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Welcome to our worship of the Lord Jesus Christ!  In much of the ancient world, people believed 
that God’s power was chiefly manifested in earthquake, wind, fire, and storm— but as Elijah finds 
out in today’s first reading and Jesus demonstrates in our gospel reading, God really doesn’t need 
such pyrotechnics.  Elijah finds the presence of God in the sound of sheer silence.  And when Jesus’ 
disciples are terrified amidst a great storm on the sea, they find Jesus coming to them from the 
midst of the storm, saying “Take heart!  It’s I—don’t be afraid!”  Amid the storms of life, we gather 
to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears.  In comforting words of Scripture and 
the testimony of our brothers and sisters, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of 
God’s presence to others. 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 

ENTRANCE HYMN:   “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”   
                         ELW 756 

See page 14 of this bulletin for the music. 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
Who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep: 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea! 
 

O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive heard, 
Who walked upon the foaming deep, and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea! 
 

O Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, and give, for wild confusion, peace: 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee for those in peril on the sea! 
 

O Trinity of love and pow’r, all trav’lers guard in danger’s hour 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them wheresoe’er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea! 
 

Pentecost +10 
August 9, 2020  +   9:00 AM 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS: 

Blest are You, O Lord our God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit! 

And blest is Your Reign, now and forever! 

Out of love for Your children wounded by sin, You’ve bound Yourself to us in Christ Jesus. 

But we’ve sinned against You, against one another,  
and against the earth You’ve entrusted to our care. 

We’re worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love You above all else. 

We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from those in need. 

We stew in anger at our own frustration, then lash out at others who differ from us, 

denying all the while how our own anger feeds the demons of violence. 

Hear us, O God, as we confess the sin that everyone knows and the sins we fear to name: 

Silence for personal reflection and confession. 

For Jesus’ sake, have mercy on us and forgive us our sin! 

Transform us and reorient us by Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may live in the freedom for which You’ve created us.   

 
Listen to the Good News, brothers and sisters:  
Though we were dead in sin, God’s made us alive together with Christ,  
and in the life-giving power that raised Christ from the dead, you’re + forgiven! 
Now live in the freedom born of God’s forgiveness,  
that all may know through you the abundance of God’s grace. Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:    
Sung to the tune of “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LBW 170 

Maker, in whom we live, in whom we are and move, 
We give You glory, pow’r, and praise for Your redeeming love!  

Let all the angel choirs give thanks to God on high, 
While earth repeats the joyful song and echoes to the skies. 

 
Jesus, incarnate Lord, let all our ransomed race 

Give up our lives to You in thanks for Your redeeming grace! 
Your grace to sinners shown, the heav’nly choirs proclaim 

And cry, “Salvation to our God!  Salvation to the Lamb!” 
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Spirit of Holiness, let all Your saints adore 
Your sanctifying love, and praise Your heart-renewing pow’r! 
No angel tongues can tell Your love’s great depth and height, 

Your glorious joy unspeakable, Your beatific sight! 
 

Eternal, Triune God, we join Your hosts above 
And all on earth below in praise, and tell of Your great love! 
When heav’n and earth have fled before Your glorious face, 

May all the saints Your love has made forever sing Your praise! 
 
 
 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.    And also with you. 

Then let’s pray:  God our defender,  
storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.  
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear,  
and preserve us in the faith of Your Son, Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 
 
 

WORD AND PRAYER 

See ELW 515 for the tune. 

Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as once You broke the loaves beside the sea. 
Beyond the sacred page, I seek You, Lord; my spirit waits for You, O Living Word! 

 

 

FIRST READING:    1 Kings 19.9-18            NLT  

Fleeing from the threats of Queen Jezebel, Elijah came to a cave, where he spent the night.  
But the LORD said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

10 Elijah replied, “I’ve zealously served the LORD God Almighty.  But the people of Israel 
have broken their covenant with You, torn down Your altars, and killed every one of Your 
prophets.  I’m the only one left— and now they’re trying to kill me, too!” 
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11 “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the LORD told him.  And as Elijah stood 
there, the LORD passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain.  It was such a 
terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose— but the LORD wasn’t in the wind.  After the 
wind there was an earthquake— but the LORD wasn’t in the earthquake.  12 And after the 
earthquake there was a fire— but the LORD wasn’t in the fire.  And after the fire there was 
the sound of a gentle whisper.  13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  And a voice said, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied again, “I’ve zealously served the LORD God Almighty.  But the people of Israel 
have broken their covenant with You, torn down Your altars, and killed every one of Your 
prophets.  I’m the only one left— and now they’re trying to kill me, too!” 

