: 

• January 25  “Beginning your racial autobiography”  
• February 1  “What is race?”   
• February 8  “What is racism?”  
• February 15   “Where do we go from here?”  

For more information, and to register for this free series, email antiracism@sepa.org. 

 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
mailto:antiracism@sepa.org


23 

 

Our Scouts BSA Troop 007 is currently holding a Krispy Kreme Donut and Coffee Fundraiser  to 
help support the Troop’s ministries.  Krispy Kreme donuts are available by the dozen, as well as 
12-oz. bags of Krispy Kreme coffee, each for $10 each.   Donuts are available in Glazed, Chocolate 
Iced, Glazed-Kreme Filled, Glazed-Raspberry Filled, or Glazed-Lemon Filled; coffee is available in 
Classic Coffee, Classic Decaf Coffee, Bold 1937 Coffee, and Original Glazed Coffee flavors.   Orders 
are due by Jan. 28; delivery will be the evening of Feb. 9.  All payments may be made by cash, by 
checks written out to “Troop 007”, or via Venmo @Terra-Schote.   (Please notate “KK Donut 
Fundraiser” along with your name, phone number, quantity, and flavor).  Anyone not wanting 
donuts but wishing to donate to our amazing troop can send a check to Troop 007, c/o St Paul's 
Lutheran Church, 837 Old Bethlehem Rd., Quakertown, PA 18951.  Thank you for your continued 
support.   BSA Troop 007 sincerely appreciates it! 

 
 

Sometimes we feel as if we have no word from God, no vision, no place to come and see what God’s 
doing, no center in a time of alienation.  But as Psalm 139 reminds us, God has seen us and known us.  
More than that, in our Baptism, God has called us, like Samuel, Philip, and Nathanael were called.   

Listen to these texts more deeply.  In Jesus Christ, heaven has opened.  For us, the angels of God 
ascend and descend upon Him more surely than they did upon Jacob’s ancient Bethel (Genesis 28:12).  
In His death and resurrection, Jesus has become for us the lamp of God, the ark of God, and the 
house of God where we may come and see.  The crucified and risen Christ, present in His word and 
sacraments— and present to us in the Scriptures read in our homes— is today the place where 
we may meet God.  Then, gathered into Christ’s body by the Holy Spirit, we become together the 
temple of God, our own bodies now dedicated to bearing witness to God’s love for our needy 
neighbors and for all the world. 

• Gordon Lathrop 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 


