
  

Congregational responses are printed in indented boldface italics. 

 

Opening Verses:     

Behold, now’s the acceptable time;            Now’s the day of salvation. 

Turn us again, O God of our salvation,      That the light of Your face may shine on us. 

May Your justice shine like the sun,           And may the poor be lifted up. 

 

 

Hymn of Light:     “O Gracious Light” 

Sung to the tune of "All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” 

O gracious Light, O image blest of God th’ immortal Father’s face! 
O heaven’s glory, Jesus Christ, eternal, holy, full of grace! 

 
At sunset, Lord, we come to pray as we behold the evening’s light: 

Praise Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one holy God of pow’r and might! 
  

Worthy are You, Lord Jesus Christ!  All creatures join to sing Your praise! 
You give us life, and thus the world gives glory, Lord, through endless days. 

 
 

We give You thanks, O God, for in the beginning You called light into being, 
and You set light in the sky to govern night and day. 
In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, You led Your people into freedom. 
Now enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ: 
may Your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation, 
and with all Your creatures we give You glory, through Your Son Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.          Amen. 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

in Lent 



Psalmody:      “Let My Prayer Rise as Incense” 
Sung to the tune of “Abide with Me” 

Let my prayer rise as incense to You, Lord, my hands be raised, as evening’s offering. 
To You, O Lord, I lift my cry for help— Lord, hear my voice when I cry out to You! 

 
Let my words, Lord, speak only what is true, my heart be filled with longing for Your love. 

Keep me, O Lord, from evildoers’ schemes, 
From their contempt for Your Reign from above. 

 
I look to You, O Lord, my source of hope— to You, my God, the stronghold of my soul. 
Deliver me from those who tempt to sin, and free my heart to rest in Your true peace. 

 
 
 

Reading:     Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18; 8.6-18; 9.8-13 

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I’ve seen that you 
alone are righteous before me in this generation.  2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that aren’t clean, the male and its 
mate; 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on 
the face of all the earth.  4 For in seven days I’ll send rain on the earth for forty days and forty 
nights; and every living thing that I’ve made I’ll blot out from the face of the ground.”  5 And 
Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him. 

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened.  12 The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.  13 On the very 
same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives 
of his sons entered the ark, 14 they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals 
of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every kind—
every bird, every winged creature.  15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh 
in which there was the breath of life.  16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, 
went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.  17 The flood continued forty days 
on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.  
18 The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the 
waters.   

6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he’d made 7 and sent out the 
raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth.  8 Then he sent out 
the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; 9 but the dove 
found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the 
face of the whole earth.  So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him.  
10 He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; 11 and the dove 



came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah 
knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.  12 Then he waited another seven days, and 
sent out the dove; and it didn’t return to him anymore... 

13 In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that 
the face of the ground was drying.  14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the 
month, the earth was dry.  15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and 
your sons and your sons’ wives with you.  17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you 
of all flesh— birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth— so that they 
may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  18 So Noah went out with 
his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives…   

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for Me, I’m establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that’s with you, the birds, 
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  
11 I establish My covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”   12 God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I make between Me and you and every living creature that’s with you, for all 
future generations: 13 I’ve set My bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth…”   

 

Reflection on the Word 
Following the reflection, we respond: 

Jesus said, “I’m the light of the world.  
Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness.” 

    

 

Evening Canticle:  “Magnificat”   
Sung to “This Is My Father’s World” 

My soul proclaims with joy Your greatness, O my Lord; 
My spirit will rejoice in You, my Savior and my God! 

For You have favored me!  All ages will proclaim 
That You have done great things for me, and holy is Your Name! 

 
On those who fear You, Lord, Your mercy will abide; 

You’ve shown the pow’r of Your strong arm— the proud are scattered wide; 
The mighty are cast down, and lowly ones are raised; 

You fill the hungry with good things and sends the rich away. 



You come to us to keep the promise made before 
To Abraham and all his heirs of mercy evermore. 
We praise You, Triune God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Our Maker, Savior, Spirit blest, eternal Three-in-One! 
 

    

Prayers: 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful,      have mercy on us and hear our prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Show us Your mercy, Lord,           and grant us Your salvation. 

Clothe Your ministers with Your righteousness,      and let Your people sing with joy. 

Give Your peace, Lord, in all the world,        for only in You can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep the nations under Your care,        and guide them in Your justice and truth. 

Let Your way be known in all the earth,    Your saving grace among all nations. 

Don’t let the needy, Lord, be forgotten,    nor the hope of the afflicted be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God,        and sustain us with Your Holy Spirit. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night,  
and give Your angels charge over those who sleep.  
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering,  
comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for Your love’s sake.      Amen. 
 
Be present with those who labor in these hours of night,  
especially those who watch and work on behalf of others.  
Grant them diligence in their watching, faithfulness in their service,  
courage in danger, and competence in emergencies.  
Help them meet the needs of others with confidence and compassion;  
through Christ Jesus our Lord.                 Amen. 
 
Gracious God, we give You thanks for the day,  
especially for the good we were permitted to give and to receive;  
the day’s now past and we commit it to You.  
We entrust to You the night; we rest securely, for You neither slumber nor sleep.  Amen. 



Prayer of the Week: 

O God, Strength of the powerless and Light in all darkness, 
look in mercy upon Your Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery, 
that it may be an ark of peace in the midst of chaos. 
Let the whole world come to see that what was fallen is being raised up, 
that what was old is being made new, and that all things are being restored to wholeness 
through the One from whom they first took being, Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.   
                         Amen 

 

 

Sending: 

Let’s bless the Lord.                Thanks be to God! 

Almighty God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.    Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