15 Then the LORD told him, “Go back the same way you came, and travel to the wilderness 
of Damascus.  When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of Aram.  16 Then anoint 
Jehu grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from the 
town of Abel-meholah to replace you as My prophet.  17 Anyone who escapes from Hazael 
will be killed by Jehu, and those who escape Jehu will be killed by Elisha.  18 Yet I’ll 
preserve 7000 others in Israel who’ve never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!” 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

SECOND READING:   Romans 10.5-15           NLT 

St Paul writes: Moses writes that the Law’s way of making a person right with God 
requires obedience to all of its commands.  6 But faith’s way of getting right with God says, 
“Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who’ll go up to heaven?’ (to bring Christ down to earth).  7 And 
don’t say, ‘Who’ll go down to the place of the dead?’ (to bring Christ back to life again).”   
8 In fact, it says, “The message is very close at hand; it’s on your lips and in your heart”— 
and that message is the very message about faith that we preach!  9 If you openly declare 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you’ll be 
saved.  10 For it’s by believing in your heart that you’re made right with God, and it’s by 
openly declaring your faith that you’re saved.  11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who 
trusts in Him will never be disgraced.”  12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect; they 
have the same Lord, who gives generously to all who call on Him.  13 For “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.” 

14 But how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him?  And how can 
they believe in Him if they’ve never heard about Him?  And how can they hear about Him 
unless someone tells them?  15 And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent?  
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That’s why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 
news!” 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.        Thanks be to God! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 14.22-33           NLT 

See ELW 174 for the tune. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the 14th chapter.   Glory to You, O Lord! 

 
Immediately after feeding the multitude, Jesus insisted that His disciples get back into the 
boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while He sent the people home.  23 After 
sending them home, He went up into the hills by Himself to pray.  Night fell while He was 
there alone... 

24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, 
and they were fighting heavy waves.  25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came 
toward them, walking on the water.  26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the water, 
they were terrified.  In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!”  27 But Jesus spoke to them 
at once.  “Don’t be afraid,” He said.  “Take courage.  I’m here!” 

28 Then Peter called to Him, “Lord, if it’s really You, tell me to come to You, walking on the 
water.”  29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said.  So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on 
the water toward Jesus.  30 But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was 
terrified and began to sink.  “Save me, Lord!” he shouted.  31 Jesus immediately reached out 
and grabbed him.  “You have so little faith,” Jesus said.  “Why did you doubt Me?”   

32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped.  33 Then the disciples 
worshiped Him.  “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.           Praise to You, O Christ!  

 

Bless Your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as when You blest the bread by Galilee. 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall; and I shall find my peace, my All-in-All! 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:   “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me”    ELW 755  
See page 15 of this bulletin for the music. 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, hiding rock and treach’rous shoal; 

Chart and compass come from Thee.  Jesus, Savior, pilot me! 
 

As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
Boist’rous waves obey Thy will when Thou say’st to them: “Be still.” 

Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me! 
 

When at last I near the shore, and the fearful breakers roar 
Twixt me and the peaceful rest, then, while leaning on Thy breast, 

May I hear Thee say to me: “Fear not, I will pilot Thee.” 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

Called into unity with God, with one another, and with the whole creation, 
let’s pray for the Church and the world we share together: 
 
Good and gracious God, we give You thanks and praise, for You’re Lord of all, without 
distinction, and You’re generous to all who call on You!  In the first of Your mighty 
wonders You calmed the chaos and created a planet full of life.  You chose a people to 
carry Your good news to the world and worked even through their acts of hatred and 
betrayal to bring about Your salvation.  So, too, when Your Son Jesus of Nazareth was 
rejected and cast into the pit of death, You raised Him from the dead, and now save all who 
call on His name in faith.  Even now He comes to us amidst the storms of destruction, 
pulling us up from the despair that would swallow us, bringing us His awesome peace, and 
moving us to proclaim in awe and worship, “Truly You’re the Son of God!” 

In the midst of the storms of this world, give Your Church the faith to watch for Christ 
coming to us even from the midst of the chaos, so that when we see and hear Him calling 
“Take heart—It’s Me!” we may have the courage to follow Christ wherever He leads us. 

As You gather us together as Your people even through these odd technological means, we 
pray for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a 
new and still uncertain school year, and for all who are struggling with unexpected 
hardships amidst this pandemic.  Stir us up to reach out to one another with gracious 
hearts, listening ears, and every gift we’re able to offer, that together we may behold Your 
power at work amidst our seeming weakness.   
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Unite Your people in common endeavor for the well-being of Your creation.  Protect 
waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and abuse, and stir us up to be 
their voice of advocacy.  Help the entire human family work to sustain and be sustained by 
the resources of Your hand.  

Pour out Your Spirit of righteousness and peace, mercy and truth on all the nations and 
peoples of the earth, that all nations may come to know that peace that’s the fruit of Your 
justice, and the justice that’s the path to peace.  Strengthen peacemakers in this and every 
land; pitch Your tent with migrants and refugees, guiding them in their search for safety; 
have mercy on those who live amidst violence and those seeking to assist them; and still 
the storms of violence, greed, and oppression in every community, turning the hearts of all 
to recognize the value of each person and protect everyone from harm. 

We give You thanks for Your promise that everyone who calls upon Your name will be 
saved.  Accompany those who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, 
and support those who are frustrated in their search for sustaining employment, enough 
food, and an affordable place to live.  Bless and comfort those in need; bring 
companionship to those who are lonely and healing to those who are sick or grieving, 
especially our brothers and sisters…  In the midst of the storms of their lives, be their 
strength and refuge and healing, that they may come to new life and joy in You. 

We give You thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole Church from all times and places, 
and for the saints in our own lives and communities whom You’ve gathered to Yourself, 
especially…  Grant that we may follow in their footsteps of discipleship and be gathered 
with them around Your heavenly banquet.   

For into Your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.          Amen. 

The peace of the Lord is with you always.               And also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Give Thanks”        W+P 41 

See page 16 in this bulletin for the music. 
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Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ; His Son! 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ; His Son! 

And now, let the weak say “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 

And now, let the weak say “I am strong!”   
Let the poor say “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us!”  Give thanks! 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD:  

Blest are You, holy, mighty, and merciful Lord; 

heaven and earth are full of Your glory! 

We give You thanks and praise, holy God, for by Your Word You made all things: 

You spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,  
and brought life into being. 

By Your Word, You called Your people Israel to share with the world Your wonderful gifts: 

Freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile. 

Mindful of Your covenant, You spoke of old by the prophets: 

Words of warning and of woe, words to challenge and console,  
words of wisdom for our life with You. 

Now you call to us through Christ Jesus, Your Word made flesh among us: 

The Light for those who dwell in darkness,  
the Life of those entombed by death, the Way of Your self-giving love. 

For Your Word of life, and for all Your gifts of grace, 

We give You thanks and praise, O Lord, and to Your saving deeds we testify! 

Now send us Your Spirit of truth, O God, and rekindle Your gifts within us: 

Renew our faith, increase our hope,  
and deepen our love for the sake of a world in need. 

True to Your Word, O God, draw near to those who call on You: 

Lift up the weak and lowly; bring justice to those who are oppressed;  
and guide us in the ways of peace, 

For You alone are God,   

to You alone we sing our praise! 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus Himself has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION:  
Now may God our Creator’s powerful presence of God be with you; 
may Christ’s word be near you, on your lips and in your heart; 
may the Holy Spirit give you courage and calm all your fears;  
and Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

SENDING HYMN:   “How Can I Keep from Singing?” ELW 763   

See page 17 of this bulletin for the music. 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing?  
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 

What though my joys and comforts die?  The Lord my Savior liveth! 
What though the darkness gather round?  Songs in the night He giveth.  

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
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The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am His!  How can I keep from singing?  

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                          We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?            Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord!      Thanks be to God!   
 

 

Out on the Water 

Like some of you, I grew up with “Fear not!” Christianity— a Christianity of brave fronts and 
“happily ever afters” that left little room for the open acknowledgement of fear.  If you're not 
familiar with this brand of religion, I’ll give you a quick primer.  It sounds like this: 

• “Fear not” appears in the Bible more often than any other imperative.  It’s a commandment.  
This means that when we fear, we sin. 

• “Perfect love casts out fear.” If you’re afraid, then you’re not rooted in God’s love. 

• “For God hasn’t given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”  
Fear’s an aberration, an unsoundness of mind, a brokenness devoid of God. 

• You can’t be fearful and faithful at the same time.  Fear is a clear sign that you lack faith. 

I wish I were exaggerating, but I’m not.  I grew up hearing these “devout” responses to fear all the 
time.  Instead of inspiring courage or trust, they coated my ever-present fears in guilt, shame, and 
hopelessness. 

In our Gospel story this week, the disciples contend with deep, atavistic fear— fear of the 
unknown, fear of suffering, fear of death, fear of oblivion...  The setting is the Sea of Galilee, a body 
of water surrounded by hills and prone to sudden, violent windstorms.  It’s nighttime.  The 
disciples are in a boat, crossing the sea on their own, as per Jesus’s instructions.  As the night 
wears on, the wind and waves intensify, and the disciples, still far from land, struggle against the 
turbulent water.  Meanwhile, Jesus, having spent the previous day teaching and feeding the five 
thousand, is up in the hills, seeking renewal in solitude and prayer.   
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Sometime before dawn, Jesus descends from the hills, and approaches the boat.  When the 
disciples see Him walking on the water towards them, they’re terrified. “It’s a ghost!” they cry.   

“Immediately,” Matthew’s Gospel tells us, Jesus identifies Himself in an effort to reassure His 
disciples: “Take courage!  It’s I.  Don’t be afraid.”  As far as we know, eleven of the disciples, 
frozen in fear, say nothing.  But Peter— brash, impetuous, over-the-top Peter— proposes a 
bizarre test to prove the would-be ghost’s identity: “Lord, if it’s You, tell me to come to You on the 
water.”  Jesus says, “Come,” and Peter steps boldly (or recklessly) out of the boat...   

For one luminous second (or two, or ten), Peter walks on the water towards Jesus.  But then he 
realizes what he’s doing.  He notices the vicious wind, the rising waves, the dark water— and fear 
overwhelms him.  He begins to drown.  “Lord, save me!” he cries.  “Immediately,” Jesus reaches 
out His hand, catches Peter, and delivers him to safety.  

“You of little faith,” Jesus says to the breathless, sopping Peter, once the worst of the danger is 
over.  “Why did you doubt?”  We never hear Peter’s answer, if he manages to offer one.  But as 
soon as he and Jesus climb into the boat, the wind dies down, the sea grows still and calm, and 
the disciples recognize Jesus for who and what He is.  “Truly,” they say in awe, “You’re the Son of 
God!” 

On the face of it, this story might appear to reinforce a “fear not” version of Christianity.  I’ve 
certainly heard sermons that declare as much: “See?  When Peter exercises bold, fearless faith in 
Jesus, he’s able to do the impossible.  His faith empowers him to walk on water— just like Jesus!  
But as soon as Peter gives in to fear, he nearly drowns...” 

To put it mildly, I don’t agree with this reading.  To put it less mildly, I think this reading is 
dangerous.  Nowhere in the Gospels are we called to prove our faith (or test God’s character) by 
taking pointless risks that threaten our lives.  Nowhere in the Gospels does Jesus teach us that 
bad things happen to us because we’re too chicken to earn God’s protective care.  Whether we’re 
talking about respecting the power of the sea during a vicious storm, or heeding expert medical 
advice during a global pandemic, the same caution applies.  Recklessness isn’t faith; stupidity 
isn’t courage...    

Notice carefully the timeline of events as Matthew’s Gospel relates them.  When the disciples see 
Jesus walking on the water, they’re terrified.  They don’t recognize Him; they think they’re seeing 
a ghost or a demon.  Naturally, they cry out in fear.  At that instant (“immediately”) Jesus offers 
them comfort and reassurance.  He tells them exactly who He is.  “Take courage!  It’s I!  Don’t be 
afraid.” 

We don’t know if the silent eleven take Jesus at His word— but we know for sure that Peter 
doesn’t.  He gives Jesus an identity test.  “Lord, if it’s You...”  Listen carefully.  Can you hear the 
echoes of another famous identity test in Peter’s words— the identity test Jesus faces in the 
wilderness, forty days after His baptism?  “If You’re the Son of God…”      
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What’s at play here isn’t the morality or immorality of human fear.  What’s at play is how we 
respond to God’s presence when we’re afraid.  What’s at play is what we say and think and feel 
and do when the Divine comes to us in guises we don’t recognize.   

The disciples aren’t wrong to be afraid.  They have every right to be afraid!  They’re afraid 
because they aren’t keen on drowning.  They’re afraid because gigantic waves in the middle of 
the night are scary.  They’re afraid because they lack the tools with which to process what they’re 
seeing; human beings don’t have the ability to walk on water.   

And if we extend the meaning of “drowning” to include all the ways in which we human beings 
find ourselves in over our heads in this world, then certainly we experience fear.  We feel afraid 
as we face Covid-19 and failing economies and social isolation and political brokenness; we feel 
afraid when unhealthy marriages, sick children, unfriendly neighbors, grinding jobs, and financial 
uncertainty threaten our lives; we feel afraid when our basic biology betrays us into anxiety, 
panic, and depression…  

The issue’s not fear; the issue’s where fear leads.  Notice the first place that Peter’s fear leads 
him.  He has every right to be afraid when his boat pitches in the dark sea; feeling scared in the 
face of danger isn’t the problem.  The problem is that his fear leads him straight to suspicion 
and distrust.  His fear leads him to test and question Jesus’ identity, instead of taking Jesus’ self-
disclosure at face value.  “If it’s You, enable me to do the impossible.  If it’s You, make magic 
happen so that I’ll be dazzled out of all doubt.  If it’s You, reorder reality and prove to me that 
You’re God.” 

Needless to say, Peter’s actions in this story cut right through me; I recognize them so well.  Like 
Peter, I fail to recognize Jesus when the going gets rough.  When I face fearsome circumstances, 
my default position isn’t trust, it’s suspicion.  In my fear, I forget that my relationship with God is 
multifaceted and complex, and I reduce it to something crassly transactional: “Okay, Jesus, prove 
that You care about me.  I’ll do A, but You’d better do B in return.” 

Interestingly, Peter’s test fails.  Despite his initial boldness, he’s not able to prove who Jesus is by 
walking on water.  He fails within seconds.  Why?  Because Jesus doesn’t calm the sea for Peter’s 
convenience.  Even though Peter steps out of the boat, his circumstances remain wild and 
turbulent and dangerous.  If Peter thinks he can manipulate Jesus into making faith easy, he 
learns otherwise fast.   

To truly trust Jesus is to hold two pictures of God’s Reign in productive tension.  Yes, sometimes 
Jesus demonstrates His power in miraculous, technicolor ways.  At other times, though, we need 
to trust that His Incarnation— His quiet, abiding presence in our wild, untamed lives— is 
sufficient for the circumstances we face.  Sometimes, Jesus’ power is paradoxical; it comes to us 
in what looks like vulnerability, like weakness, like strangeness.  The noisy wildness of the sea is 
no proof of God’s absence… 
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Once Peter’s safe in the boat, Jesus asks him the question he can’t answer: “You of little faith, why 
did you doubt?”  I wonder if Jesus asks this question, not because Peter gives way to panic and 
nearly drowns, but because his doubt compels him to make a foolish request in the first place.  I 
wonder if Jesus’ question means something like this: “Peter, as soon as you saw Me, I told you 
exactly who I was.  You heard My voice.  I spoke words of assurance and comfort to you.  Why 
didn’t you believe Me?” 

Maybe, when Jesus asks us why we doubt, what He’s really asking is “Why do you doubt Me?  
Why don’t you trust that I’ll be honest with you?  Why do you doubt that I’m with you, for you, in 
you, and around you?  After all this time, why do you still feel a need to test Me?” 

In my mind, the power of this Gospel story doesn’t lie in Peter’s faith, doubt, courage, or fear. 
Peter’s trajectory, as fascinating as it is, isn’t the point of the reading.  Jesus’ trajectory is the 
point, because unlike Peter’s, it never changes.  It’s constant, focused, relentless, and 
unidirectional.  From the very beginning of the story, Jesus moves towards His disciples.  He 
moves towards them when they’re struggling at sea; He moves towards them when they decide 
He’s a menacing ghost; He moves towards them when they’re terrified by His approach; He 
moves towards them when they’re reckless enough to set Him a dare; He moves towards them 
when they begin to drown; He moves towards them when they ask for help; He moves towards 
them when they’re shivering and sorry for their rashness.  He moves towards them when they 
realize, for a beautiful, flickering instant, who He is and what He is.  He moves towards them 
when they worship Him...   

In other words, Jesus never stops moving towards the ones He loves.  He never stops crossing the 
dark water to meet us where we are.  Neither our fearfulness nor our faithlessness ever alters His 
steady approach.  We’re the ones He’s bound for.  Our flailing bodies are the ones He pulls out of 
the water.  Ours is the boat He climbs into.  It’s for us that He calls out across the terrifying waves, 
again and again and again: “Take courage.  It’s I.  Don’t be afraid…” 

• Debie Thomas 
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
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Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 
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Give Thanks 
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How Can I Keep from Singing? 
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This Week at St Paul’s 
P = Parish House, F = Fellowship Hall 

Date Time  Activity 
Sun.            8/9 
Pentecost +10 
[Proper 14] 
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Service of Word and Prayer Online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom * 

Tues.         8/11 7:30 PM Finance Team via Zoom 

Thur.         8/13 10:00 AM Bible Study via Zoom/FCC * 

Sat.             8/15 7:00 PM Quakertown Lutheran Cluster Youth Bonfire  
@ Trinity, Quakertown (raindate 8/220 

Sun.            8/16 
Pentecost +11 
[Proper 15] 
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 
 
11:00 AM 

Worship Livestream Setup 
Holy Communion Online: 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown 
Fellowship Hour via Zoom * 

 If you’d like to participate in any of our activities taking place over Zoom, go to zoom.us, click 
“Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 3700147169, and if it asks for a 
password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers 
will work: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799.   After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's code, and 
you'll type in 3700147169#, then 119805# and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart phone 
or computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you—something 
that's precious right now!)   You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, 
enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER THIS WEEK:   

• The Armed Forces, Crossroads Pregnancy Care, David Johnson Sr., Andrew Edmonds, Fay Barndt, 
Morgan, Ally, Dontay, & Emily Hassler, President Trump and his cabinet, Don & Karen Ludovici, 
Barbara Graser, Jordan Scholl, Kelsey Shaak, Bea Becknell, Niara Butler, Carole Eddings, Bob 
Knapp, Vicki Lasley, Ray Constable, Walter Rausch, Bob Westervelt, Carol Marks, Rosemary 
Bruno, Florence Zellers, Nick Wildman, Devin Morrison, Walt & Ryan, Bobby Lane, Evelyn Moyer, 
Alan West, Donald Bilger, Scott, Adam & Amanda, Aly Brown, Connie Slotter, Michelle, J.R., Lou, 
Jack, Cheryl Ball, Laura Ulrich, Doug Fay, Jimelle, Karen Berger, Gary Kratz, Jim, Bp. Stephen 
Munga, Tony Campolo, Pr Susan Lynch, Pr Wanda Schwandt, Gayle Moyer King, Rita Feikel, Barb 
Fehnel, everyone struggling with COVID-19 and its containment. 

• Families and friends of Bill Umstead, John Deily, James Diefenderfer, Linda Wakely, Joe Poltzer, 
Bill Stever, Tommy Neuman, Jack Maccarone, Scott Rittoper, Gino Bertorelli, George Cute, George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Rayshard Brooks, Elijah McClain, Bill Pentecost, David 
Ziegler, Bill Barndt Sr., Charles Brous. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
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This week’s bulletins are given to the glory of God by Michael and Lisa Ruth. 

Next Sunday we’ll once again be sharing in Holy Communion “virtually”.  Having prepared our 
bread and wine/grape juice and table at home, we’re gathering our tables together via our 
worship livestream on Facebook.  When we get to the Words of Institution (“In the night in which 
He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread…”), we’ll say those words together with Pr Dave, 
touching and/or holding the bread and the cup as we do so.  When it’s time to share the bread 
and the cup with each other, we’ll pass it to one another (or just receive it yourself if you’re 
alone— remember, we’re all together in this) with the words “The body of Christ, given for you” 
and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”   We’ll be doing this together, gathered together as one 
around the same Word as we share the bread and the cup together— trusting that true to His 
word, the Lord Jesus will be fully present with us as well, in bread and wine and forgiving love.   

On August 23 @ 9:00 AM, we’re going to try to hold outdoor worship here at St Paul’s.  We’re 
asking you to bring your own lawn chairs and keep yourselves properly distanced from everyone 
outside of your immediate family [minimum 6’]; we insist you wear your own face masks; we’ll 
ask you to wash your hands and/or use hand sanitizer before grabbing your bulletin; we won’t 
be passing the offering plates or handing out bulletins so as to minimize physical contact; and our 
sharing of the peace and other greetings will be non-contact.  (And of course, if the weather’s 
unsuitable for gathering outside, we’ll stick to the livestream.)   

Please don't forget to keep on giving to our ministries here at St Paul's!  You can now do this 
in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] 
You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online.  Whatever way you choose, your 
contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the 
good things God’s doing through us. 

We’re looking for a new congregational coordinator for our Food Pantry efforts here at St 
Paul.  Many thanks to Denise Shaeffer for her fine work in this regard over the years!  If you’re 
interested, please contact Pr Dave.  

Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00-12:00 NN via Zoom 
or Free Conference call.  (See the previous page for information on accessing these platforms.)  
We’re digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that 
await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study— so 
come join us and invite your friends as well!   

Our “Monthly Special” for the month of August is the Upper Bucks Salvation Army.  Through 
diligent case management, financial and material assistance, job training, and recovery support,  
the Salvation Army works to help those in need get back on their feet with renewed strength in 
the Lord.  If you’d like to contribute to the monthly special this month, please mail a check to the 
church with “August Monthly Special” noted. 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/


20 

 

Confirmation is about preparing you to embrace for yourself your Baptismal calling and the 
journey of Christian discipleship through study of the Bible and Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  
Generally, students take part in confirmation classes somewhere between the ages of 12-16— 
but we’ve had adults sit in on our classes who’ve found them very helpful.  With the current 
pandemic, we’re still trying to figure out how we’re going to meet and handle our confirmation 
preparation together (it’ll obviously be different than previous years); but we’ll figure that out 
together.  If you’re interested in participating in our confirmation ministry here at St Paul’s, 
please contact Pr Dave as soon as possible so we can prepare. 

Update on Bishop Munga: Word has come from South Africa that surgery for Bishop Stephen 
Munga of our companion synod, the North Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania, has been successful, and he is recuperating.  Thanks be to God!  Please keep Bishop 
Munga, his family, and the North Eastern Diocese in prayer during this difficult time.  And thanks 
for the more than $7,300 donated to the "Healing the Heart" appeal to help offset the costs of air 
ambulance transport to South Africa. 

Quakertown Food Pantry News:   The Food Pantry’s hours are Mondays and Fridays from 
10:00 AM-1:00 PM and Tuesdays from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Monetary donations are welcome at 
Quakertown Food Pantry, PO Box 278, Quakertown, PA 18951.  Food donations are also being 
accepted on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM and on normal shift days.  Everyone must 
wear masks and gloves when dropping off food items.   
 
 

 
 
 

For more information on our ministries, please contact: 

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road, Quakertown, PA 18951 

215.536.5789     www.stpaulsqtown.org   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com 

Rev. David A. Heckler, Pastor 
570.470.0716             prdaveheckler@gmail.com 


